
NOW TELL ME HOW DOES THAT FAMOUS FA CUP SONG GO AGAIN? 



Andy Bullingham, of Stourbridge Football Club, gets in some practice 


STOURBRIDGE Football Club’s 
vice-chairman will sing Abide With Me 
on the Wembley turf ahead of the FA 
Cup final - but he has yet to learn all 
the words. 

Andy Bullingham, from Am- 
blecote-based Glassboys, received a call 
from the Football Association to per¬ 
form the hymn before Saturday’s game, 
a London derby between Arsenal and 
Chelsea. 

He will sing with seven other repre¬ 
sentatives from football clubs which 
have featured in this year’s compe¬ 
tition. The group will be backed by a 
band, and the stadium’s 90,000 crowd. 

Mr Bullingham will be wearing a 


Stourbridge FC replica shirt for the 
performance. He said: “I didn’t know all 
the words, so my daughter has down¬ 
loaded the lyrics so I can get learning.” 

He added: “It is an immense privilege 
to be chosen. I’ve been to Wembley be¬ 
fore, but to be out on the pitch, singing 
the hymn, will be quite something. 

“I suppose its a shame the team 
aren’t with me.” 

The Glassboys reached the third 
round of the cup, defeating league side 
Northampton Town with Jack Dug¬ 
gan’s goal sealing the win. The club 
then went down to a 2-1 defeat at Wy¬ 
combe Wanderers in front of more than 
2,000 travelling supporters. 


The Glassboys’ features grabbed 
national headlines, and manager Gary 
Hackett’s men were one of four clubs 
nominated for the by the Football Asso¬ 
ciation for their FA Cup Giant-Killers 
Award this season. 

The FA’s Andy Ambler said: “It has 
been a historic season for the Emirates 
FA Cup and we were keen to pay trib¬ 
ute to a number of clubs at all levels of 
the football pyramid who provided the 
watching world with memorable mo¬ 
ments. The singing of Abide with Me 
is one of the iconic moments on cup 
final day and therefore it seemed highly 
appropriate to bring the clubs into the 
heart of this tradition.” 


Three sports clubs have now been targeted by raiders 


£ 13K BURGLARY 
AT CRICKET CLUB 


BURGLARS using high-powered machinery broke in to 
a cricket club’s storage unit, taking £13,000 of ground 
maintenance equipment - one of three incidents of crim¬ 
inals targeting sports clubs in the area. 

Oldswinford and Stourbridge Social Cricket Club was the victim of a 
‘professional and clearly planned job’, say club bosses. The raiders cut 
off locks to the storage units at one of the club’s bases, in Norwood Road 


in Brierley Hill. 

Once inside the shed, close to nearby 
homes backing on to the cricket field, the 
criminals took three grass mowers, three 
trimmers and a hover mower. The total 
cost of the haul is estimated to be £13,000. 

The theft, discovered on Friday after¬ 
noon, is the latest targeting of a cricket 
club. 

Three weeks ago, a storage unit at Swin¬ 
don Cricket Club’s ground in Hinksford 
Lane, was broken into but nothing was 
taken. And another club, which asked not 
to be named, was also recently targeted, 
with equipment being stolen. 

Broken 

Paul Hatton, vice-chairman at Oldswin¬ 
ford and Stourbridge club, which also has a 
ground in Stourbridge, said: “We have had 
graffiti in the past, things going missing. 
But this was something else, it was a pro¬ 
fessional and clearly planned job.” 

He said the theft was discovered by the 
groundsman when he went to use the 
equipment on Friday, and discovered the 
locks had been broken. 

The club, which has four adult teams and 
six youth teams, is now to use equipment 
from its other ground, while depending on 
Dudley Council to cut its grass. 

He said: “They got in using highly-pow- 


Report by Alex Ross 


ered machinery, and then managed to move 
out the equipment and take it away. 

“It is strange no-one heard it, it was just 
30ft from houses, we don’t know when ex¬ 
actly it happened.” 

The club, he said, will now have to con¬ 
sider bringing in CCTV, adding more ex¬ 
pense. He added: “We are feeling a bit 
depleted. Why someone thinks they can just 
come in and take our equipment we depend 
on is beyond us.” 

David Darlaston, chairman of Swindon 
Cricket Club, said “We were victim of an 
attempted burglary about three weeks ago. 
They opened up the unit, but don’t think 
they took anything.” 

He added: “Sports clubs survive on the 
generosity of members, so to lose pieces of 
equipment, it causes upset, not just for that 
club, but others.” 

A West Midlands Police spokesman said 
the Oldwinsford and Stourbridge raid is be¬ 
lieved to have happened sometime between 
10pm on 10 May and 2.30pm on 12 May. 

“Anyone with information can call 
101 quoting crime reference number 
20DY/99157M/17.” 


Take a Peaky as hit show returns 



Stars Cillian Murphy and Charlotte Riley with crew on set for Peaky Blinders, filming in Dudley 


LIGHTS, camera, hats on! Peaky Blinders returned 
to its spiritual home in the Black Country for film¬ 
ing of its new series. 

The show’s main man Cillian Murphy - who 
plays Brummie gangster Tommy Shelby - was 
snapped on set with cigarette in mouth at the Black 
Country Living Museum on Monday. 

It caps a remarkable week for the popular Dudley 
venue, which last week hosted Steve Coogan and 


John C Reilly for the filming of a new movie about 
Laurel and Hardy. 

Murphy, aged 40, rose to prominence with his 
roles in horror movie 28 Days Later and then block¬ 
buster Batman Begins. However, it is in the role of 
Shelby - the leader of the ruthless Peaky Blinders 
gang famed for the razor blades hidden in their cap 
peaks - that he has become one of the most famous 
faces on TV. 


MANCHESTER 

Rag at half mast 
after bomb horror 

THE flag at Dudley council house has been 
flown at half mast as a mark of respect fol¬ 
lowing the terrorist attack in Manchester. 

The blast at the end of an Ariana Grande 
concert killed 22 people and injured 59 oth¬ 
ers at the Manchester Arena on Monday. 

Councillor Dave Tyler, Mayor of Dudley, 
said: “We are deeply saddened to hear 
the tragic news, our thoughts and deepest 
sympathy are with the victims and the fam¬ 
ilies and friends of those affected.” 

West Midlands Mayor Andy Street said 
he was ‘deeply shocked’ and added every¬ 
one must be ‘particularly vigilant’. Police 
and Crime Commissioner David Jamieson 
described it as a ‘vicious and truly dreadful 
attack on young people’. 

ACCIDENT 

Woman hit by car 
is left badly hurt 

A 38-year-old woman has been left 
badly injured after being hit by a car in 
Gornal. 

The woman suffered injuries to her 
face, right wrist, abdomen and left 
leg when she was hit by a black car 
on Zoar Street at around 12.20pm on 
Monday. 

She was initially treated at Russells 
Hall Hospital and was then sent to the 
major trauma centre at Queen Eliza¬ 
beth Hospital in Birmingham for further 
treatment. 

ROADS 

Top 10 of worst 
potholes in region 

THE worst potholes across Staffordshire 
and the Black Country have been high¬ 
lighted to highways authorities thanks to 
Chronicle readers. 

We invited readers to send pictures and 
details of some of the troublespots being 
endured by motorists on our road network. 

The most damaged roads and deepest 
craters have been identified and passed 
on to local councils to prioritise. Two of 
the top three have been identified now for 
major works in the summer and repairs 
have been carried out on at least two oth¬ 
ers. 

• Full story and top 10 - Page 4 
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Proud new mayor picks his charities 



Mayor Councillor Dave Tyler 


THE new Mayor of Dudley has pledged 
to support three charities as he officially 
took charge of the famous civic chains. 

Councillor Dave Tyler has been sworn 
in as the first citizen of the borough. 

The former deputy mayor named 
Dudley Mind, the YMCA and Dudley 
Alzheimer’s Society as his chosen chari¬ 
ties for the year - and vowed to do all he 
could to raise money for people in most 
need. 

Councillor Tyler said: “It is a huge 
honour and a privilege to be mayor of 
this borough and something I am proud 
to take on. 


“It is an opportunity to not only high¬ 
light the fantastic work that these char¬ 
ities do to support people who need help, 
but also help raise vital funds to help 
them carry on for many years.” 

Twitter 

Councillor Tyler also named his wife 
Barbara as Mayoress. The deputy mayor 
was named as Councillor Alan Taylor 
with Winifred Taylor as deputy Mayor¬ 
ess. 

People can follow the Mayor on his 
civic engagements on Twitter via @ 
DudleyMayor 


Meanwhile, Dudley’s first Muslim 
mayor Councillor Mohammed Hanif, 
who served as Mayor of Dudley for the 
last 12 months, said he was honoured to 
serve the borough. 

He helped to raise more than £37,000 
for charities during his mayoral year. 

Addressing the council, he said: “This 
year has been an amazing journey. I 
have truly been honoured to serve the 
Dudley borough as mayor. 

“I have seen some amazing work 
being done in the borough. Both me and 
my wife Zebeda have thoroughly enjoyed 
every minute of it.” 


Oarsome! Dragon boats 
race to success on lake 


AN annual dragon boat race celebrat¬ 
ed its 17th anniversary with more than 
300 people taking part in the extrava¬ 
ganza on the Great Pool in the grounds 
of Himley Hall, near Dudley. 

The race saw 21 teams hop into colourful 
dragon boats, all in the name of charity. 

Thousands arrived at Himley Park on Sunday 
to see participants from across the Black Country 
take part in the challenge. 

It raised thousands for a variety of charities both 
in the Midlands, across the country and interna¬ 
tionally. 

The event, organised by Wolverhampton Rotary 
Club, has raised almost £320,000 over the years. 

It involves a 350-yard race with teams competing 
in various heats throughout the day. 

Money raised from each team is equally divided, 
with half going to the team’s chosen charity and 
the other half going to the Rotary Club, who donate 
the money to their needy causes that are both local 
and worldwide. 

Mike Boyce, chairman of the dragon boat com¬ 
mittee and member of Wolverhampton Rotary club, 
said: “It’s been a fantastic event and it’s wonderful 
how many people have turned up. 

“The crowd is fantastic every year. We put all 
this on for the sheer enjoyment of it. Families loved 
it as there’s lots going on. I think people enjoy it so 
much because it’s a lovely environment and people 
have a chance to battle it out on the water and it’s 
a little more unusual. 

Grateful 

“We’re very grateful to everyone comes along 
and who takes part because without them we 
wouldn’t have the event.” 

Sedgley Scorpions won the race, followed by Mu¬ 
nich All Stars UTC in second and Bank’s Bombers 
in third. 

Wayne Owens, captain of the GKR Karate team, 
based in Dudley, was taking part with his team for 
the eighth time. He said: “We first got involved be¬ 
cause we wanted to raise money for Edwards Trust. 
They offer bereavement support and I used them 
when I lost my child. We raise about £1,500 for 
them each time we take part.” 

Other teams raised money for charities includ¬ 
ing Compton Hospice, The Good Shepherd centre, 
Alzheimer’s Association and the Beacon Centre. 

Nathan Clayton, captain of the Green Park 
School team, said: “We’re a special needs school so 
all the money we raise goes to them. It’s amazing 
because the families of our pupils come along to 
enjoy themselves too.” 


The team from the Horse and Jockey pub in Wall Heath get paddling in the dragon boat race 


This little superhero gets some tips on competitors 


Drumming up support on the water 




Motorist is 
jailed after 
collision kills 
man aged 90 

A DRIVER who fled the scene of a crash 
that killed a 90-year-old man has been 
jailed for 18 weeks. 

Matthew Raybould, 27, of Buffrey 
Road, Dudley, was driving from work 
to his grandparents’ house on Novem¬ 
ber 25 when he hit Frederick Dudley on 
Stourbridge Road, Wolverhampton. 

Mr Dudley, of Bearnett Road, Wol¬ 
verhampton, had been crossing the road 
with a shopping trolley after getting off a 
bus but had not been on a crossing, Can¬ 
nock Magistrates Court heard. 

Raybould saw his windscreen crack 
and felt a bump but carried on driving. 
He pleaded guilty to failing to stop after 
a collision on the A449. 

Prosecutor Mr Kul Khaira said: “The 
defendant was in the process of over-tak¬ 
ing a vehicle on the dual carriageway 
when he collided with the victim, who 
suffered serious injuries and was pro¬ 
nounced dead later that day. 

“The defendant left the scene but was 
seen by a colleague who had been driving 
behind him and later told police about 
what had happened.” 

Defending Raybould, Mr Jason Geor- 
giou said: “His only problem was driving 
off. He did this because he was scared 
and panicked.” 

Chief magistrate Andrew Nelson sen¬ 
tenced Raybould to 18 weeks in prison, 
banned him from driving for 12 months 
and ordered him to pay £200 in court 
costs. 

He said: “You made no effort to own 
up to what you had done wrong and gave 
a no comment police interview.” 

Rebecca’s father 
hosts music tent 

THE father of a young woman who died 
after being hit by a speeding sports car is 
hosting an acoustic music tent in mem¬ 
ory of his daughter at an annual event. 

Gerard McManus will organise the 
music venue for the Warley in the Woods 
event on July 2 to play host to various 
acoustic musicians. 

His daughter Rebecca, from Oldbury, 
a former Stourbridge A-levels student, 
was 21 when she was struck by a car 
racing at lOOmph, as she waited at a bus 
stop on the Hagley Road in Bearwood. 
She was a promising poet who had just 
completed an English Literature and 
Creative Writing degree at the Univer¬ 
sity of East Anglia. 

Mr McManus said: “Rebecca was pas¬ 
sionate about music and she really en¬ 
joyed live performances.” 

Woman is taken to 
hospital after crash 

A CRASH involving two cars and a lorry 
saw a woman tged in her 20s taken to 
Russells Hall Hospital suffering from 
back pain. The accident happened on 
the Birmingham New Road in Dudley, 
near to the Tesco Extra petrol station, 
just after 9am on Friday. 


KITCHENS 

-STUDIO 62 — 


Window and Door Repairs 




Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 
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ANDY ORMEROE 

Heating, Plumbing 


Gas Safe 87022 ACS approved 
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'Uncertainty' 
over market 
sees traders 
make protest 

A NEW management team is being 
brought in to run Dudley Market - 
sparking anger among traders who 
say they have been kept in the dark 
about what it will mean for them. 

Dudley Council announced Tudor 
Markets has been chosen after sub¬ 
mitting a ‘strong and ambitious bid’. 

But traders insisted they were not 
given a say over the agreement and 
raised concerns, saying they fear a 
rents hike. 

Around a dozen stallholders gath¬ 
ered outside Dudley Council House 
on Thursday night to protest against 
the decision. Many had already been 
angered by potential changes to work¬ 
ing terms and conditions. 

Council bosses said it has chal¬ 
lenged companies to show they could 
‘drive forward’ the market and bring 
more footfall. Tudor will take over at 
the start of July. 

But market manager Len Lenihan 
said: “Any business needs to have a 
level of certaint. There will be nothing 
but uncertainty until July 1.” 

Dudley Council strategic director 
Alan Lunt said: “Dudley Market is 
at the heart of Dudley town centre, 
which is why it was essential that we 
picked the strongest team to build on 
the work and investment delivered by 
Dudley Council. We are excited to be 
working with Tudor Markets whose 
application really stood out against 
some very good local competition.” 

James Willis, director of Tudor 
Markets, said: “We will look to meet 
with the traders as soon as possible.” 

Grant joy at 
glass museum 

A NEW museum in the Black Coun¬ 
try has taken a huge step towards 
completion after being awarded a 
£50,000 grant. 

Trustees behind the White House 
Cone Museum of Glass in Wordsley 
have spoken of their joy after receiv¬ 
ing the crucial funding which will help 
keep the ambitious project on track. 

The museum is being created at the 
former Stuart Crystal factory, near 
the famous Red House Glass Cone. 

It has been made possible thanks 
to a £2.1 million cash injection from 
the European Development Fund and 
a £900,000 grant from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. Now a further £50,000 
has been donated from the Garfield 
Weston Foundation, ensuring the 
project gets across the finishing line. 

£l22k boost for 
community centre 

AN EXTRA £122,000 has been put to¬ 
wards a community centre being built 
in Dudley. The North Priory Commu¬ 
nity Centre, on Priory Road, is almost 
complete and now extra money is 
coming from Dudley Council. 


Family tribute to father killed 



James O’Brien 


TRIBUTE has been paid to a father-of- 
four who died when his car overturned in 
a crash in Kingswinford. 

James O’Brien, known as Jimmy, has 
been remembered as a ‘loving husband 
and father’ by his family as an investiga¬ 
tion continues into the fatal accident. 

His car rolled onto its roof in the inci¬ 
dent which happened at the junction of 
Ham Lane and Stallings Lane on Monday 
evening, May 15. 

A woman, thought to be aged in her 
20s, stopped in a bid to help Mr O’Brien 
after the crash at around 6.25pm. The 
28-year-old was treated by members of 


the emergency services, including the air 
ambulance, but was pronounced dead at 
the scene. 

Two fire crews from Brierley Hill also 
attended. 

In a statement his family said: “Jimmy 
was very much loved by all that knew him. 

Caring 

“He was a loving husband and father, 
a caring son and an amazing brother and 
uncle. He will be so deeply missed by all 
that knew him.” 

Detective Sergeant Paul Hughes, from 
West Midlands Police’s Regional Collision 


in accident 

Investigation Unit said: “This is a tragic 
set of circumstances for all involved. 

“James’ family continue to be supported 
by our dedicated family liaison team.” 

Det Sgt Hughes added: “I would like to 
appeal to anyone who may have witnessed 
the collision and has not yet been in touch 
with police to contact either myself or my 
team to help us piece together the circum¬ 
stances.” 

Anyone with information on the acci¬ 
dent is asked to speak with the Regional 
Collision Investigation Team, call them 
on 101. 


Fresh visa joy for pastor 
and his Brazilian wife 

A MARRIED couple forced to live thou¬ 
sands of miles apart due to an immi¬ 
gration battle have won a fresh fight in 
their bid to stay together for good. 

Church pastor Robert and Adna Cooper, 
who live in Brierley Hill, were torn apart 
when Brazilian Adna was refused entry to 
the UK four years ago. 

The couple had met in Sao Paulo in 1999 and 
married the following year in Kingswinford but, 
after returning to Brazil in 2003, Adna was refused 
a permanent visa. 

Then, three years ago, they won a landmark ap¬ 
peal and Adna was granted a temporary visa and 
the pair were reunited. 

Now the couple have found out that the applica¬ 
tion for the visa to be extended has been approved. 

Adna, aged 38, who works as a full-time recep¬ 
tionist in Birmingham, has had her visa extended 
by two-and-a-half years. It is another step towards 
a permanent visa, which can be applied for in 2019. 

The process cost the couple £5,000 and proved so 
stressful, Robert stepped down from his role as a 
pastor at the First Renewal Presbyterian Church. 

The 42-year-old, who is working again as a pas¬ 
tor, at the Waterfront Christian Fellowship in 
Brierley Hill, said: “We’re so relieved and happy we 
can move on with our lives for another few years. 

Having been through so much, it was a worry, but 
the visa has come through and she can stay with 
me.” 

Process 

Adna said: “It feels like your whole life could fall 
apart, but thankfully I’ve got a visa again. It is an¬ 
other step, hopefully, in the process of staying here 
permanently.” 

The couple met when Robert, a former pupil at 
Pensnett School, was doing church work in the sub¬ 
urbs of Sao Paulo. 

They returned to the UK the following year and 
Adna was given a resident visa before they married 
at Kingswinford Christian Centre. 

After returning to Brazil in 2003, the pair en¬ 
countered problems on wanting to return to the 
UK ten years later. 

Under immigration rules, only British people 
who earn more than £18,600 can sponsor their 
non-European spouse’s visa. Robert earned enough 
but he was unable to get pay slips to prove it, due 
to his employer being a non-profit group and, as a 
result, the pair were forced to live apart. 

They received support from Chris Kelly, when he 
was Conservative MP for Dudley South, and even¬ 
tually won their battle for a temporary visa. 



Visa success means church pastor Robert and Adna Cooper, who live in Brierley Hill, have won another battle 


Regeneration is main aim of new leader 


POWER has been seized by the 
Tories on the council with its 
new leader pledging a wholescale 
review of regeneration to ‘make 
Dudley boom’. 

The Conservatives took con¬ 
trol after support from UKIP 
saw Labour toppled. 

Patrick Harley has now re¬ 
placed Pete Lowe as leader of 
the authority and he has already 
outlined his early plans. 


Councillor Harley, who has 
served Kingswford South since 
2004, said: “The whole council 
now needs to come together and 
work together to push through 
initiatives to move Dudley for¬ 
ward. 

“Regeneration, jobs and em¬ 
ployment will be at the forefront 
of our vision. 

“We need to not cutback on 
front line services but instead 


focus on change and transform¬ 
ing them. 

“Ultimately there needs to be 
more consultation and dialogue 
between the three parties. 

“It was very brave of UKIP to 
do what they did - but it was the 
right thing to do for the better. 

“We need to now work to¬ 
gether to push through bold 
initiatives to move Dudley for¬ 
ward.” 
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Travellers move 
onto town site 

TRAVELLERS have set up camp on a 
field near Dudley town centre. 

The group moved onto a field on 
Lister Road in a total of 17 caravans. 

Ward councillor Shaukat Ali said 
he’d received various complaints 
about the travellers and the council 
was working to remove them. 

He said: “I’ve had a number of com¬ 
plaints from residents. We’re going to 
move them from the site as soon as 
possible.” 

It comes after travellers set up 
camp at Rowley Regis train station 
car park on Friday. 

‘Wonderful son 1 
hit by M5 coach 

A MAN described as a ‘wonderful son’ 
has been named as the victim who was 
killed when he was hit by a coach on 
the M5. 

Nicholas Mowl, aged 41, was in¬ 
volved in the accident on the M5 
southbound between Junction 1 and 
the link road with Junction 8 of the 
M6 last Tuesday. 

Mr Mowl was confirmed dead at the 
scene. 

A tribute from his family described 
Mr Mowl, from Solihull, as a ‘wonder¬ 
ful son, brother and uncle who was 
loved so much’. 

Window works 
at historic hotel 

WORK is ongoing to replace windows 
at an historic hotel in Dudley. 

Scaffolding is up outside The Sta¬ 
tion Hotel in Castle Hill for work last¬ 
ing several weeks. 

Duty manager Ben Price said: “We 
are doing the windows, getting them 
all replaced. We are getting the win¬ 
dows on the front done. Then we will 
be doing the courtyard-facing area. 

“The idea is to restore the look of 
the windows to what they were.” 

Purr-feet result as 
Cat wins pub award 

THE Cat Inn at Enville, near Stour¬ 
bridge, is to receive the South Staf¬ 
fordshire pub of the year award from 
the Campaign for Real Ale. 

The chairman of the Dudley and 
South Staffordshire branch of Camra, 
Ryan Hunt, will make the presenta¬ 
tion to licensees Dan and Aimee Hicks 
on June 14 at 7.30pm. The couple 
have been at the pub, which dates 
back nearly 300 years, for five years. 

The branch club of the year award 
goes to Kinver Constitutional Club. 

Billy statue restored 

MOLINEUX’S iconic Billy Wright 
statue has been restored to its former 
glory five months after being dam¬ 
aged when hit by a car. 

Extensive damage was caused when 
a car careered into the statue outside 
the stadium in January with large 
chunks taken out of the base. 
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We are a small family business established 
since 1990. With NO showrooms, 
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SOFAS, VINYLS 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take 
away old carpets : OF CHARGE 


DISABLED? OAP? CAN'T GET OUT? 

or anyone who Just needs extra help! 
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We will bring lOOs of carpet samples 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 
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Singles from 

£92 
Double from 

£142 


Bleach 
cleanable 
jsarpets from 
sq yd 


instore it* 

We win beat your BIG Superstores 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 
Burton Road, Gornal DY1 3TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 


DUDLEY 

SEDGLEY 

GORNAL 

COSELEY 


WOMBOURNE 

HIMLEY 

KINGSWINFORD 

NETHERTON 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 


Adrian Bromley 
01902 880341 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Woman in 101 
call to report cat 

A WOMAN rang police to complain 
that a cat was meowing outside her 
front door. Now West Midlands Police 
has launched a campaign to encour¬ 
age people to be responsible when 
they call the force. 

On social media they are using the 
hashtag #ThinkBeforeYouCall to 
spread the message. 

This week the force has shared ex¬ 
amples of such calls. And police are 
reminding members of the public that 
these increase queuing time for those 
who have a more serious matter to 
report. 

Firms could save 
£27m on water 

FIGURES released by Utilitywise 
have revealed that firms in the Mid¬ 
lands could collectively save as much 
as £27 million on their water bills. 

This follows deregulation of the 
water market in England, giving busi¬ 
ness owners the chance to renegotiate 
their existing water contracts or look 
to a new supplier. 

Around 164,000 businesses in the 
Midlands now have control over who 
supplies their water, giving the local 
water market a value of approximately 
£276m. The water market in England 
is now valued at £2bn. 

Thousands prepare 
to mark Ramadan 

THOUSANDS of Muslims across the 
region are preparing for the religious 
festival, Ramadan with a month of 
prayer and fasting. 

This year Ramadan starts on May 
27 and will finish on June 24, both 
Saturdays.Following this, on June 
25, Muslims will celebrate Eid al-Fitr 
which is often known as just Eid. 

This celebration, which is to be 
held on June 25, marks the end of the 
Ramadan fasting and the start of the 
next month, Shawwal. 

Sex abuse charities 
get £75,000 boost 

A CHARITY that helps victims of sex¬ 
ual exploitation in the Black Country 
has received a £75,000 cash boost. 

Walsall-based Street Teams has 
been donated the five-figure sum from 
Lloyds Bank Foundation, one of the 
country’s leading grant makers. 

It will help the charity’s Transition 
Project, which helps support young 
adults at risk of exploitation, groom¬ 
ing and trafficking by providing one- 
to-one help in a range of practical 
issues including housing and benefits. 

Teddy bear tales 

CLENT History Society holds its open 
meeting on May 25 when Dr Gillian 
White will be giving a talk on teddy 
bears, at 8pm in Clent Parish Hall, 
Church Avenue, Clent. 

Dr White has been curator of the 
Warwickshire Museum and of the Na¬ 
tional Trust property, Hardwick Hall. 


Readers drive home point over crumbling routes 



The road surface in Buchanan Avenue, Walsall 




A picture showing the problems in Stourbridge Problems highlighted in Station Road, Wombourne 


worst potholes on 
our roads revealed 


*T0P0F« 
^THE POTS 

WE knew the state of the roads in the 
Black Country and Staffordshire was 
bad - we just didn’t realise how bad! 

When The Chronicle launched its campaign to 
highlight the most pothole-ridden roads in our 
region in order that they should get priority for 
repairs, we were already aware of a few trouble 
spots. 

But we have been inundated with emails, re¬ 
ports and pictures of some shocking holes endured 
by drivers on a daily basis. 

Based on the number of reports and looking at 
the pictures readers have sent us, we have com¬ 
piled a top 10 of what we believe are the worst 
roads for potholes in our area. The most com¬ 
plaints we received were regarding roads in Staf¬ 
fordshire taking six of the top ten spots. 

Hill Top at Hednesford was reported to us by 
a number of people and pictures showed a suc¬ 
cession of potholes all around these busy islands 
and the roads which approach it. Reader Paul Gill 
sent us one picture where fresh road markings had 
been painted over the potholes with a large dip in 
one line as it sank into a hole. 

Reporting 

Carlisle Road on the Longford Estate in Can¬ 
nock, was flagged up by locals and a number of 
pictures submitted. Resident Sandra McLeod said: 
“The whole length of the road is riddled with bad 
potholes.” 

Five Ways Island in nearby Heath Hayes was 
flagged up as having 38 separate outstanding com¬ 
plaints about the state of the road surface. There 
were several complaints about the A449 along its 
length through Kingswinford. One reader, Jo Well, 
complained: “There is a strong possibility of an ac¬ 
cident on this busy, fast road as drivers swerve to 
avoid them.” 

Many readers complained about the state of 
the A460 from the motorway island for junction 
11 of the M6 heading into Cannock. Wombourne 
was flagged up by a number of readers as having 
crumbling roads, particularly around Station Road, 
while Pattingham was also highlighted. 

In addition we received shocking pictures of 
small craters on roads in Stourbridge, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. Roads in Great Wyrley and Ruge- 
ley also featured regularly. 


Did your road make it in 
our worst potholes list? 

The Chronicle’s Top 10: 

Hill Top, Hednesford - works beginning 
in August 

Carlisle Road, Longford Estate, 

Cannock-no date set 

Five Ways Island, Heath Hayes - works 
beginning in July 

A449 through Kingswinford - ‘added to 
future programme of work’ 

A460/M6 junction 11 island and 
surrounding area - repairs now carried 
out 

Station Road and surrounding area, 
Wombourne-no date set 

High Street, Pattingham - no date set 

Romsley Road, Stourbridge - ‘action 
as soon as possible’ 

Buchanan Avenue, Walsall - repaired 

Wergs Hall Road, Wolverhampton - no 
response 

The Chronicle has taken the results to the rel¬ 
evant councils and there is good news for local 
people. A programme of work to resurface the 
roads and replace damaged kerbstones as part of 
a £240,000 investment is to take place at Hill Top, 
with work due to get under way this August. Simi¬ 
larly, significant work is planned for the Five Ways 
Island with a five-week project due to start in July. 

And work has already taken place to repair some 
of the potholes and damage on the A460/M6 junc¬ 
tion 11 island since the Chronicle readers initially 
flagged up the problems. 

Staffordshire’s highways chief Mark Deaville 
said: “We have to prioritise pothole repairs where 
they pose the biggest risk to members of the public 
and are currently finalising our programme of re- 



Hill Top, Hednesford, riddled with potholes 


A copy of the E&S in a Wergs Hall Road pothole 



Five Ways island in Heath Hayes, Cannock 


pairs for the next 12 months to ensure it delivers 
the maximum benefits with the budget available.” 

Alan Lunt, strategic director for place directorate 
at Dudley Council, said: “We have a robust system 
in place with inspection teams who identify road 
defects such as potholes, with the most severe cases 
highlighted for urgent attention. Clearly, we have 
to prioritise the most serious problems above oth¬ 
ers but we are working to deal with as many as we 
can.” 

Walsall Council said: “We were aware of the re¬ 
pairs required at Buchanan Avenue and have un¬ 
dertaken pothole repairs with a Velocity Patcher. 
We can confirm that there is no longer any signifi¬ 
cant damage outstanding in the area.” 

Wolverhampton Council has not yet responded. 


No evidence 
for schoolgirl 
claim about 
abduction 

REPORTS of a 12-year-old girl be¬ 
ing abducted on her way home from 
school were made up, police have re¬ 
vealed. 

The girl told officers she was 
dragged into a taxi by four men as 
she left her school in Stourbridge 
last Thursday. She said she was then 
driven to Clent, five miles away, 
where she was able to get out of the 
car. 

But police officers, who launched 
an ‘extensive investigation’, have re¬ 
vealed the account was untrue. West 
Midlands Police spent ‘countless 
hours’ checking CCTV in the bid to 
identify a vehicle and any offenders. 

A statement said: “After monitor¬ 
ing her route they found no evidence 
of the alleged attack.” 

The report resulted in schools 
across the Dudley borough issuing 
alerts in letters parents and pupils. 

Detective Sergeant Matt Slattery 
said: “Incidents of child abduction are 
thankfully rare, but any reports of 
such are rigorously investigated and 
any bogus accounts will be quickly 
uncovered. 

“Detectives responded in the way 
people would expect when faced with 
a report of a child being abducted. As 
the inquiry progressed, it quickly be¬ 
came clear the incident had not hap¬ 
pened in the way it was described to 
us. I know that this allegation caused 
fear among local residents and, al¬ 
though the investigation continues, 
and the girl is being supported, I want 
to stress that the public were never in 
any danger.” 

Five flee after 
Peugeot hits car 

FIVE people are believed to have fled 
from a car after it smashed into a 
parked vehicle in Dudley. 

It happened on St James’ Road, 
which leads into the town centre, 
shortly before 8pm on Thursday. 

Police and two fire crews were 
called to the scene where they found 
a wrecked black Peugeot car and a 
silver Ford Focus which had been 
parked up in the road. 

Witnesses saw a group of five, men 
and women, abandon the Peugeot and 
run off. 

Officers closed off the street while 
firefighters made the vehicles safe and 
cleared the debris. 

Police are investigating the collision 
and witnesses or anyone else with in¬ 
formation is asked to call them on 
101 . 

Flats revamp proposed 
at empty former pub 

A PUB in Stourbridge, empty for two 
years, could be part demolished and 
converted into flats. SEP Properties 
Ltd has applied to demolish exten¬ 
sions at The Bulls Head pub on Ped- 
more Road and convert the first floor 
into two self-contained flats 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and he 
services Walsall & the surrounding 
areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 


66 


Cloudy2Clear 


GUARANTEE All 


Customers That An 


Average Quote Will 

'CJhL 

Take No Longer 


Than 20 MINS!!! 



kl 


Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 



Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f >0 
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Big day as 
a restored 
'little ship' 
sails again 

A DUNKIRK ‘little ship’ which fell 
on hard times has completed her first 
voyage since restoration. 

The Anne, which took part in the 
famous evacuation of Allied soldiers 
from France in 1940, sailed down the 
Thames from Shepperton to a new 
berth at Windsor with family and 
friends aboard. 

“It went terribly well,” said 
Mrs Annie Gabb, who lives near 
Bridgnorth, and was named after the 
30ft pleasure cruiser which had be¬ 
longed to her grandfather, PJ Darby, 
who lived at Hagley, near Stourbridge. 

“We had a few little snags to be 
sorted out and got away from Shep¬ 
perton at about 2.30pm, filled up with 
diesel, and got to Windsor at 8 o’clock. 
It was really lovely, although the 
weather wasn’t very nice, and we got 
through six locks without any dramas. 

“We have all sorts of exciting things 
lined up. There’s Henley regatta, 
where the little ships will be, and we 
plan to take her to Dunkirk for the 
80th anniversary of the evacuation.” 

Her grandfather’s boat was moored 
at Tenby before the war, when the 
family had a house on the Welsh coast. 
At the time of the Dunkirk evacua¬ 
tion the Anne was requisitioned and 
sailed to Ramsgate, before crossing 
the Channel to help rescue stranded 
soldiers. The boats were under attack 
and the Anne returned with bullet 
holes. 

Two years ago Mrs Gabb tracked 
down the Anne and had it restored. 
“It’s been absolutely worth every 
penny,” she added. 


1908 Cup medal 
sells for £8,000 

A 1908 FA Cup final winner’s medal 
presented to the then Wolves captain 
has sold at auction for £8,000. 

The 15 carat gold medal, handed to 
Billy Wooldridge after Wolves’ 3-1 win 
over Newcastle, went under the ham¬ 
mer in London. It had been estimated 
to fetch between £6,000 and £8,000. 

The medal is in a good condition 
and an engraving on the back features 
the skipper’s name. It had belonged 
to Shirley Burn, from Lichfield, who 
said she bought it from Wooldridge’s 
grandson in 1979. 

After Mrs Burn’s husband died in 
1994 she loaned it to Wolves and it 
was held at the club museum for 21 
years. Wooldridge, born in Netherton 
in 1878. made 356 appearances for 
Wolves, scoring 90 goals in 12 years. 

Grab a bargain 
at library's sale 

A SALE of withdrawn book stock is 
being held at Gornal Library as part 
of a coffee morning. It is at the library 
in Abbey Road, Lower Gornal, on 
Tuesday from 10am to 12.30pm. Call 
(01384) 812755 for more information. 


Museum in race against time to save showroom 



Former gas showroom faces demolition 


THE battle to save an historic build¬ 
ing is continuing despite a date being 
earmarked for demolition. 

The Black Country Living Museum 
is keen to save a 1940s gas showroom 
in West Bromwich but Sandwell 
Council says it may be demolished 
this autumn to make way for homes. 
The showroom has been vacant for 
more than 20 years. 

A report to Sandwell Council says: 
“In recent years masonry has been 
falling off the property and measures 
have had to be taken. 

“The proposed demolition is com¬ 


plex due to asbestos being disturbed 
within the property and services to 
the adjacent former magistrates court 
run through the property. 

“A planning brief has been pre¬ 
pared for the site and it is proposed 
to market the site for a residential-led 
mixed use development.” 

Museum bosses want to take the 
showroom down brick-by-brick and 
rebuild it at their Dudley attraction as 
part of a £21 million project to create 
a 1940s to ‘60s town. 

The premises located on the corner 
of Lombard Street West and High 


Street, were part of the West Brom¬ 
wich Corporation Gas Department 
and became the headquarters for 
local supporters of the miners’ strike 
in 1984. 

The building’s original frontage 
was destroyed after it was bomb dam¬ 
aged in a Second World War air raid. 

It’s connection to significant his¬ 
torical moments in the region, and 
surviving period details inside the 
building, have sparked the museum’s 
interest in the premises. 

The museum and council are look¬ 
ing to reach an agreement. 


Fewer children are in 
care across borough 


THE NUMBER of children looked af¬ 
ter in care has fallen by nearly nine 
per cent in Dudley over the last two 
years, new figures for the local au¬ 
thority show. 

It comes as it was revealed case loads for 
social workers in the borough have eased 
- and the number leaving or moving jobs 
has reduced significantly as a result. 

Dudley Council has released the figures as it 
continues to make good progress in improving 
social care services for children and young peo¬ 
ple in the borough. 

In January last year, the council’s children’s 
services were rated as ‘inadequate’ following a 
visit by inspectors from government watchdog 
Ofsted. 

But council bosses were praised for making 
‘positive progress’ in a number of key areas 
after a follow-up monitoring visit by inspectors 
in February. 

And the latest figures show the authority is 
continuing to move in the right direction. 

One of the key areas identified for improve¬ 
ment by the council was to reduce the number 
of children in care. 

The figures show there were a total of 674 
children being looked after at the end of the 
current financial year. 

That is nearly nine per cent down on the sta¬ 
tistics for 2014/15, where there were 737 in the 
council’s care. 

Encouraging 

Tony Oakman, Dudley Council’s strategic 
director for people, said: “The figures are a 
very encouraging sign that we are continuing 
to move in the right direction. 

“We recognise, of course, that there is still 
a long way to go and we will always strive to 
continue making improvements to the service 
we offer.” 

“If social workers have less cases to deal 
with, they are likely to be under less pressure 
and can put more time into each one. 

“We want to reduce the number of children 
and young people being taken into care for 
their wellbeing and safety, where it is safe and 
appropriate to do so.” 

He added: “Our aim is that all children living 
in Dudley grow up safe, healthy and in a loving 
environment.” 



At the new site, from left, Tim Batham, Richard Griffiths, Katie Doyle, Richard Saxton and Matt Batham 


A TEAM from Brierley Hill-based 
law firm Higgs & Sons has sup¬ 
ported an iconic Black Country 
brewer in securing the right 
premises for what will be its 11th 
pub in the Midlands. 

Bathams, also based in Brierley 
Hill, has announced that building 
work is already underway at the 
former offices at Palladium House 
in Worcester Road, Hagley, near 
Stourbridge. 

The Higgs team also supported 


Bathams in acquiring the licence 
for its new premises which is 
scheduled to open in September. 

The award-winning brewer has 
a proven track record of a commit¬ 
ment to real ale. 

Higgs & Sons put together a 
team from its corporate, com¬ 
mercial and commercial property 
teams, headed up by Richard Sax¬ 
ton, commercial property part¬ 
ner; Richard Griffiths, corporate 
partner and commercial solicitor 


Katie Doyle. Mr Saxton said: “We 
acted for Bathams in acquiring 
the property as a speculative pub 
development, and naturally I am 
delighted to see the project now 
come to fruition.” 

Higgs & Sons and Bathams 
share a similar heritage, with both 
being family firms based in Brier¬ 
ley Hill, and while the legal firm 
celebrated its 140th anniversary 
in 2015, Bathams is celebrating its 
140th anniversary this year. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Houses planned on 
a former pub site 

AROUND 13 houses will be built on a 
former pub site in Wordsley. 

The plots on The Swan Pub, in 
Brierley Hill Road, have been revised 
to provide a lounge and kitchen on the 
ground floor with bedroom and bath¬ 
room on the first floor and two bed¬ 
rooms on second. 

The plans were recently approved 
with conditions by Dudley Council 
planners. 

No objections have been received to 
the proposal. There is also an existing 
right of way to the rear of the site that 
will be maintained under the plan. 

Hospice to benefit 
from craft festival 

A NEW food and craft festival will be 
held at Dudley Kingswinford Rugby 
Club in aid of Compton Hospice. 

The family fun event will be held 
outdoors between 10am and 6pm on 
Saturday, June 10. 

The festival, organised by the hos¬ 
pice, aims to showcase local traders 
and craftspeople and there will also be 
workshops for children, face-painting, 
a bouncy castle and live music. Tickets 
are £2.50 adults, free for under 12s. 

For more information call Vicki 
Wootton on 0845 2255497, email vick 
iwootton@compton-hospice.org.uk 

'Buddy bench' is 
donated to school 

A HOUSEBUILDER has donated a 
‘buddy bench’ has been donated to a 
primary school to foster friendship on 
the playground. 

The brightly coloured bench has 
been gifted to Hagley Primary School 
by the McCarthy and Stone. 

Lise Hyland, assistant headteacher 
at Hagley Primary School, said: “By 
having a buddy bench in the play¬ 
ground our children support each 
other when someone needs to talk or 
find someone to play with.” 

international Festival 
of Glass in August 

THE International Festival of Glass is 
returning to Stourbridge Glass Quar¬ 
ter from August 25 to 28. 

The seventh annual festival will 
include lectures, workshops, exhibi¬ 
tions, taster sessions and family activ¬ 
ities across the individual festival sites 
including the Ruskin Glass Centre in 
Wollaston Road. 

There will also be street entertain¬ 
ment and heritage walks. 

For more information see the festi¬ 
val website ifg.org.uk. 

Revenue up for hotels 

MILLENNIUM & Copthorne Hotels, 
which includes the Copthorne Hotel 
in Brierley Hill, saw revenue rise by 
16.1 per cent to £223 million in its 
first quarter to the end of March. 

The Copthorne Hotel is near the 
Merry Hill shopping centre, on Level 
Street, and is a four-star hotel. 


BLINDS 

DUDLEY - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! f AA 

3 child safe ♦ 
verticals m w W 
one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 



contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 


life/tyle Window/ 

“Tiad/men not fale/men" 

• Windows 

• Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Fascias 

• Guttering 

• 10,000 local installations available for viewing - please ask 

• Phone for a free quote and speak to Dave or Mark - deal direct with the owners 

• No sales reps, no sub contractors 


I Min 

__ * ’O'Or 


“ Call us to find out why so many people choose 
Lifestyle Windows 01384 295855 
or visit our website www.lifestylewindows.com 

Kingswinford Fascias Part of the Windows Group 
Kingswinford Window Doctor 2015 Range of Doors Now Available 


Denture Care 

• We have a special interest in your denture 

• Listening to our patients, communication is key for success 

• We can spend over 3 hours to ensure the perfect smile 

• The most advance techniques are used to customise your denture all under one roof 

• A range is avalible to accommodate everyone’s budget. 



/* \ 
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NEW 

COPY 

NATURAL 

DENTURE 

DENTURES 

DENTURES 

LOOKING 

REPAIR 

V_> 

V_y 

V_y 

V_/ 


Providing a professional, personal 
& discreet service. Patient 
satisfaction is our highest priority 


CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION rvjX 

*>^01384 468 648jii 

3a BLACKBERRY LANE, HALESOWEN, B63 4NX "" 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 



Political ramblings starting to reach a crescendo 


Why is the 
old £1 coin 
taking a 
pounding 

DISCOVERED any of the old paper £5 
notes in your wallets or purses in the past 
week or two? 

You will no doubt know they are no 
longer legal tender, and will have to be 
exchanged at the bank. It will be the 
same with the old, round £1 coins. While 
half the country’s vending machines and 
parking meters do not seem to be ready 
for the new, multi-sided coins, we will 
still be expected to dispense with the old 
coins by October. 

But why the indecent haste? The new 
fiver only entered circulation in Septem¬ 
ber, yet in less than eight months it has 
become currency non-grata. The new 
pound coin has only been with us a few 
weeks, yet there seems to be a real hurry 
to get rid of them. 

When the original pound coin was in¬ 
troduced in 1983, the old £1 note con¬ 
tinued to be legal tender for another five 
years, allowing it to gradually be phased 
out without any inconvenience. I can’t 
see any reason why they can’t do the 
same today. 

□ □□ 

THERE are many, many things on 
which I disagree with Jeremy Corbyn - 
giving children the vote for a start - but 
when it comes to hospital parking charg¬ 
es, he is spot on. 

Having spent the past six weeks 
making twice-daily visits to a seriously 
ill loved, the experience was traumatic 
enough, without being fleeced over park¬ 
ing. 

For most of that time I parked on a 
housing estate across the road, proba¬ 
bly to the chagrin of residents. Well sorry 
folks, but I always took care to park legal¬ 
ly and considerately. 

Anyway, had I not done this, it would 
have cost me £4.60 every time, or £9.20 
a day. That’s just over £285 a month, the 
cost of a small mortgage. Or to put it an¬ 
other way, it is more than half the basic 
state pension. 

Who has got that sort of money? Apart 
from the bigwigs who come up with ideas 
like this, of course. 

□ □□ 

HOW to get people out to vote. Last 
week a leaflet came through the door for 
one of the candidates in my constituen¬ 
cy, urging us not to worry about national 
politics, but to judge him on his record 
locally. 

“The vote here will have no impact on 
the national picture,” he says in his leaf¬ 
let. Which I think roughly translates as 
“don’t worry, the other side are going to 
win anyway.” 

Having known the gentleman in ques¬ 
tion for well over 20 years, I would agree 
that he is extremely hard-working and 
committed to his constituents. 

But something is very wrong when a 
politician’s election battle-cry is that a 
vote for him won’t make any difference to 
how the country is run. 




Will May be foxed in 
her hunt for power? 


“THE proverb that money does not buy you 
happiness is a lie put about by the rich to stop 
the poor killing them.” Sir Michael Caine, as 
quoted this week by Max Hastings. 

THERESA May says she supports fox hunt¬ 
ing and would allow a free vote in Parliament on 
repealing the hunting ban. Big mistake. Hunting 
is a pastime enjoyed by only a few thousand 
people yet it offends millions. Successive opin¬ 
ion polls show that a majority of Britons - even 
in rural areas - are opposed to it. And while it 
is not something that would swing an election 
result alone, it is an issue which persuades peo¬ 
ple who might otherwise not vote to go to the 
polling station and vote against it. 

HUNTING probably played a part in Tony 
Blair’s 1997 landslide victory when Labour’s 
manifesto included a promise to ban it. It cer¬ 
tainly affected the Wolverhampton South West 
result where the lifelong hunter and Tory gran¬ 
dee Nick Budgen lost his seat to the passion¬ 
ately anti-hunt Jenny Jones. It was a surprising 
result (not least to Jones who resigned after 
just one term in the Commons). I was there at 
the count and will never forget the exultation 
as Labour’s majority of 5,118 was announced. 
I wrote at the time: “As the feely-huggy brigade 
cheered Jenny Jones, a great roar went up, like 
a pack baying at the kill. And they reflected on 
how easily they had flushed out and culled the 
fox-hunting barrister in Wolverhampton South 
West. Tallyho.” Cold logic tells us that the fate 
of a small furry predator should not influence 
great affairs of state. But it does, and by sup¬ 
porting the hunt Theresa May is risking millions 
of votes. 

ISRAEL has released covert footage of a Pal¬ 
estinian hunger striker allegedly eating biscuits 
and sweets in his cell. I am reminded of a read¬ 
er some years ago who solemnly informed me 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


that, all other tactics having failed, he was going 
on hunger strike to pursue a grievance with his 
local council. Three hours later he rang to say 
he had called it off. Had he forced the council to 
back down? “No,” he explained. “I was bloody 
famished.” 

A FORMER comrade of the hate preacher 
Anjem Choudary is reported to have returned 
from Syria to the UK where he is working as a 
pizza delivery rider. Hell, this is serious. In the 
great scheme of things, I bet far more lardy-arse 
Britons are killed every year by take-away pizza 
than by terrorism. Double-thick, special greasy 
12-incher with extra spicy sausage for the infi¬ 
del at No 33. 

WALKING down the lane, I spotted a little 
chap not more than two feet tall with his arms 
folded. We studied each other, 100 yards apart. 
He turned out to be a hare standing on his back 
legs, and I’ve never seen any animal looking 
quite so human. I wonder if that’s where lepre¬ 
chaun sightings came from. 

THIS is the time of year when male pheasants 
- sometimes called the poor man’s peacock - 
emerge in the greatest glory. They are as stately 
as an ibis, as richly hued as a bird of paradise 
and far better behaved than peacocks. We have 
one peacock in the garden at Chateau Rhodes 
who comes to the window with his harem of 
five hens and taps on the pane to be fed. Every 
human who sees him is bowled over by his iri¬ 
descent plumage and dramatic scarlet wattles. 
The mystery is that his rather drab mates seem 


totally unimpressed by his display. His most 
dazzling courtship display is met by their utter 
indifference. Some weeks from now the chicks 
will appear. I often wonder how. 

PREACHING the benefits of an inquiring 
mind, Jeremy Corbyn says: “I don’t consider 
myself the world’s greatest intellectual but you 
learnt from everybody, don’t close your mind to 
the thoughts of others.” Pity he didn’t follow that 
mantra in his schooldays. Corbyn was a priv¬ 
ileged pupil but despite the benefits of a prep 
school and grammar school, he achieved only 
two dismal E-grade passes in his A -levels. Like 
he says, not the world’s greatest intellectual. 

AND while we’re on it, why this 1950s-style 
obsession with nationalising the railways and 
squeezing the banks until the pips squeak? 
Half the population hardly ever uses a train and 
how many of us even know a single investment 
banker, let alone blame him for our ills? If Really 
Old Labour wants my vote (and such a thing is 
not impossible), then get a grip on the dodgiest 
sector of them all. Nationalise the entire insur¬ 
ance industry with its mega-rich bosses, phony 
competition, utter contempt for loyal customers 
and endless payouts to ‘whiplash victims’ who 
are no such thing. Dozens of firms are selling 
identical policies with premiums vastly inflat¬ 
ed to cover the cost of celebrity advertising 
and stuffed toys. Sweep it all away, create the 
British Insurance Authority, eliminate the indus¬ 
trial-scale corruption and give us proper insur¬ 
ance, for the people, by the people. Or is that 
too radical, Jez? 

AS I’m on holiday this week, I’d be grateful if 
you would hold those emails for a few days. Es¬ 
pecially you three-a-day correspondents. You 
know who you are. 


TAmNGPOjN^^ 

I’m voting 
green, in 
the garden 
of course 

GRIPPED by election fever? Thought not. 

I haven’t been either. 

Until, that is, I had ‘visitors’ the other 
evening and I suddenly had a rather good 
idea. 

Why don’t we, the electorate, offer up 
our own manifesto in place of all the waf¬ 
fle the political parties are inflicting on 
us? Let me explain. 

There I was, out in the back garden, 
doing a bit of early evening weeding 
when . . . Ding-Dong. 

Off come the gardening gloves and 
dusty old boots, and off I go to see who’s 
at the door. 

Trouble is, by the time I’ve traipsed 
through the house, all I can see is a group 
of them disappearing round the corner 
before I can even get to the front door. 

They being half a dozen ‘political’ types 
who are obviously calling at as many 
homes as they can, simply to find out 
who the occupants intend to vote for. And 
how did I know they were canvassing for 
votes? Because two, yes two, party leaf¬ 
lets were on the mat in the porch. Such 
an impersonal calling card, I’m sure you’ll 
agree. 

Incidentally, the environmentally friend¬ 
ly types among you will be pleased to 
hear that the leaflets went straight in the 
recycling bin, which by coincidence was 
being emptied the next day. 

So what would I have said if I’d got to 
the door in time? 

They’ll never know, but for the benefit 
of the next lot who come a’ knocking, 
here goes. 

Firstly, in case they think I need per¬ 
suading to get out and vote on June 8, 

I have used every vote I’ve had since I 
turned 18, except for a European elec¬ 
tion when I could not get back from work 
in time before the polling station closed 
(yes, we journalists have the hardest job 
in the world!). 

Second, there is one party I have never 
voted for and hope I never have to. 

Next, there is one party I will vote for as 
a tactical move. 

Then there is the ‘default’ party I have 
voted for when I cannot make my mind 
up about, or have been unimpressed by, 
any of the others. 

Added to all this, there have been times 
when my choice has been based on, ba¬ 
sically, me being vindictive against cer¬ 
tain other candidates on the ballot paper. 

Finally, there is a party whose princi¬ 
ples I endorse but for a million and one 
reasons can’t always find it in me to sup¬ 
port. 

So, what does my personal manifesto 
look like? Just one paragraph really. 

The party which promises to outlaw 
cold calling by any political candidates 
or their representatives, thus leaving me 
in peace to get on with some gardening, 
gets my vote. 

Now, if that’s not a vote winner, I don’t 
know what is. 

STEVE PARLETT 


ABBYDIRECT 

TIMBER SUPPLIES 

Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm Sat 8.30am - 1 pm 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC & TRADE 



Skirtings • Architraves Planed Timbers 
Sawn Timbers • Sheet Materials 
Fencing Panels • Garden Gates 
Decking Etc 


Tel: 01384 456201 
Mob: 07967 588161 


Hello! 

Thinking about 

adoption? 

Come along to your regional 
info event - no need to 
register, just arrive at 6pm 

Tuesday 30th May 
Village Hotel 
Castlegate Way 
Dudley 
DY1 4TB 




why replace whe^ O ^r DDBH 

u du cai a, refac-e? 

Call Gary For a Free Estimate: 


’Free estimating and planning 
’Trusted reputation 
’Low cost with minimal hassle 
and disruption 


01384 375 224 

www.dreamdoors.co.uk 
dy@dreamdoors.co.uk 
Dream Doors 
26 Lower High Street, 
Stourbridge, DY8 1TA 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 




• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5075279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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Avoid using plastic to save the planet 

I HAVE heard that TV presenter Si- who were upset at having to pay 5p. We week or month? I don’t know. But it 
mon Reeve has taken a ‘no single-use have become so indoctrinated into our would be interesting to try. 
plastic’ pledge in June. Reading about convenient, cheap, throwaway ideology According to the society, the amount 
this has made me realise just how that we forget about the wider world, of plastic litter on our streets, parks, 
much plastic has taken over our lives Fewer carrier bags has resulted in less canals, rivers and beaches has risen 
and how often I buy a plastic bottle, litter and pollution - win-win for hu- by 180 per cent in 20 years. Plastic is 
drink the contents and discard it. mans and animals alike. often found in the stomachs of wildlife 

I am not a litter bug and will always Simon Reeve is taking up the pledge which lives in the seas, and can even 
throw the plastic item in a bin, in ideal for a good reason - he’s backing the kill them. Turtles are one example, 
circumstances in a specific recycling Marine Conservation Society, which There are predictions that there 
bin. But what if there was less plastic is asking people to give up single-use could be more plastic than fish in our 
in the first place? plastics for up to a month. Could I join seas by 2050. Is that the world we want 

When the charge for plastic carrier Simon and give up conveniences like to leave our grandchildren? 
bags came into effect, I couldn’t believe ready meals, pre-packed sandwiches ALAN DAVIS 
the negative reaction from some people and plastic-bottled drinks for a day, Darlaston 


Ramadan 
charity in 
community 

IT is now the start of Rama¬ 
dan, a month of many bless¬ 
ings, where one reflects on 
their life. 

One of the obligations for 
a Muslim during the month 
of Ramadan is giving zakat, 
making charitable donations 
to the poor and needy. Most 
Muslims have always sent 
their zakat to Third World 
countries, where there is 
much starvation and dona¬ 
tions are needed the most. 

Not once did I ever im¬ 
agine that in my own com¬ 
munity that there would be 
people living in very desper¬ 
ate situations. 

The first obligation is to 
help your closest in need. 
Many in the borough live 
in poverty and children go 
hungry. So, please, this year 
consider giving your zakat 
to your local food banks. 

I will donate to my local 
food bank in Brierley Hill 
and I hope you will all help 
your local communities too. 

Ramadan Mubarak To 
Everyone. 

FATIMA ZARA 

Brierley Hill 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Gueen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 


Estate’s woodland 
walk is in a state 

WE don’t have much going for us on Russells Hall Estate, 
what with the rabbit run traffic coming through each day, 
hundreds of double parked cars from the hospital, numer¬ 
ous traffic calming bumps and the prospect of more traffic 
with new houses being built near the Spar supermarket. 

But we do now have a new woodland walk at the top 
of Russells Hall Road. I’m sure everyone has noticed the 
lovely lawns on the left coming down the hill, which had 
not been cut since last year, are trimmed around the edges 
and a path has been cut through the trees, leaving all the 
weeds and leaves about two-feet high in the middle. 

This must save Dudley Council at least half an hour a 
month in wages. I know we are looking for savings but this 
is a joke. 

JOHN CAPEWELL 

Dudley 


Fury over 
care hit by 
the hackers 

WOW what a wake-up call 
and I’m really hacked off! 

How dare lives be put at 
risk by “hackers”! 

What right have these 
irresponsible people to elec¬ 
tronically interfere with the 
medical care of thousands of 
people? 

Who knows how many 
people have had cancer 
treatment delayed, or per¬ 
haps, life-saving operations 
cancelled? 

If this hacking is 
state-sponsored, organised 
crime or some nerd in a bed¬ 
room, the reality is our NHS 
was brought to its knees. 

This is a warning to us all, 
that the firewalls we have 
been lured into believing are 
protecting us, our health, 
economy, and security, ob¬ 
viously don’t work. 

So what have we learnt? 
It seems very little, if we ha¬ 
ven’t got back-up systems to 
protect our data, money and 
lives. 

S T VAUGHAN 

Birmingham 


HIMLEY PARK 


VINTAGE 



anci < ^xxunt^ c dal^/ 


SUNDAY 4TH JUNE 2017 • 10AM - 4PM 



FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
TRACTION ENGINES, FAIRGROUND 
ORGANS Sc VINTAGE VEHICLES 
COUNTRY FAIR 

including arts & crafts, street foods, vintage stalls and 
hand crafted collectables. 

Children’s funfair • Punch & Judy show • Live music 
Free admission • Car parking charge 

For more information please call Himley Hall on 01384 817817 


n . . A I Himley Park, Himley, Dudley, 

U U Q 10y West Midlands DY3 4DF 

Metropolitan Borough Council J 



Cleaning 

Services now available 
to restore all your uPVC 
products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning 
available 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


im^LL^SucSi 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


Windows^ Doorsj'Conservatories? 
Orang eries^ porches^ Fasciasl 
and "Soffit* Boards ^ 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON JUNE INSTALLATIONS 


[5T30pm] 


Weekdays 


FREEPHONE 


Blacktieath! 
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STRAITS MOBILITY 

• Service www.straitsmobility.co.uk 

• Repair 

STAIRLIFTS 
STRAIGHT & CURVED 

FULLY FITTED NEW FROM £1195 
RECONDITIONED FROM £700 

In Store Demonstration available 

Free! Home survey and fitting on all stairlifts. 

All work carried out by fully qualified engineers 

LARGE RANGE 
OF NEW AND 
PRE-OWNED 
SCOOTERS 
AVAILABLE 




RISE & RECLINER 
CHAIRS 



from 

3, Middlepark Road, Russells Hall 
Estate, Dudley DY12LW 
Open Mon-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm 
( , ^ Sat 9.30am- 12.30pm 

01384 356 356 



NOW OPEN AT 


BILSTON 

INDOOR MARKET 

Monday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday 


U 


— 


SP RING jlSlHERE 

'.DOES ffOU RiRRORERTyj 
NEED A SRRING V CLIEAN? 


Due to popular 
demand now taking 
bookings for Weekends 
and Bank Holidays 



At BTF we specialise in the external cleaning of properties. 
Our team of experts are trained to tackle and revive the 
most dirty and worn of driveways, patios, tiled roofs 
and UPVC products. Based in Halesowen we offer a 
professional, friendly and efficient service, with thousands 
of satisfied customers across the West Midlands. 


✓ Driveway and Patio cleaning 
✓ Driveway Sealing and Recolouring 
✓ UPVC Guttering, Fascia and Soffits, washed & cleaned 
v Conservatories and Orangeries cleaned (inside & out) 
✓ Tiled roofs washed and cleaned 



For all of your external cleaning requirements, 

call the experts at BTF Cleaning Services!! 


BTF 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: Ol 384 568345 


£12m move by casino creates 72 jobs 



An artist’s impression of Casino 36 at Castlegate in Dudley, which will replace the nearby Castle Casino 

A CASINO and bingo hall will move to launch of a casino in Wolverhampton, technology. The casino will provide all 
a Dudley retail park as part of a £12 Group general manager Craig Dob- the traditional casino favourites, such 
million investment creating 72 jobs. son said: “Castlegate Park already has as roulette and blackjack, as well as 
Castle Casino will relaunch as Ca- many great facilities, we wanted to the latest innovations.” 
sino 36 and move to a new building build on that and drive more visitors The move follows hot on the heels 
at Castlegate Park. The venue will to the area. of Mecca Bingo’s arrival in the town, 

be over two floors with the casino up- Mnrlom Mecca is taking over the former Select 

stairs. IVIOCiern and g ave shop on High Street under 

Bosses hope the move to the busy re- “We are keen to maintain the tradi- the banner Luda, a chain of smaller 
tail park will see it benefit from being tional Black Country roots of our ex- clubs aiming to appeal to the younger 
close to other attractions including the isting Castle Casino but with a modern generation. That will create 25 jobs. 
Showcase Cinema and restaurants, look. Khurshid Ahmed, regeneration boss 

The larger venue is expected to open “The ground floor will house a 450 at Dudley Council, said: “We support 
next year. seat main stage bingo hall, which will any opportunity for growth for busi- 

The move continues the company’s provide up to 14 sessions per week, nesses and creating jobs to boost the 
investment, coming after the recent with state-of-the-art facilities and night-time economy.” 


Advertisement 

BTF Cleaning Services is celebrating its 17th 
year in business, and are experts 
in external cleaning and maintenance. 


W e specialise in cleaning, sealing, 
recoloring, sanding and weed killing 
driveways, patios and tiled roofs! 

We also offer a professional chemical deep 
clean of all UPVC products including, 
conservatories (inside and out), Gutters, 
Fascia’s, Soffits, window frames, and 
porches. Our team of experts are trained to 
tackle and revive the most dirty and worn 
UPVC products. 

For our driveway service we use the latest 
rotary jet washing equipment to deep clean a 
variety of driveway and patio surfaces, such 
as block paving, tarmac and concrete and 
tiled roofs. 

The hi-tech equipment we use cleans 
surfaces much quicker and more efficiently 
than the traditional jet wash thus keeping 
excess spray and dirt to an absolute 
minimum. Our cleaning equipment removes 
weeds, moss, surface grime and algae and 
restores surfaces to new. 

All driveways are treated with weed killer 
before jet washing takes place and are 
re-sanded after cleaning, if requested, with 
kiln dried sand. 


For all of your external 
cleaning requirements, 
call the experts at 
BTF Cleaning Services!! 

Call 

01384 568345 


We also offer a re-sealing and recoloring 
service which helps protect the surface 
further and for longer and prevents weeds 
from growing back as quickly and brings 
back that nearly new look. 

We also have a dedicated team of cleaners 
who specialise in the cleaning of all UPVC 
products including: 

• Conservatories (inside and out) 

• Guttering (inside and out) 

• Fascias and Soffits 

• Window Frames and Sills 

• Orangeries 

• Porches/Doors 

The weather causes much of the problems for 
UPVC, discolouring it and leaving deposits of 
algae. Guttering becomes blocked because 
of leaves and moss and causes rainwater to 
overflow. 

Our team clean all UPVC products using 
the latest specialist cleaning agents which 
removes all ingrained dirt bringing back to 
life any dull or faded UPVC and restoring it 
to look like new. 

Request a call back now and receive a 
free no obligation quotation. 

DEAL WITH THE OWNER DIRECT, 

NO SALES REPS! 
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inquest hears of father's 
999 call after stabbings 


A FATHER whose wife and 
son were killed at their home 
phoned 999 to say that he too 
had been stabbed, an inquest 
was told. 

Tracey Wilkinson, aged 50, and 
Pierce Wilkinson, 13, both died of 
multiple stab wounds on March 
30, following the attack at their 
home in Greyhound Lane, Stour¬ 
bridge. 

Their husband and father Peter 
Wilkinson, aged 47, also suffered 
life-threatening injuries in the inci¬ 
dent but survived. 

Aaron Barley, aged 23, of no fixed 
address, has admitted attempted mur¬ 
der of Mr Wilkinson, but has not en¬ 
tered a plea on two counts of murder. 

Last week Black Country Coroner 
Zafar Siddique opened the inquests 
on Tracey and Pierce, but adjourned it 
until the criminal case had concluded. 

Coroner’s officer Joanne Stokes 
said: “The circumstances were that on 
March 30 a call was received by police 
from Peter Wil k inson stating he had 
been stabbed at home. 

Critical 

“On arrival Peter was found in the 
garden and his wife and son were 
found in the house. 

“Peter was taken to hospital in a 
critical condition and has now been 
released. Unfortunately Tracey was 
pronounced deceased and Pierce was 
pronounced deceased at Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital on March 30. The 
cause of death for Tracey Wilkinson 
was multiple stab wounds and for 
Pierce it is multiple stab wounds.” 

Detective Chief Inspector Ed Foster 
also spoke at the hearing to provide 
an update on Barley’s case saying he 
would next appear at Birmingham 
Crown Court on July 19. 

Mr Wilkinson and his daughter 




Pierce Wilkinson, aged 13, died 


Tracey Wilkinson was found dead 




Flowers at the scene of the tragedy 

Lydia Wilkinson, aged 18, were not 
present at the hearing, which lasted 
less than 20 minutes. 

Coroner Mr Siddique said: “In light 
of the circumstances and the tragic 
deaths of Pierce and Tracey Wilkinson 
I am going to formally suspend the 
inquest pending the outcome of the 


Peter Wilkinson suffered serious injuries 

criminal trial. “I have heard a further 
hearing is taking place in July so I will 
formally suspend the hearing until 
after then. 

“May I take this opportunity to offer 
my sincere and deepest condolences 
for the family’s loss in these tragic cir¬ 
cumstances.” 


BORSHCH 


PEAR TREE LANE, DUDLEY 
DY2 OQU • 01384 571 879 

Gas & Electrical Superstore Open: Mon - Sat 9.30am-6pm Sun 10am-4pm 


Cooking 


OPEN BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 10AM - 4PM 


Laundry 


RANGE COOKERS 


GAS COOKERS 





TUMBLE DRYERS Hoover 8KG 1400 spin 
washing machine 




Refrigeration 



CHEST 

FREEZERS 





WASHING 

MACHINES 


Integrated Appliances 



INTEGRATED HOBS INTEGRATED WASHING 
MACHINES 


Ili-E 


INTEGRATED 

FRIDGE 

FREEZERS 






FREE STANDARD 
DELIVERY 

ON PURCHASES OVER 
£150.00 WITH THIS VOUCHER” 


|pS BIRMINGHAM 

WALSALL 

ERDINGTON 

Upper Trinity Street 

Unit 17-19 

1 -41 Sutton Road 

Birmingham B9 4EG 

Victorian Arcade WS1 1 RE 

Erdington B23 6QH 

0121 773 6361 

01922 279927 

0121 448 0202 

Extended guarantee available • Members of Retra 

Pictures for illustration purposes only • Prices subject to availability • Sirius Retailer of the Year 2012 


iiaiSi 


CHOICE 


ATHROOMS 


“Our company is owned and run by local 
tradesmen meaning the work is carried out 
properly and on time. We strive to keep our 
prices as low as possible in order to keep 
within the budgets of retired, disabled and 
working families which make up 95% 
of our customers.” 

YOUR ARMCHAIR GUIDE 
TO A NEW BATHROOM 


MAY 
& JUNE 

fitting dates 

NOW BEING 
RESERVED 


• DECISION 

Phone us for a No Obligation Quote 
(Daytime / Evenings or Weekends) 

• QUOTATION 

Design/Planning & Materials & Suite all chosen 
in your home & an on the spot price given. 

• INSTALLATION 

The Job is started & completed in around 5 
days & left clean & tidy with all rubbish removed 

• INSPECTION 

Everything is thoroughly checked with yourself 
at the end of the job to your satisfaction. 

• COMPLETION 

Only when you are delighted with the finished 
job, do we accept your final balance. 

• RECOMMENDATION 

We hope YOUR CHOICE will be your friends choice 


EXAMPLE 
FULL JOB FOR 

£ 3850.00 

• 90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 

• 15 SQM Wall Tiles 

• Tiled Floor 
• Replacement Shower 

• New Basin & WC 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 
FOR OUR RETIRED & 
DISABLED CUSTOMERS 


SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your bath? 
We will remove the Bath & 
Fit an easy access low level 
round, square or oblong 
cubicle & Tiled inside. 

Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£ 2150.00 


VAT 1 
FREE 

IN 

qualifying I 

CASES M 


FOR FREE FRIENDLY 
ADVICE AND A WARM 
WELCOME PHONE US NOW 
TO BOOKYOUR FREE SURVEY 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Showroom also at: 39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 

CHROME HEATED ^lOoTsTioas 

LADDER RAIL F 


FREE 

FULL SIZE 


/safe] Borshchelectric 


www.borshchelectric.co.uk 


FITTED WITH EVERY 
BATHROOM SOLD 


SHOWROOM OPEN 
9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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Simply Confident.. Simply NjturjL. 


m 1 



9 Free Consultation 
Dentures 
‘Copy Sets 


i 


Denoted J 
o %mHe he a pleased 
with in path fit and 
fc* oppeom*te 


Wearing dentures has been a €*difcr*e for M *e The 
denture ne K*d be by h>$ dentist was uncomfortable, 
he ragularS' used fixative and was unhappy with the appear* 
ance. Wanting to get a denture he was comfortable with and 
to meet his desired appearance was our aim. 

We offer you the <hanre to see the O nira Techn<ian who 
actuaty makes your dentures. Tins gives you the confidence 
that you wfl get the smile you deserve. We take time to 
listen to your individual denture needs. Offering the latest 
bespoke treatments to create a plan that is rght for you 


Call us for information or free consultation on 01902 664634 
For more information see... www.simplydentures.net 

16-17 Rosev-lle Precinct, Castle Street, Coseley, WV14 9f P 


Sky turns red for museum’s big night 






The sky turned an appropriate colour for the museum’s Red by Night event, part of a European-wide Museums at Night festival 


BLACK by day and red by night - the 
industrial roots of the Black Country 
were stoked up again for an annual 
event which drew in more than a thou¬ 
sand people. 

Hammers clanged and sparks flew 
as visitors to the Black Country Living 
Museum in Dudley. 

As part of the European annual Mu¬ 
seums at Night festival, the museum 
opened its doors on Saturday for re¬ 
duced admission and recreated scenes 
from history with dozens of skilled 
demonstrators. 

Craftsmen, a brass quartet and Vic¬ 
torian shopkeepers were among the 
line-up along the cobbled streets of 


the outdoor museum on Tipton Road. 

And, suitably, the sky turned red at 
one point to match American Consul 
to Birmingham, Elihu Burritt’s de¬ 
scription of the region in 1862, when 
he said it was ‘black by day and red 
by night’, due to the furnaces glowing 
at night. 

Different 

Andrew Lovett, director and chief 
executive at Black Country Living 
Museum, said: “It is the first of our 
evening events and we’re doing many 
more. There’s 1,600 people here and 
it’s something very different from 
normal. 


“It’s not a traditional museum, we 
show things, demonstrate things and 
create experience coming into here. 
Wherever you are from the museum 
has almost a magnetic pull for people 
and the area. People come back. It’s 
been a great success and it’s lovely so 
many people have turned up.” 

Gareth Poole, from Codsall, said: 
“The kids love it here. It’s a great 
experience for them and it’s nice to 
see them enjoy themselves and learn 
about the history.” Caroline Smith, 
from Smethwick, said: “Fve been com¬ 
ing here since I was a little girl and I 
can’t get enough of it. It’s always spe¬ 
cial to come at night.” 



SUMMER 


UPTO 50% OFF 


Call about our Special 



SALE 


ALL PRODUCTS THIS SUMMER 


Wow don’t miss out! 

4 Windows and a Composite Door fully fitted for Oflly £2005 m m 


DW Windows 


• 4 white Upvc double glazed windows 

• Any size manufacturable 

• A+13 Energy Rated 

• One opener per window 

• 10 year insurance backed guarantee 

• Fully fitted 

• Any style, any size, any colour 
standard composite door 

Visit one of the leading Midland double glazing 
showrooms and you wont be disappointed in 
what you see. 

Six conservatories two orangeries, two porches, 

27 doors, three sliding patios, two bifold doors, 
sliding sash windows. 


Dear Dave, 

We would like to say how pleased we are with 
the new windows. Your fitters were very good in every 
way. They were professional and their work was of a high 
standard. We appreciated how they left everything clean and 
tidy. We are delighted with the excellent service and we will 
be in touch again shortly for another replacement window. 

We will happily recommend you. 

Mr Challenor, Swan Bank, Penn 


Dear Dave, 

Thank you for all the work you have done on the conservatory. 
The whole job is perfect I am really pleased with everything. 
We have already recommended you to three people. 

Mrs Griffiths, Cotwall End Road, 

Lower Gomal 


BUILT ON QUALITY, AFFORDABILITY AND RELIABILITY 


WINDOWS, DOORS & 
CONSERVATORY CENTRE 


El 






FENSA 


8 Meadow Lane (Off Shaw Road), Coseley, West Midlands, WV14 9NQ Tel: 01902 661779 | 7 Brick Street, Sedgley DY3 1 NT Tel: 01902 662511 Stourbridge 01384 900 185 


www.dwwindows.co.uk Freephone: 0800 9990808 


*Not in conjunction with any other offer. 
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Hugh leads the way in 
charity cycle challenge 


THEY came, they saw, they con¬ 
quered - hundreds of cyclists took 
on the hills of Shropshire, all in the 
name of charity. 

More than 700 entrants for the 
second Round the Wrekin sportive, 
set to raise thousands of pounds for 
Wolverhampton’s Compton Hospice. 

Cyclists took part in one of three 
challenges - the epic 100 mile route, 
the standard 64 mile route and the 
short, 24 mile course, named the 
Hugh Porter route. 

Cycling legend Hugh, who took 
part in the 24 miles route, said he 
was delighted with the turnout and 
stayed throughout the day to give 
medals to those taking part. 

He added: “It’s great to beat 
last year’s target, for such a good 
cause. I’m just happy to be involved. 
Somewhere in life most families get 
touched with cancer - I lost my sis¬ 


ter and I lost my uncle in the hos¬ 
pice, so there’s a certain amount of 
poignancy there to be involved. 

“I rode with a group of club mates 
and people I’ve ridden with over the 
years, some people I go way back to 
school with. There’s a nice comrad- 
ery with cyclists, it’s been a great 
day.” 

With riders aged from 10 to 85, 
cyclists made trips from as far 
Northern Ireland to take part. Some 
dusted off tandems and one woman - 
Karen Flavell, 53, from Wombourne 
- took on the race after undergoing 
a heart transplant just three years 
ago. She said: “Three years ago al¬ 
most to do the day I had my heart 
transplant. I had cardiomyopathy all 
my life, but things started deterio¬ 
rating ten years ago - it got to the 
point where I needed a new one. It’s 
great now I can do anything.” 



Hugh Porter leads the charity cycling event, which set off from Dudley Kingswinford Rugby Club 


Jobless figures are 
up across borough 

THE number of people claiming unemployment benefits 
in the Dudley borough rose last month. 

It came after the unemployment total in the West 
Midlands fell by 5,000 to 161,000 in the three months 
to March. 

Nationally the unemployment rate fell to a 42-year low 
with a record number of people in work, Office for Na¬ 
tional Statistics figures show. 

Those claiming in Dudley, including Jobseeker’s Al¬ 
lowance and Universal Credit, were up 45 on March to 
5,925 - 3.1 per cent of the working population. 

Councillor David Sparks, Dudley Counncil’s cabinet 
member for finance, said: “There’s no particular rea¬ 
son why there should be such a small movement in the 
statistics. The fundamental problem for Dudley and the 
rest of the Black Country isn’t how many people are in 
work, but what skills they have and are able to obtain in 
order to stay in employment or gain other jobs.” 

South Staffordshire also saw a rise of 20 to 790 (1.2 per 
cent) and Wyre Forest, including Kidderminster, was up 
five to 835 (1.4 per cent). 


Judge says 
tax cheat 
builder was 
'greedy' 


A ‘GREEDY’ builder from Stourbridge who 
fiddled his expenses in a bid to cut his tax 
bill by more than £30,000 has been jailed for 
18 months. 

Adam Turner started the ruse after reckoning 
he had been short changed by an employer, a judge 
heard at Wolverhampton Crown Court. 

The 45-year-old family man had allegedly been prom¬ 


ised additional expenses on 
top of his wages but ended 
up with less money being 
paid into his bank account 
than he had expected, so 
he decided to make up the 
difference with bogus tax 
deductible expense claims, 
the court was told. 

He continued the racket 
when the supposed short 
fall had been recouped and 
illegally claimed a total of 
£31,405 in eight months 
before a tax inspector found 
out, said Mr James Bruce, 
prosecuting. 

The Inland Revenue man¬ 
aged to put a stop on £9,554 
of the requested refunds 
meaning that Turner still 
walked away with £21,851 
he was not entitled to. 

Recover 

The Inland Revenue will 
now have to take civil action 
to recover the money. 

Mr Simon Hanns, de¬ 
fending, said: “He has 
changed his working prac¬ 
tices considerably since this 
happened. He became self 
employed during the period 
of the offence. 

“His own business is now 
controlled entirely by his 
accountant. It is highly un¬ 
likely that he will ever come 
before a court again.” 


By John Scott 


Mr Hanns said: “It 
started because he was 
being cut short by his em¬ 
ployer but accepts that what 
he did after that was unac¬ 
ceptable and is thoroughly 
ashamed.” 

Turner, of Riversleigh 
Drive, Stourbridge, admit¬ 
ted 10 charges of tax evasion 
between October 3, 2011, 
and April 12, 2012. 

He was sent to prison by 
Judge Barry Berlin who told 
him: “This was greedy, cyni¬ 
cal and persistent offending. 

“There was no need for it. 
People get desperate and do 
not thieve in this way. You 
got the taste for easy money. 

“You invented vastly in¬ 
flated expenses, which had 
never been incurred, to 
claim money back from the 
Inland Revenue. The claims 
did not come from anywhere 
other than your imagina¬ 
tion. 

“This was a serious mat¬ 
ter and the general public 
rightly expect anybody who 
defrauds the Revenue to 
have an immediate custo¬ 
dial term. It is important 
that this message goes out 
because people who do this 
are stealing from all of us.” 


Chance to join the 
cast of Dolly musical 


A THEATRE group is preparing to stage its new show lat¬ 
er this year and there’s a chance to join the cast. 

Cradley Heath Amateur Operatic Society, known as 
CHAOS, will be performing Dolly Parton’s 9 to 5 - The 
Musical this November. The group is looking for fresh tal¬ 
ent, mainly male performers and dancers, to take part. 

Group spokesman, Paul Murdock, said: “New members 
will be welcomed into the ‘family’ of the longest established 
amateur operatic society in the Black Country and whilst 
we rehearse regularly in the Old Hill area, we also hold 
social events such as quiz and race nights as well as the 
annual trip to London and dinner dance. We like to support 
local actors, singers and dancers.” 

The musical will be the group’s first show in 
its new home venue, Stourbridge Town Hall. 
Email the group on chaos@chaosoperatics.co. 
uk or call (01384) 293913. 



FOR THE SPRING BANK HO LI DA 

SJ EXTRA 

discount 

off our already low 



This BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND everything is reduced 
throughout our 35,000 sq.ft, superstore! 

There’s special introductory offers & extra discount. 

It’s simply a great time to buy this Spring Bank Holiday Weekend! 



©Ti LLIAM&S0NS 

" What ever your budget or style... we’ve got the furniture to suit!” 

Level Street I Merry Hill I Dudley I West Midlands I DY51UA I T. 01384 77444 I www.williamandsons.co.uk 
BANK HOLIDAY OPENING HOURS: Friday 10-5.30pm, Saturday 10-6pm, Sunday 11-5pm, Bank Holiday Monday 10-6pm 


Alstons Baker tfbardi mmrnm 


htl I.rbm MyotV rauch I I RMffJU ^ - - 
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KEEPING YOUR HOME AUTHENTIC, SAFE AND ENERGY EFFICIENT THIS SPRING 
BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES & ORANGERIES 

We are a professional, family run, local company who have over 35 years year-on-year trading installing quality windows, doors, conservatories 
and orangeries. We pride ourselves on our high quality standards and that we can offer all our customers total satisfaction on whatever you need. 



For more information call us now on 


FENSA 

til 10753 


or visit our website at 

Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 

j Opening Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 10am-2pm ’ 


storm 















Brothers jailed after 
stealing half a £5 note 



Bungling criminal brothers Barry Millward, left, and Gareth Donnelly 


TWO bungling brothers from 
Tividale escaped with just 
half a worthless torn five 
pound note when they raided 
a Black Country filling sta¬ 
tion, a judge heard. 

The pair made a grab for cash in 
the till at the same time as a quick 
thinking assistant seized the fiv¬ 
er too and lost a tug of war over 
the note, Wolverhampton Crown 
Court was told. 

But the robbery still cost half-broth¬ 
ers Gareth Donnelly and Barry Mill- 
ward dear when they were jailed for a 
total of five and a half years. 

Staff were suspicious when the duo 
walked into Apple Green Services, 
also known as Tamebridge Services, 
in Bridge Street, Wednesbury on Sep¬ 
tember 9, said Mr Christopher O’Gor¬ 
man, prosecuting. 

The woman behind the counter car¬ 
ried on serving other customers until 
the two men were the only ones left 
inside the shop. 

Millward, aged 36, was standing by 
the entrance and told his brother ‘just 
buy some chocolate’, continued the 
prosecutor. 

Lunge 

Donnelly did as he was told and 
proffered a £1 coin as payment for the 
confectionary. As soon as the till was 
opened to get his change, the 35-year- 
old made a lunge for the cash inside, 
the court heard. 

Mr O’Gorman continued: “As he 
made a grab for the money the female 
assistant instinctively pushed it fur¬ 
ther into the till.” 

Then a customer who had just left 
the store noticed the disturbance and 
returned to throw a drinks can at Mill- 
ward, hitting him on the head. The 
thieves then fled with their half a five 
pound note. 


The woman assistant later told po¬ 
lice Donnelly had grabbed her hand 
during the bungled bid to snatch the 
money but did not injure her. 

Both men had a long list of previous 
convictions. 

Millward’s included robbery, bur¬ 
glary, blackmail, theft and assault. 
Mr Zaheer Afzal, defending, explained 
that the father-of- four had been 
blighted by Class A drug addiction for 
years despite unsuccessful attempts at 
rehabilitation. 

Donnelly, of Dale Terrace, and Mill- 
ward, of Trafalgar Court, Birmingham 
New Road, Tividale, both admitted 


robbery and were each jailed for two 
and half years. Millward also received 
a consecutive six month sentence for 
breaking the terms of his bail. 

Judge Michael Challinor said: “Rob¬ 
bery is always a serious offence but 
this falls into the lowest category. 
There was minimal force used and 
minimal harm done.” 

But the judge also told him: “This 
must have cost taxpayers thousands of 
pounds. I was then told you had lied 
and police were unable to trace you 
until a warrant was issued for your ar¬ 
rest. This was a cynical manipulation 
of the justice system.” 


ASHWOOD NURSERIES 



NURSERY I TEA ROOM 


GIFT SHOP 




MAILORDER 

; in 4L 

ummer 

1 st May-3 0 th June 

Create a garden full of COLOUR 

Beautiful seasonal flowering plants 
in the spotlight 

Lots of special offers & promotions 
on selected garden sundries available 
throughout May & June 



Come and visit US... we are situated just off the A449, 
1 mile south of Wall Heath, follow the brown tourist signs 

• Beautiful Plants & Nursery 

• Garden Shop & Gift Shop 

• Tea Room (Open 9:45am - 4:45pm daily) 

• Outdoor Children’s Play Area 



John’s Garden Charity Open Day 

Saturday 3rd June 

10am-4pm | £5 entrance 

JAtso in the garden 

SONGS FROM THE SHOWS 2-3PM* 

performed by members of 
Stourbridge Operatic Company, 
a musical tribute to the late Margaret Morgan, 
Ash wood's much-loved volunteer and long-serving 
member of Stourbridge Operatic 

All proceeds donated to The Beacon Centre 
For further info please call us or visit our website 
‘performance weather permitting 



ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM 13 * 
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Ashwood Nurseries, Ashwood Lower Lane, Kingswinford, DY6 OAE Tel: 01384 401996 
Open Mon to Sat 8.30am - 5:30pm & Sundays: 9am - 5:30pm 



<^> Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 





10 % 

OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED 




What our customers say... 

‘‘Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


Don't Settle for Less 

• Kitchens • Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms C Extensions 
# Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
repiacem&nt to an extension 

HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 



at QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

U THE GUILD j§ 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN WP J 

Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


We are now members of 

Checka 

Where reputation matters 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 

60% plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


Head Office & Showroom 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

01299 877718 | 01384 232413 | 0121 550 4821 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm 
Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

WE WILL NOT 
LET YOU DOWN 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 




www.qualitykitchenmakeoversltd.co.uk FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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Rough sleeping 
'shames us' says 
region’s new mayor 


THE first meeting has taken place of a task 
force set up by West Midlands Mayor Andy 
Street to tackle homelessness and rough 
sleeping in towns and cities across the re¬ 
gion. 

The Mayor’s Homelessness Task Force 
gathered for the first time on Friday and 
includes Police and Crime Commissioner 
David Jamieson and West Midlands Police 
Assistant Chief Constable Alex Murray. 

It includes national and regional chari¬ 
ties such as St Basil’s, the Royal British Le¬ 
gion, SIFA Fireside, Langar Aid, Emmaus 
Coventry and Dudley-based CHADD. 

It also features representatives from 
housing groups, local authorities and busi¬ 
ness organisations - including Colmore 
Business Improvement District - in recog¬ 
nition of the different solutions. 

The first focus of the group is to oversee 
a dramatic reduction in the levels of rough 
sleeping but with a focus on the underlying 
issues. 

Message 

Andy Street, Mayor of the West Mid¬ 
lands, said: “The message that came back 
from people I spoke to on the election cam¬ 
paign was that they want the Mayor to 
tackle the issue of rough sleeping. 

“Frankly, it’s a situation that shames 
us as a region. This is why I am personally 
going to lead the response. 

“Reflecting on the meeting, it is clear 
there is already lots of brilliant work, no¬ 
tably from the charity sector. 

“However, there is also a clear need for 
co-ordination addressing the underlying 
issues. This is about everybody working 
together, using the resources we have and 
securing new resources, to solve the chal¬ 
lenge. 



West Midlands Mayor Andy Street 

“There is real enthusiasm for a concerted 
and co-ordinated approach to this and I am 
encouraged by the early progress we have 
made. 

“I was very grateful for everyone’s com¬ 
mitment today and I feel confident that by 
working together we can make a difference.” 

Among the ideas being suggested is an al¬ 
ternative giving system, which would enable 
members of the public to donate to organisa¬ 
tions that prevent rough sleeping. 


MIDLANDS 

EXCLUSIVE 



Find your nearest branch at selcobw.com 

ALL prices excLude VAT. Prices vaLid untiL 30/06/17 


More pupils seek counselling for exam stress 


HUNDREDS of children in the West Midlands 
are being counselled for overwhelming exam 
stress, new research reveals. 

Counsellors carried out 850 sessions in the 
past two years mostly with youngsters in the 
12-15 year age group. However, this year saw 
the biggest rise, up by 21 per cent on 2015-16, 
amongst 16 - 18 year olds preparing for A-lev¬ 
els. More than a fifth of the counselling sessions 


took place in May. Pupils faced with exams are 
turning to Childline, telling counsellors they are 
struggling with subjects, excessive workloads 
and feeling unprepared. 

The figures, released by the NSPCC, showed 
that its West Midlands’ base in Birmingham, 
which also serves the Black Country, was con¬ 
tacted mostly by girls, 496 compared to 354 boys. 

Charity bosses say that young people are con¬ 


sistently telling counsellors that exam stress 
is contributing to depression, anxiety, panic 
attacks, excessive crying, low self-esteem, 
self-harming and suicidal thoughts, or making 
pre-existing mental health conditions worse. 

Peter Wanless, chief executive of the NSPCC 
said: “It is vital that young people are supported 
by family, friends and teachers during the exam 
period to help them do the best they can.” 


History bus tour shows 
that Brum owes success 
to the Black Country 


Stourbridge Speakers Club members celebrate winning the Blarney Stone award 


A COURT case in Halesowen 
and the Goth family from Wolver¬ 
hampton all feature in a history 
tour... of Birmingham. 

A sight-seeing bus, which takes 
passengers on an historical journey 
around the Second City, highlights 
several important and little-known 
links with the Black Country. 

Ian Jelf, a guide on the Big Brum Open- 
Top Buz, which has just launched for the 
2017 season, reveals that Halesowen played 
a part in the discovery that Birmingham 
had a ‘great fire’ long before the Great Fire 
of London. 

The evidence was unearthed about 20 
years ago as the latest reincarnation of the 
Bullring was being built, when archaeolo¬ 
gists found remnants of charred wood from 
medieval timber-framed houses. 

But it was a chance rummage through 
archives, which yielded papers on a Hale¬ 
sowen court case from 1313, that revealed 
how large the blaze had been. 

In the dock was Thomas de Turkebi who 
claimed that all his documents had been 
burned ‘ad magnam combustionem ville de 
Birmingham’, which translates as ‘in the 
great fire of the town of Birmingham’. 

Accepted 

Ian says: “The fact that this was accepted 
without question some 10 or so years after 
the fire, and that it was referred to as ‘the 
great fire’, shows it was a significant event 
that was well known locally. 

“But it wasn’t until 20 years ago that 
anyone was aware of the Great Fire of Bir¬ 
mingham, with these two sources of evi¬ 
dence emerging coincidentally at around 
the same time.” 

The bus tour visits Edgbaston where the 
Goth family, originally from Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, were big landowners after making 
their fortunes in London. 

“They were known as the Turkey mer¬ 
chants, which is a little confusing because 
people think of the birds, but in fact they 
did very well for themselves trading with 
the eastern Mediterranean countries, par¬ 
ticularly Turkey. They came back to the 
Midlands but instead of returning to Wol¬ 
verhampton they settled in Edgbaston.” 

Birmingham’s famous network of canals 
features strongly in the tour and were a 
major link with the Black Country, adds 
Ian, with the raw materials in the Black 
Country and the entrepreneurs in Birming¬ 
ham. 


A SPEAKERS club is celebrating after winning a 
much coveted title against a Midlands rival. 

Stourbridge Speakers Club competed against 
Bromsgrove Speakers Club in a competition for 
the Blarney Stone award. 

The competition involves each team putting for¬ 
ward four team members to compete against the 
opposing club to deliver prepared speeches using 
identical predetermined agreed topics. These were 
seaside, country and town and each club had to 
deliver one speech in each category. 

This year Stourbridge’s team included two new 
participants, one of which was a new member to 


the club.The competition was judged by three 
judges from different clubs. They praised the qual¬ 
ity of all the speakers from the night. 

The competition was a close run thing with the 
final voting resulting in a 2-1 majority vote in fa¬ 
vour of Stourbridge. 

After winning this year’s competition, the club 
remain open to new members. Meetings are held 
on alternative Monday evenings between 8pm and 
10pm at the Stourbridge Institute, off Bell Street. 

For more information on joining the club, call 
07544 198309 or go to stourbridgespeakers.org.uk 
for more information. 



Word up - speakers’ club beat rivals 


Artists united by 
inspiration from the 
sea for exhibition 


A JOINT exhibition at the Roy¬ 
al Society of Birmingham Artists 
(RSBA) in Birmingham will show¬ 
case the work of two artists this 
June. 

It will run from June 12 to 24 at 
the RBSA Gallery, just off St Paul’s 
Square, on the edge of the city’s 
Jewellery Quarter and will dis¬ 
play work by Jo Ashby and Majella 
O’Neill Collins. 

The title of the exhibition is Two 
Distant Views and is the third in a 
series of two-person shows by the 
two artists who share a love of Sher- 
kin Island, a tiny island off the coast 
of Ireland. The fourth show will be 
held on Sherkin Island in August 
2017. 

Originally from Birmingham and 
now dividing her time between Lon¬ 


don and Sherkin Island, Jo Ashby 
has a long-standing connection with 
the RBSA and is an elected associ¬ 
ate member of the society. She said: 
“Exhibiting at the RBSA brings my 
life full circle, as Birmingham is my 
home town. 

“This exhibition is a wonderful 
opportunity to showcase the West 
Cork coastline to a wider audience 
and to share our affinity and con¬ 
nection with the sea, particularly, 
the ever-changing seascapes of 
Roaring Water Bay. What is inter¬ 
esting is to see how each of us inter¬ 
prets these themes so differently.” 

The work will show the two art¬ 
ists’ joint preoccupation with the 
sea, from the shoreline to studies of 
what lies beneath the waves. 


Foster carers spread 
word about ‘best 
job in the world’ 


NATIONAL foster care fortnight is 
well underway and Dudley Coun¬ 
cil’s foster carers are helping to 
spread the word about the ‘best job 
in the world’. 

The borough’s foster carers have 
been sharing their inspiring stories 
on the service’s new website www. 
fosteringindudley.org.uk and the 
videos have been produced to give 
people interested in fostering a 
first-hand account of what it’s re¬ 
ally like to foster. 

Carers Lee and James, Vanessa 
and Roz bring to life their foster¬ 
ing journeys and talk about how 
they’ve helped to transform lives. 
The website also hosts lots of useful 
information and provides an easy 
and fast way to get in touch with 
Dudley’s fostering service. 


Tony Oakman, strategic director 
- people, said: “With the launch of 
our website and our open day at the 
beginning of this week, so far we’ve 
had a really successful foster care 
fortnight, positively highlighting 
the important and rewarding foster 
carer role. 

“Our foster carers really are in¬ 
spiring and the real carer videos on 
our website highlight this. 

“We’re always happy to hear 
from anyone who feels they can 
offer a safe, caring and stable home 
to children looked after by Dudley 
borough.” 

People can find out more about 
fostering and future drop-in ses¬ 
sions by visiting www.fosteringin- 
dudley.org.uk or calling (01384) 
815833. 































Event sees pupils prepare for world of work 

WORKSHOPS and career advice Pupils came into college for a range day and got to try different careers 
handed out to get pupils about to leave of workshops with various companies with various organisations. The day 
school ready for the workplace. including 3AAA, the Army, Dudley is aimed at pupils from our partner 

Halesowen College’s ‘work-related NHS, Springboard Catering, Worces- schools but our students will also be 
learning’ day supported year 10 pu- tershire Cricket Club, Mary Stevens involved especially if they are unsure 
pils from Aldersley High School, Ba- Hospice, West Midlands Fire Service what path to take after their course.” 
laam Wood, Bartley Green, The Earls, and Deloitte Accountancy. Activites ranged from cookery to 

Pedmore Technology College and St Becky Whittall, of Halesowen Col- dismantling a computer and then put- 
Michaels. lege, said: “Everyone had a great ting it back together. 

Tax credits, debt and 
benefits top the 
list of citizen worries 


Car smashes into kitchen 

r n — 



A driver was arrested after a car smashed into a house in Pensnett 


RESIDENTS in the Black 
Country are most likely 
to seek help with benefits 
and tax credits than any 
other problem, new fig¬ 
ures reveal. 

Citizens Advice services in 
Dudley, Sandwell, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton say benefits 
represented one third of all 
queries in the 12 months up 
to March 31, followed by debt 
issues. 

The top five issues were benefits 
and tax credits with 58,200, debt 
(49,200), financial services and ca¬ 
pability (11,250), housing (8,850) 
and employment (6,900). 

It was the third year benefits 
and tax credits had topped the 
table in the Black Country. 

In total, 48,500 people turned to 
Citizens Advice in the Black Coun¬ 
try for support with 161,050 prob¬ 
lems. This represents an increase 
of five per cent of clients compared 
to the year before. 

People were most likely to seek 
help with benefits because of dif¬ 
ficulties with Personal Independ¬ 
ence Payments or Employment 
Support Allowance, the figures 
showed. 

Free 

Helen Child, chief officer of Citi¬ 
zens Advice Wolverhampton, said: 
“The four Citizens Advice in the 
Black Country provide free, confi¬ 
dential and independent advice to 
help thousands of people overcome 
their problems every year. 

“In the last financial year we 
saw a particularly high number 
of people who were experiencing 
problems with Personal Independ¬ 
ence Payment. We were able to 
help people make applications and 
challenge decisions when mistakes 
were made.” 

There are four independent Cit¬ 
izens Advice services in the Black 
Country, including Dudley. 

For advice or support visit 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk or by 
contacting 03444 111 444. There 
is also a phone line for consumer 
issues on 03454 04 05 06. 


A CAR ploughed through the side of a 
home in Pensnett, leaving the stunned 
family saying they were lucky to have 
escaped unharmed. 

The vehicle smashed into the kitchen 
of the house in Chelmar Drive, sending 
bricks, a washing machine and tumble 
dryer flying across the room. 

The 30-year-old driver, who was left 
with bruising to his face, was arrested 
by police. 

Father-of-two Simon Husselbee, 44, 
an ambulance driver, was inside the 
house at the time alongside his 11-year- 
old daughter Katie, and seven-year-old 
son Ethan - who were all upstairs. 

His wife Sally, 39, also an ambulance 
driver, was returning from work at 


the time of crash, which happened at 
around 3.55pm on Wednesday, May 17. 

Firefighters had to remove the car 
before they propped up the building for 
safety. 

Mr Husselbee said: “The police said 
it was lucky no-one was in the kitchen 
at the time.” 

The impact left a gaping hole and it 
meant the Husselbee family had to find 
temporary accommodation. They have 
been in touch with their insurance com¬ 
pany. 

Eleven-year-old Katie, walking down 
the stairs at the time, thought the 
kitchen had exploded, her father Simon 
said. 


Policewoman 
jumps out of way 
of teenage driver 


A POLICEWOMAN had 
to jump out of the way of 
an 18-year-old driver who 
cannoned into her car. The 
impact pushed the officer’s 
unmarked police vehicle to 
the side, allowing a VW Golf 
with Akeam Khan behind 
the wheel to drive away at 
speed. 

Wolverhampton Crown 
Court was told that police 
had been following Khan 
due to concern over the 
way he was driving in Nith 
Place, near Priory Park in 
Dudley on January 10. 

When Khan turned into 
St James Terrace without 
realising it was a dead end, 
his exit was blocked by the 


police car. Officers got out 
to talk to him but he accel¬ 
erated away. The damaged 
Golf was seen two days later 
parked in Oaks Road, Penn. 
Khan was identified by of¬ 
ficers at an ID parade. 

Miss Sophie Murray, de¬ 
fending, said Khan was of 
previous good character, 
had a job and was taking an 
engineering degree. 

Khan, of Bramdean Walk, 
Warstones, admitted dan¬ 
gerous driving and was 
given a six months youth 
custody suspended for two 
years with 150 hours unpaid 
work. He was banned from 
driving for two years and or¬ 
dered to pay £300 costs. 


£60k counterfeit 
cigarettes are 
seized on the M6 


POLICE have seized 
£60,000 of counterfeit ciga¬ 
rettes from a van travelling 
along the M6. 

A total of 257,600 illegal 
cigarettes were seized from 
the back of the van. 

It was travelling along 
the M6 between junctions 
15 and 16 on Friday when it 
was stopped by officers from 
the Central Motorway Po¬ 
lice Group (CMPG). 

The van was seized as 
part of CMPG’s Operation 
Trivium - a nationwide 
crackdown on overseas 
crooks. 

Tweeting about the inci¬ 
dent, @CMPG said: “#op- 
trivium M6 in @StaffsPolice 


area. 257,600 counterfeit 
cigarettes seized. Valued by 
@HMRCgovuk as retailing 
at around £60,000.” 

West Midlands Police is¬ 
sued a statement following 
the find. It said: “Police 
identified a vehicle carry¬ 
ing what was believed to be 
several large boxes of coun¬ 
terfeit cigarettes just before 
11am this morning (Friday, 
May 19) on the M6 between 
junctions 15 and 16. 

“Trading Standards were 
informed and seized what 
is believed to be in excess of 
£60k worth of items and will 
be dealing with the investi¬ 
gation.” 


Couple fully deserve jail 
sentences, say top judges 
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A COUPLE jailed over a fraud which 
ruined the big day for hundreds of 
brides have been told by top judges 
they deserved to be locked up. 

Bake A Cake Catering boss Lisa 
Holt, aged 41, conned brides-to-be 
out of thousands of pounds by cheat¬ 
ing customers out of cash for cakes 
and other wedding services which 
never materialised. 

Between May 2014 and August 
2015 her Halesowen-based firm had 
more than 700 victims. Some brides 
had to cancel their weddings. Most 
customers booked their services for 
weddings but others were for birth¬ 
days and also a funeral. 

Mrs Holt’s fraud totalled £104,000 
- almost half of which was via the 
online site Wowcher, through which 
she ‘sold’ services including a choc¬ 
olate fountain and photobooths. 
Wowcher had to compensate cus¬ 
tomers to the tune of £46,000. Her 
husband, Ryan Holt, 42, helped her 
launder the money. The pair, of Al¬ 
bert Road, Halesowen, were jailed 
at Wolverhampton Crown Court in 
January, with Mrs Holt receiving 
three years and her husband nine 
months. She admitted three counts 


Lisa Holt, of Halesowen, jailed for fraud 

of fraud, while he admitted converting 
criminal property. 

The couple tried to have their sen¬ 
tences cut, with their lawyers arguing 
the judge didn’t take enough account 
of the fact the sentences would deprive 
the couple’s children of their parents. 
But both appeals were rejected. 

Dismissing Mr Holt’s case, Mr Jus¬ 
tice Green said: “The judge reduced his 


Ryan Holt was also sent to prison 

sentence substantially to take account 
of the position of the children. But it is 
evident there is no absolute duty upon 
a court to suspend a sentence, simply 
because children are involved.” 

Sitting with Lady Justice Thirlwall 
and Judge Simon Bourne-Arton QC, he 
also rejected Mrs Holt’s appeal, saying 
she had shown no sympathy for the 
hundreds of victims. 


OPEN EARLY 
AND LATE 
WEEKDAYS 

& open weekends! 


4 BRANCHES 



throughout Birmingham 

PERRY BARR 
STIRCHLEY 
TYBURN 
TYSELEY 


OPENING TIMES 


MON - FRI: 7AM - 8PM 


SAT: 


8AM -4PM 


SUN: 10AM -4PM 


FREE NEXT 
DAY DELIVERY 



selco 


BUILDERS 

WAREHOUSE 


Find your nearest branch at 

selcobw.com 


MORE BRANCHES ACROSS THE MIDLANDS 

Dudley, Wolverhampton, Coventry & Nottingham 
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8 in I Multi Cooker 

From £25 


Steamer 

Only £20 


Halogen Air Fryer 

Only £35 


I000W Multi Food 
Processor 

Only £60 


Grills 

From £25 


Soup Maker 

From £20 


PIFCO 


AKAI 


AKAI 


Handheld Steamer 

Only £ 15 


DVD Player 

Only £ 15 


Uprights 

From £25 


Cylinders 

From £20 


Portable Record Player 
with Bluetooth 

Only £40 




t 
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PIFCO 


6 in I Mop 

Only £20 


MANY MORE OFFERS IN STORE 


Kettle and Toaster Man 

TRADE WAREHOUSE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Unit 2C, Albion Works, Moor St., Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 3SZ 

Tel: 01384 483 286 

Est. Over 20 Years * OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm, Sat 8am-12pm 


We specialise in finding you the 
best deals available on daily 
basis. We stock electrical and 
other amazing retail products at 
up to 90% off the normal retail 
selling price. 


r 

mcxphti richords 

n 

mcxpbq richards 
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• 
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moqphq rictords 

Soda Stream 

Only £ 10 

Sensor Bins 

Only £25 

Steam Gen 

From £60 

Pan Sets 

From £ 15 

Stove Kettles 

From £8 


Storage Sets 

Only £30 
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Celebration in 
memory of Joel 

A DAY of ‘celebration and reflection’ will 
be held in memory of Tunisia terror victim 
Joel Richards. 

Birmingham County Football Associ¬ 
ation, which Joel served as a referee, will 
hold the event at its base in Ray Hall Lane 
on Saturday. 

Joel, 19, was killed in Tunisia in 2015 
alongside his uncle Adrian Evans and 
grandfather Patrick Evans. He was a high¬ 
ly-rated young match official, who was also 
actively involved in a number of areas of the 
grassroots game across Birmingham. He 
also served as chairman of the Birmingham 
County FA’s Youth Council, which provided 
a voice for young people on the development 
of the game at local level. 

A match will take place in the afternoon, 
which will see friends, family and colleagues 
of Joel take part. 

Entry will be made by donation, with all 
money raised going straight into the Joel 
Richards Foundation Legacy Fund. 


vengeful party yob is jailed 
for arson attack on Mini 


A 21 ST BIRTHDAY party end¬ 
ed disastrously when a dis¬ 
gruntled guest set fire to the 
car of the hostess in revenge 
attack after being asked to 
leave the celebrations, a 
court heard. 

John Dalloway and his girl¬ 
friend were booted out when she 
got involved in a fight and he 
threatened to ‘take them all on. ’ 

Wolverhampton Crown Court 
was told that police were called and, 
after his girlfriend had been arrested, 
30-year-old Dalloway went to a garage 


in the early hours of March 5 and filled 
a container with 1.5 litres of petrol. 

He returned to the party’s location 
in Childs Avenue, Woodcross, where 
he doused a Mini parked on the drive¬ 
way and set it on fire, said Mr Edward 
Soulsby, prosecuting. 

He was seen crouched by the car 
sparking a lighter moments before 
the vehicle burst into flames. Several 
people used buckets of water in an 
unsuccessful bid to put out the blaze 
that threatened another parked car on 
the drive and the house itself, before it 
was extinguished by firefighters. 

Father-of-three Dalloway was ar¬ 
rested soon afterwards with a receipt 


found in his vehicle confirmed he had 
bought petrol shortly, a purchase con¬ 
firmed by the filling station’s CCTV. 

Mr Jon Roe, defending the self-em¬ 
ployed builder from Tansey Green 
Road, Dudley, said: “It was a moment 
of madness after he had been drinking 
and taking drugs.” 

Dalloway, who had four previous 
convictions for criminal damage, 
pleaded guilty to arson and was jailed 
for four years and three months. 

Judge Barry Berlin said that the 
defendant posed a significant risk of 
causing serious harm to the public 
and ordered that he been monitored 
for two years afer release. 



John Dalloway-jailed 


Centre hope for 
go-kart cash 

A PLAY centre in the Black Country is 
hoping for a donation from a supermarket 
giant to help replace go-karts that were 
wrecked by vandals. 

Sycamore Adventure Centre in Dudley 
has been chosen to take part in Tesco’s 
Bags of Help Grant Schemeand could net 
up to £4,000 if it gets enough votes from 
shoppers this month and next. 

The centre launched an appeal for 
£3,000 after vandals scaled its fence last 
month and went on a wrecking spree, 
leaving most of its go-karts beyond repair. 

So far more than £1,000 has been 
raised, including an undisclosed donation 
from TV comedian Joe Lycett, who visited 
the site in March for Comic Relief. 

Voting is open at Tesco and Tesco Ex¬ 
press branches across Dudley, Sedgley 
and Gornal. Customers can cast their 
vote a token given at the check-out. 
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Denise Lewis is leading the Pink Ribbon Tour ride on June 11 

BLACK Country Olympic hero Denise Lewis OBE is en¬ 
couraging women to hop on a bike and cycle to support 
women with breast cancer. 

The former gold-medal winning athlete will swap the 
track for a bike in the 25km cycle as she encourages women 
to join her for the Pink Ribbon Tour. 

The 44-year-old from Wolverhampton will join 1,000 
women in London on June 11 for the ride through the 
closed streets of the capital, ahead of the professional cy¬ 
clists taking part in the final stage of The Women’s Tour. 

As a Breast Cancer Care Ambassador Mrs Lewis is cy¬ 
cling the 25km after losing her grandmother to the disease. 

She said: “I’ve had close family and friends affected by 
breast cancer, that is why I’m cycling in the first Pink Rib¬ 
bon Tour in London.” 

The registration fee is £32.50 for women aged 18 and 
over, 16 to 17 year-old girls must be accompanied by an 
adult. For those who cannot get to London, Denise is ask¬ 
ing them to organise their own event. Go to breastcancer- 
care.org.uk/pinkribbontour for further details. 

Steel giant Tata is 
back in the black 


Buy today - pay nothing until next year - no deposit - interest free! 


SPRING 

BANK HOLIDAY 



OFFERS 


At Cousins this Bank Holiday everything's reduced. You'll find great offers 
throughout all departments, sofas, dining and bedroom furniture, carpets, 
beds and homewares, including all the famous brands. 
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TEMPUR 


TATA Steel is back in the black thanks to improving sales 
and a boost from its supply chain operations, including in¬ 
vestment at its key Steelpark site in Wednesfield. 

The Indian-owned steel group’s European arm had been 
hit by cheap Chinese steel imports, aggravating productiv¬ 
ity and pension problems at its UK operations. But a major 
revamp and new pension deal with unions has put the steel 
giant back on track. 

It has also invested £20 million at its 50-acre Steelpark 
in the Black Country, the largest steel service centre in the 
UK where it employs 525 people. In February it unveiled 
a £4m new robot welding line at Wednesfield to produce 
more than two million car parts a year. This helped boost 
figures for Tata Steel Europe, pushing profits to £230m in 
its best quarterly performance since 2008. 

Tata Steel also employs around 100 at its Walsall and 
Brierley Hill plants. 


(ousins 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 
Bank Holiday Monday 10am - 6pm 
Birmingham Dudley Manchester 

Warwick Road, Hall Street A57, Regent Rd, 

Tyseley. Bll 2EW. DY2 8NW. Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0121 765 3300 T: 01384 451500 T: 0161 875 4070 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


• Free parking 

• Instore restaurant 

• Large stocks 

• Immediate delivery 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 


r £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in January 2018 on the date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance 
i one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 04.06.17. See website for Price Promise details. 
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Postcode 
cash boost 
for wood 

THE Friends of Alder Cop¬ 
pice have recently received 
a Peoples Postcode Lottery 
grant of £2,000 to buy tools 
to help the volunteers look 
after some 25 acres of an¬ 
cient woodland between 
Northway in Sedgley and 
Penn Common. 

The group formed in No¬ 
vember 2013 and meet for 
a few hours on the first Sat¬ 
urday of each month. 

During this time they 
have won the Green Spaces 
Volunteer Award for biodi¬ 
versity in 2014 and a simi¬ 
lar award for Green Spaces 
for Health in 2016, both 
from Dudley Council. Sev¬ 
eral volunteers have also 
received Green Space Am¬ 
bassador awards. 

They have improved 
access and paths at Alder 
Coppice and have removed 
much litter and dumped 
waste. They have created 
three routes through the 
wood for different abilities. 

Author gives 
library talk 

A BLACK Country ro¬ 
mance author will be visit¬ 
ing Gornal Library in Ab¬ 
bey Road, Lower Gornal, 
to give an informative talk. 

Dudley-born writer Mi¬ 
chael Taylor will be dis¬ 
cussing his work on July 
26 from 7pm onwards. His 
published works include 
novels Eve’s Daughter 
(2002) and Linden Woods 
(2007), both set in the 
Black Country. Places for 
the Friends of Gornal Li¬ 
brary event can be booked 
on (01384) 812755. 


FOCUS ON SEDGLEY AND GORNAL AREA 


Gardener unearths Second 
World War explosive device 


A WOMAN planting runner beans in the gar¬ 
den of her Lower Gornal home uncovered a 
a Second World War explosive, thought to be 
an artillery shell. 

The Army’s Explosive Ordnance Team was called 
to the ‘small, rusty ordnance’ in Lower Gornal last 
week - the day after bomb disposal experts detonat¬ 
ed a massive Nazi bomb uncovered in Aston. 


Homes surrounding the 
house in Stickley Lane were 
evacuated before the team 
took the device away. 

Keith Hemmings, aged 71, 
described the moment his 
neighbour, Irene, discovered 
the wartime relic. He said: 
“I gave my neighbour some 
runner beans to plant in her 
garden. Then she shouted 
over the fence ‘come and 
have a look at what this is’. 
She’d hit it with her spade 
while digging. 

Dirt 

“I went around and 
picked it up and stood it on 
its end. It looked like a bot¬ 
tle full of dirt.” 

He called the police, who 
arrived and evacuated peo¬ 
ple in nearby homes. The 
bomb disposal experts then 
attended. 

He added: “It was all 
sorted fairly quickly and 
there was no need for a con¬ 
trolled explosion - they just 
took it away. It was about 
nine inches tall. 


By Clare Butler 


“We think that a shed 
used to be in the spot where 
it was found, so it must have 
been underneath for years. 
“I thought I could have 
bloody blown myself up!” 

Neighbour Sarah Ward, 
43, said: “We’ve lived here 
for 10 years and this is 
definitely the most exciting 
thing that has ever hap¬ 
pened” 

West Midlands Police 
spokesman Brigg Ford 
said: “Police cordoned off 
an area on Stickley Lane in 
the Lower Gornal area of 
Dudley after the discovery 
of what is believed to be a 
World War Two device. 

“Officers were alerted 
at around 11.20am after a 
resident uncovered what is 
thought to be an old artil¬ 
lery shell in a garden. The 
road had been closed and 
some houses evacuated as 
a precaution.” The bomb 
squad left by 2pm. 



Ben Colley strides out ready for the Three Peaks Challenge to help abused children 


Ben gets in 
his peaks 
practice 

AFTER seeing the effects of 
child slavery and traffick¬ 
ing, Ben Colley decided to 
make a difference. 

The 40-year-old from 
Sedgley, who worked as a 
paramedic for West Mid¬ 
lands Ambulance Service for 
10 years, received training 
on how to stop the signs of 
trafficking involving young 
children. It opened his eyes 
to a crime that he claims 
‘goes unseen’. 

On June 20, he will take 
on the Three Peaks chal¬ 
lenge - climbing the high¬ 
est mountains in England, 
Wales and Scotland in 24 
hours - to raise money for 
charity Unseen that helps 
children in those situations. 

Mr Colley said: “I couldn’t 
believe what these children 
go through.” 

Mr Colley, who runs a 
marketing company, will 
tackle the challenge with his 
friend Leon Chadwick. 

Visit www.justgiving.com/ 
fundraising/benandleon 
3peakchallenge 


Brothers 
brew tribute 
to rocker 

A PAIR of Black Country 
brewing brothers have cre¬ 
ated a new ale in tribute to 
the American grunge rock 
star Chris Cornell, who 
died last week in tragic cir¬ 
cumstances. 

The singer with US 
bands Soundgarden and 
Audioslave died last 
Wednesday, aged 52, appar¬ 
ently as a result of suicide. 

James and Thomas 
Fownes, of Fownes Brew¬ 
ing Company, at the Jolly 
Crispin pub in Upper Gor¬ 
nal, were fans of the musi¬ 
cian and have brewed a red 
American pale ale, called 
By Crooked Steps after one 
of his Soundgarden songs. 

They will be donating 
£10 from the sale of each 
cask to the charity CALM 
(Campaign Against Living 
Miserably). It is dedicated 
to preventing male suicide, 
which is the single biggest 
killer of men under the age 
of 45 in the UK. 

Fun day will 
mark festival 

THE annual Upper Gor¬ 
nal Fun Day will again 
form part of this summer’s 
Black Country Festival. 

The free admission event 
is taking place on the Vale 
Street Recreation Ground 
on Saturday, July 8, from 
noon to 4pm. 

There will be a display of 
vintage cars, birds of prey 
and fair ground rides. High 
Areal School Band will be 
playing throughout the 
afternoon. Face painting 
and a bouncy castle will be 
available for children. 



FURNITURE 

FOR THE HOME 


2 FLOORS OF FURNITURE & ACCESSORIES 




SOFA 


ON# 


£649 


ONLY 


£299 


,°P£N 


7 days 


4 week 


ONLY 


5 % DISCOUNT 10 % DISCOUNT 


WHEN YOU SPEND UPTO 
£500 INSTORE* 


WHEN YOU SPEND OVER 
£500 INSTORE* 


*On Production of this advert upto and including 30/6/17. *On Production of this advert upto and including 30/6/17. 


VISIT OUR NEW SEDGLEY SHOWROOM 


LIVING AND DINING ROOM | BEDS AND BEDROOM 
FIREPLACES AND SURROUNDS LIGHTING & ACCESSORIES 

OPENING TIMES: 

MON-THURS 9.00-5.30 FRI 9.00-4.00 SAT 9.00-5.00 SUNDAY 10.00-3.00 


Find us on 

Facebook | 


FORMER COUNTY WALLPAPERS 

129 DUDLEY ROAD, DUDLEY DY31TF 

(OPPOSITE WALTERS CARPETS) 

T: 01384 232750 

e: furnitureforthehome(a)hotiTiail.co.uk 
w: www.furnitureforthehome.co.uk 


FURNITURE 

FOR THE HOME 


































Cone JAM packed 
with fun activities 

YOUNGSTERS can enjoy a range of activi¬ 
ties and crafts with the Juniors at Museums 
(JAM) club at the Red House Glass Cone 
during the Whit Week holiday. 

A free gnomes and fairies trail, where 
children can hunt for characters around the 
site, will be available every day from Satur¬ 
day, May 27, to Sunday, June 3. 

There are two bookable glass fusion ses¬ 
sions where families with children aged five 
and over can make their very own magical 
designs in glass for collection at a later date. 
These include glass gnomes on Tuesday and 
fairy toadstools on Thursday. Sessions at 
10.30am, 11.30am, 1pm and 2pm. 

There’s also a fairy and gnome school 
on Wednesday where youngsters can take 
part in a range of crafts from 10am to 3pm. 
There’s a chance to make a gift for dad at 
a glass fusing session on Saturday, June 3, 
from 11.30am. Visit www.dudley.gov.uk/ 
see-and-do/museums for information. 


mo brought before court for 
shouting racist abuse in shop 


TWO members of far-right group 
Britain First - including a man from 
Dudley - yelled racist remarks at a 
shop owner in Shropshire. 

Jason Stanyard, aged 37, from Bewdley, and 
Simon Humphreys, 50, from Kingswinford, were 
among a group of seven to target the Silicon Val¬ 
ley shop, in Telford, telling the Asian owner to 
‘return to his country’ and take his ‘sick book’ 
with him - a reference to the Koran. 

Telford Magistrates Court was told that staff 
at the business were left terrified after the group 
produced a video that highlighted an Islamic 
symbol on the shopfront, and claimed the store, 
in New Street, Wellington, was sporting the 
symbol of terrorist group Isis. 


The footage was viewed nearly 400,000 times 
on Facebook. The pair also made completely 
false allegations about the shop boss and a cus¬ 
tomer being paedophiles during the incident on 
January 28. 

Miss Abigail Hall, prosecuting, said: “Stan¬ 
yard told them that this was a Christian country 
and they should go and practise Islam some¬ 
where else. He also said all you paedophiles go 
back to your own country.” 

The court heard Humphreys told the victims: 
“You’re coming into this country and grooming 
our girls. We’re coming back on February 25 
with a big march. You should be careful with 
your windows.” 

The court heard that both defendants had 
since left Britain First. 


Mr John Macmillan, for Stanyard, of Shaw 
Hedge Road, said he had issues with heroin 
and was subject to a 12-week curfew for benefit 
fraud. Stanyard admitted two counts of racially 
and religious harassment and one count of using 
threatening words. The judge sentenced him to 
12 weeks in jail suspended for 12 months. He 
must attend rehabilitation and his curfew was 
extended. He must also pay £100 compensation 
each to both victims and £115 victims’ surcharge 
Humphreys, of Vernier Avenue, admitted 
racially and religious harassment and using 
threatening words. He was sentenced to a 12- 
week community order fort 66 hours unpaid 
work, attend 20 rehabilitation days, pay £105 
cost, £85 victims’ surcharge and £200 compensa¬ 
tion . Both must attend a diversity programme. 


Metro work 
for local firms 

DOZENS of West Midlands companies are 
being offered the chance to help build a 
series of multi-million pound Metro tram 
extensions over the coming decade. 

Firms and contractors attending an 
event in Wolverhampton heard how the 
Midland Metro Alliance wants to see 
around 80 per cent of its suppliers to be 
from the West Midlands. 

The Midland Metro Alliance, which 
is building six extensions on behalf of 
the West Midlands Combined Authority 
(WMCA), held a supplier day to give com¬ 
panies key information on the opportuni¬ 
ties being generated by the new tram lines 
planned across the region. 

Phil Hewitt, Metro programme director 
said: “Making a success of these infra¬ 
structure schemes will benefit a number 
of local firms which will help to safeguard 
jobs as well as generating new ones.” 
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What a wheel - Churchill Forge owner Pauline Hayward with daughter Bryony Hayward 


VISITORS to an historic watermill were 
‘amazed by its raw authenticity’ according 
to delighted volunteers who maintain the 
site. 

Churchill Forge, at the village of Church¬ 
ill between Stourbridge and Kidderminster, 
is one of only four water-powered hand-tool 
forges left in the UK. 

Recently it opened to the public as part 
of National Mills Weekend, which features 
many sites not normally accessible, and 
opens again in June and July. 

David Bache, part of the volunteer group 
which maintains the watermill, said there 
had been a great response. 

“We get a great response from most of our 
visitors. People say it is a really outstanding 
experience and encourage us to keep all our 
work going,” Mr Bache said. 

“We have a lot of knowledgeable visitors 


and it is interesting to explain to people 
what would have gone on here. They are 
amazed by the raw authenticity while they 
are here.” 

The forge dates from around 1800 and 
has two working waterwheels, both from 
the 19th century, which measure 17 feet in 
diameter. 

Today the forge looks as it did in the early 
1900s, and is a miniature time capsule of 
hand-tool iron-working from the 20th cen¬ 
tury. During the festival both wheels were 
in operation for the public to see. 

Churchill Forge produced metal tools and 
implements such as spades, shovels and la¬ 
dles until the early 1970s. 

The next open days at the site will be held 
on June 11 and July 9. Visit www.church 
illforge.org.uk for more information. 


Candidate helps with 
boost for food bank 

IAN Austin has teamed up with Tesco and the Black Coun¬ 
try Food Bank in a bid to boost food donations for people 
across the region. 

Labour’s candidate for Dudley North organised for two 
food bank collections at Tesco’s Burnt Tree Island store to 
help feed local families who are struggling to put food on 
the table. Nationally, food banks are experiencing record 
demand, with 1.1 million emergency visits to food banks 
over the last year, up from 40,898 in 2010. 

Mr Austin, who is defending a majority of 4,181 from the 
2015 General Election, said: “I’m really pleased that Tesco 
have organised these extra collections after the last ones I 
helped organise were such a success. It’s terrible that peo¬ 
ple are going hungry in the 21st century.” 

On June 8 Mr Austin faces competition from Les Jones 
(Conservative), Bill Etheridge (UKIP), Ben France (Lib 
Dem) and Andrew Nixon (Green). 


Four flats 
plan at pub 

A TOWN centre pub could 
be converted into flats, un¬ 
der ambitious plans lodged 
with Dudley Council. 

An application has been 
submitted to transform the 
Malt Shovel Inn on Tower 
Street. The business is cur¬ 
rently closed to the public. 

An extension will be cre¬ 
ated on the ground floor to 
make room for a total of 
four flats, if the proposal 
gets the go-ahead. 

The proposals will now 
be assessed by planning of¬ 
ficers at the local authority. 



www.serenitykitchensbathrooms.co.uk 


• Provide a full design and project management 
service if required 

• Take your ideas and make them a reality 

• So please come and meet the team at Serenity 

• All trades are carried out by our team. This includes, 
building, tiling, plastering, carpentry, electrical, 
plumbing and gas. No job is too big or too small for us. 
No gimmicks, just quality goods and quality service. 


Example Job 

Choice of 9 Door Panels 
Colours and styles 
7 Units worktops and upstands, 
oven, hob and extractor 
sink and tap 

Cornice, Pelmet and End Panels 

Fully Fitted £3995 


Stallings Lane | Kingswinford | DY6 7AP 


ONE CALL BRINGS YOU ALL OF THIS 
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takeover 

COMPANY 


THE ORIGINAL 

Si 'TfL&'Bet* 


KITCHEN 

MAKEOVER 

COMPANY 

Transform your kitchen without the hassle and cost of 
a full kitchen replacement. 

V'SUPERB CHOICE ✓SUPERB VALUE 
✓SPERB SERVICE 

THE LATEST DESIGNS FOR DOORS • HANDLES • WORKTOPS 
TAPS • APPLIANCES • BEDROOMS 


BRAND NEW 2017 WINTER SALE OFFER... 


Avoid waste, retain your 
cabinets, save money 
and be kind to the 
environment 


Less upheaval and 
hassle and mess of a 
rip-out 

From a simple door or 
worktop change to a 
complete kitchen 
makeover 

Our buying power 
means one thing - 
unbelievable prices & 
deals for you! 

Hundreds of styles & 
finishes of doors & 
worktops 

Fast, immaculate 
installations by our 
experienced skilled 
workforce 

5 years guarantee 
across all workmanship 


Over 30 years of skilled 
experience in the trade 


01384913969 

www.themakeovercompany.co.uk 

UNIT 22 ENTERPRISE TRADING ESTATE, PEDMORE RD, BRIERLEY HILL 


TALK TO OUR FRIENDLY STAFF TODAY ON 
or click 

OR VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 


n# 


Haunting 
tale still 
a chiller 

The Woman in Black, 

Wolverhampton Grand 

SUSAN Hill’s ghost story 
about a vengeful spirit has 
been turned into a TV dra¬ 
ma, a hit movie and a popu¬ 
lar play that’s been running 
in London’s West End for 
quarter of a century. 

The story is told again 
in the touring production 
of the late Stephen Malla- 
tratt’s study in terror. It 
tells of an Edwardian so¬ 
licitor, Arthur Kipps, who 
encounters The Woman in 
Black when sorting out the 
affairs of a deceased client 
in a remote mansion on an 
island in the marshes. 

In Mallatratt’s ingenious 
version, the older Kipps 
attempts to exorcise his 
terrifying experience by em¬ 
ploying an actor to help him 
tell his tale to an audience 
of family and friends. But 
there is a macabre twist. 

With few props, a some¬ 
times ear-splitting sound- 
scape and atmospheric 
lighting in which threaten¬ 
ing shadows loom, Matthew 
Spencer’s enthusiastic Actor 
and David Acton’s reticent 
Kipps conjure up the tragic 
tale of a bitter and malev¬ 
olent ghost. They weave in 
some light relief, thanks to 
an imagined dog and a few 
digs at the craft of acting. 

There is a third cast mem¬ 
ber, of whom it is not wise 
to say too much, but her 
appearances will produce a 
shudder. There are at least 
half a dozen jump in your 
seat moments. 

The Woman in Black con¬ 
tinues to haunt the Grand 
Theatre until Saturday. 
Go... if you dare. 



Julian Capolei, William Grint and Matthew Jacobs-Morgan in Tommy at Birmingham Rep 

Tommy - hear this, 
feel this potent show 


Tommy, Birmingham Rep 

SEE me, feel me, touch me, heal me - the 
haunting refrain returns again and again in 
this powerful and poignant version of The 
Who’s rock opera Tommy. 

First created by Pete Townsend as a con¬ 
cept album in 1969, revamped as a flam¬ 
boyant movie by Ken Russell in ‘75, it now 
makes a rare sortie to the stage in this delir¬ 
ious, soulfully sung production with theatre 
company Ramps on the Moon. 

Ramps are an inclusive company of 
deaf, disabled and non-disabled actors and 
musicians, and this is their strength as 
they bring innovation to the story about 
a ‘deaf, dumb and blind kid’, staged on a 
stark metallic set. Sign language is weaved 
into movement and dance as the woefully 
abused Tommy retreats into his own world 
after the murder of his RAF airman father - 
until becoming a Pinball Wizard, a messiah 
figure for the counter-culture. 

The singing is stunning. Natasha Lewis 
(in various roles) and Shekinah McFarlane 
(as the voice of Tommy’s mother, played 


THEATRE REVIEWS 


by Leon Burakowski 


by Donna Mullings) brought soul power 
to the rock score. Julien Capolei and Mat¬ 
thew Jacobs-Morgan sang for Tommy, the 
plaintive William Grint. Credit also to the 
singing of Alim Jayda as stepdad Frank and 
Amy Trigg as Tommy’s only friend, Sally. 

The uncomfortable ‘Fiddle About’ scene 
in which Tommy is sexually abused by his 
Uncle Ernie (Garry Robson) is creepily sug¬ 
gested. Lukas Alexander is a whirling de¬ 
monic presence as the bully Cousin Kevin. 

The star turn has to be theatre veteran 
Peter Straker as the formidable Acid Queen, 
presented as an over-the-hill drag act, who 
is gifted a new song from Townsend, Acid 
Queen 2. Straker doesn’t hold back. 

Tommy is a manic musical, flawed but 
fascinating with some great tunes. I doubt 
there will be many better productions of it 
than this, at Birmingham Rep to Saturday. 



WINDSOR 

CASTLE 


HAMPTON 

COURT 


& London 


Flower Show and Windsor 



Departing Saturday 23 September 2017 


Quote Code: WVP056 


Price Includes... 



CHRONICLE 


®y m 

muj yoiyyi 

440,000 

READERS 

EACH WEEK 



The Chronicle offers an unrivalled platform to reach local customers. 

To find out how our advertising sales team can help your business call 01902 313131. 


✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission ticket (value £20.50 A ) to Windsor 
Castle on Saturday 

✓ Free time in London "Based on 2017 adult admission prices. 


✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission and return coach transfer to 
RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show on 
Sunday (upgrade +£20pp for Palace admission) 

✓ Free time in Windsor 


2 days, by coach 

only £139 .95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


2 days, by coach 

only £149 .95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


*Please note: Not all pick up points are available on all breaks. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 




























































SPRING BANK HOLIDAY 
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UP TO 


4 Years 0% Interest Free 
Credit & No Deposit 


f Terms & conditions apply see in store for details. 


PLUS 


Free Fitting* Delivery 
& Measuring 


Headboard 
available at 
extra cost. 

Accessories * 
not includecj. 


*Free fitting applies to all carpets purchased with the equivalent size of our Airstep 
or Treadmore underlay. Stair surcharge applies. 


Miss Owf 


Hard-wearing stain resistant 
loop pile Berber, a great ' 
choice for any room. 
Available in a selection of 


beautiful natural colours. 


SHUSHED HI 



A fabulous flecked 'soft to 
touch’ saxony carpet with 
stain resistant qualities in 


stripes or solid colours. 


HEP HU 



DUCHESS 46" 
POCKET DIVAN 


Traditionally made hand 
tufted mattress with 
pocket springs, giving 
both quality, comfort 
and reduced partner 
disturbance. 



smSSHEPlTj 



UniIed 

CARPETS 


132 Wellington Rd, Dudley, West Mids, 

DY1 1UB Telephone 01384 259966 

www.unitedcarpetsandbeds.com or call Free on 0800 344 442 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Thur late night 8am-8pm, Sun 10am-4pm 


Products subject to availability. *Free fitting applies when you buy the equivalent size of our Airstep or Treadmore underlay. Stair 
surcharge applies. Free fitting offer does not apply to laminate wood or vinyl flooring. Stocks vary from store to store. Colours in 
photos may vary slightly due to print quality. United Carpets accept no responsibility for printing errors. tUnited Carpets Woodfloor 
and Beds acts as a credit broker and only offers credit products for Secure Trust Bank PLC trading as V12 Retail Finance Ltd, all 
Credit is provided by external finance companies as determined by United Carpets Woodfloor and Beds. Minimum order applies. 
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An atmospheric image of Monmore Green Stadium 


Wolverhampton Wolves rider Jacob Thorssell in action 


Queen of Speedway Fay Taylour featured in the photography exhibition 


Photographer on track to share 
love of speedway at exhibition 


A KEEN motorsport photogra¬ 
pher showcased snaps of the 
rip-roaring world of speedway 
- and said he hoped the display 
would get more people into in the 
sport. 

Jon George, and his friends, exhibited 
around 100 pictures at Wolverhampton 
Central Library. 

The stunning images ranged from riders 
in the heat of the action at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s Monmore Green Stadium, to historic 
black and white photographs taken at the 
Haynes International Motor Museum, in 
Somerset. 

Jon, chairman of the Compton G Camera 
based at Tettenhall Wood Institute, hopes 
the display has inspired people to take an 
interest in the sport. 

The exhibition comes after the camera 
club was granted rare access to capture the 
racing in action up close and personal at 
Monmore Green, home to the Parrys Inter¬ 
national Wolves and Elite League winners 


MEMORY LANE 


By Jamie Brassington 


last season. Current riders, including Jacob 
Thorssell, featured in the display. 

Promoter Chris Van Straaten gave the 
photographers an unobstructed view from 
the centre of the track in March. 

Jon also added historic photographs 
which he took at the motor museum. The 
snaps include two female riders, Fay Tay¬ 
lour ‘the Queen of Speedway’ and Eva 
Asquith,who were both big names in the 
sport in the 1920s. 

In addition, Jon threw in atmospheric 
pictures from Monmore Green, capturing 
behind the scenes of the racing action. 

The 68-year-old, from Merry Hill in Wol¬ 
verhampton, said: “We decided to focus the 
exhibition on the speedway because several 
of our members like the sport. 

“I hope it would encourage people to take 
an interest in speedway. 

“The majority of the photographs were 


what we had taken this year but it was also 
interesting to focus on the history of the 
speedway.” 

One black and white image captures Fay 
and Eva shaking hands as they sit on their 
respective motorbikes side by side, while 
what appears to be race organisers stand 
behind the two female riders. 

Flying 

Another old photograph shows Fay sit¬ 
ting astride a speedway motorcycle inside 
of a building or stadium. The photograph 
taken from the side, shows the Irish rider, 
known as ‘Flying Fay’ wearing a long coat 
with a fur collar. 

Taylour was regarded as the best female 
rider of her day. 

Jon said he believed Fay held the track 
record at Crystal Palace and beat a lot of 
male riders But in the 1930s women were 
banned from speedway because it could be 
awkward for medics to remove clothing if 
they had an accident, Jon said. 

“It wasn’t until the 1990s women were 


allowed to compete again in speedway,” 
he said. During his visit to the museum, 
Jon had a surprise encounter with a for¬ 
mer world champion rider whose career 
spanned the 1950s to the 70s. 

“I was taking photographs there and 
someone tapped me on the back,” said Jon. 
“It was Barry Briggs, he is like the Stanley 
Matthews of speedway. There are display 
boards there at the museum about him.” 

Jon, originally from Somerset, used to see 
grass-track races while he lived down south, 
which is a similar type of motorbike racing 
to speedway. 

But it wasn’t until he moved to Wol¬ 
verhampton in 1969 that he got his first 
glimpse of the sport, during the era of world 
champion ‘Great Dane’ Ole Olsen, who 
raced for Wolverhampton Wolves between 
1970 and 75. 

Ole also features in the exhibition. On 
one image, he can be seen in pack of riders 
who are racing at Wembley, in 1976, in the 
Intercontinental Final and is joined by Ivan 
Mauger and Doug Wyer. 



The 1976 Intercontinental Final at Wembley 



The Queen of Speedway Fay Taylour and Eva Asquith 


SEVEN OAKS HOLIDAY PARK 

Set along the banks of the River Severn 


Choice of luxury models available to suit all budgets 
Open this weekend for viewing 



Immaculate holiday park 
boasts many superb facilities 



Seven Oaks Holiday Home Park is located close to the Welsh borders and within easy reach of the Midlands 


As you drive onto Seven Oaks’ 
35-acre five-star luxury holiday 
home park there is no doubt that 
owning a caravan here would be 
a life enhancing experience, and 
the three new owners who have 
bought their new homes in just 
the last week alone would most 
certainly agree! 

Located in an enviable location, just 
12 miles from Shrewsbury and close 


Commercial feature 

to the Welsh borders Seven Oaks is an 
oasis of peace and tranquility within 
very easy reach from the Midlands. 

An immaculately kept park alongside 
the river enjoys a special atmosphere 
and offers many superb facilities 
including a state-of-the-art gym, fishing 
and a Crown Green bowling green, 
complete with an ornate pavilion which 
is looking forward to hosting a charity 
bowling afternoon on Easter Sunday 
and promises to be great fun. If you’ve 


been thinking about investing in a 
holiday home, then why not visit Seven 
Oaks and have a look for yourself at 
what they have to offer? 

There is a range of holiday homes 
to suit all tastes and budgets. Prices 
start from £24,995 for a pre-owned 
immaculately kept model, complete 
with full decking. 

Margaret and Ron, managers of the 
premier park, are always happy to 
hear from you either by email, info@ 
sevenoakspark.co.uk or telephone 
01743 885080to arrange a visit. 
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Rhubarb! Boycs gives his sport the stick 


An Evening with Boycott & Aggers, 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre 

HE may be forthright and opinionat¬ 
ed, but Geoffrey Boycott talks a lot of 
sense when it comes to cricket, par¬ 
ticularly the current state of the game. 

The Yorkshire and England legend 
was in Wolverhampton as part of a 
tour to mark the 40th anniversary 
of one of his greatest achievements, 


scoring his 100th first class century. 
There were a few surprise video mo¬ 
ments thrown in too, as well as other 
archive footage, while Test Match Spe¬ 
cial colleague Jonathan Agnew, having 
climbed off his sick bed, kept proceed¬ 
ings going. 

‘Aggers’ asked the questions in the 
first half before reading out those 
posed by the 700-strong audience after 


the interval. Boycott, 15 years on from 
being given three months to live, has 
proven as stoic as he ever did at the 
crease. 

He even brought on a stick of rhu¬ 
barb as a prop, and demonstrated how 
to play a forward defensive with it. 

It wasn’t one of Boycott’s longest in¬ 
nings, but it was one of his most enter¬ 
taining. Mark Shipp 


It’s Rich 
pickings 
from USA 

Rich Hall, Stourbridge 
Town Hall 

THE grizzled grump from 
Montana came to the not- 
so-Wild West Midlands to 
mine for comedy gold the 
cultural chasm between the 
UK and the USA. 

Hall benefits from a face 
that looks like it’s been left 
out in the desert, a hound 
dog expression to match 
his downbeat humour. But 
a smile plays at the edge of 
his mouth as he questions 
his Stourbridge audience 
searching for a trucker 
or any kind of blue collar 
worker but comes up with 
an accountant, IT consult¬ 
ant and a business analyst. 

He knows England well 
and has a Liverpudlian wife. 
In the gag-slinging first half 
he looks at the differences 
between the two countries, 
such as the enormous por¬ 
tion sizes of American 
meals, the wallet-emptying 
health ‘care’ system and, of 
course, Trump. 

In the second hour he 
brings on his musical com- 
padres for the Hoedown 
where he sings comic coun¬ 
try songs. The one about 
Bob Dylan’s disappointing 
concerts was a treat - ‘as he 
murdered Maggie’s Farm, it 
set off my car alarm’. LB 


REVIEWS 



Josh Widdecombe, Tim Key, Tom Parry and Romesh Ranganathan 

Illimitable compere and big 
name acts play it for laughs 

Hilarity Charity Gala, Grand Theatre, view from our seat in the box, although I 
Wolverhampton - by Mark Shipp did fear we would be ‘picked on’. Instead, 

A HOST of big names took to the stage for Kitson turned his attentions to others, 
this comedy fest in aid of Wolverhampton’s Cochrane, who described his material 
Central Youth Theatre - and boy what a as environmentally friendly - he likes to 
laugh we all had. ‘reuse, reduce and recycle’ his comedy, was 

Now in its fourth year, the entertain- just getting into his stride before his time 
ing Daniel Kitson has become a fixture as was up, but Widdecombe and Ruffell in par- 
compere. This year, Kitson was able to in- ticular ensured an excellent first half, 
troduce Alun Cochrane, Josh Widdecombe After Key’s unorthodox set, the brilliant 
- for second time at the gala - Suzi Ruffell, Ranganathan, performing as a favour to 
Tim Key and Romesh Ranganathan. his friend, Wolverhampton’s Tom Parry, of 

The auditorium was packed with more Pappy’s, who helped to organise the show, 
than 900 theatregoers and we had an ideal made sure everyone went home happy. 


WE WILL NOT BE 
BEATEN ON PRICE! 



All prices correct at the time of publication. 


£24.98 

E.g. 155/70/13T Quality Budget 

£49.98 

E.g. 205/55/16V Firestone 



£57.98 


E.g. 205/55/16V Bridgestone 



ALL MAJOR 
CREDIT CARDS 


MERRY HILL 

Level Street, Brierley Hill, DY5 1UA 
Close to Merry Hill Centre 

01384 75555 


WE ARE OPEN: 

MONDAY - FRIDAY - 8.30am - 6.00pm 
SATURDAYS - 8.00am - 4.00pm 
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WE WILL NOT BE 
BEATEN ON PRICE! 


ALL INCLUSIVE PRICES 
WITH NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! 


More great tyre bargains online at 

www.eibtyres.ce.uk 


Sknnifliig 








including VAT 



Any Conservatory 

(Victorian / Edwardian / Garden Room) 


includes: 


© Brick Built Base / Dwarf wall e Heating Systems 
© Electrics © Tiled Flooring © Window & Door Blinds 


The Lugano Collection 

Introducing the next generation of windows and doors. 
These world class products meet the highest standards 
of performance, that includes all the features that todays 
homeowners want, outstanding energy effeciency, sound 
insulation, superb security, easy maintenance and long life. 

Introductory 
offer on this top 
quality premier 
product 

4 WINDOWS 
AND 1 DOOR 

From 


including VAT 

Choose the best for your windows and doors. 
Contact Carera now for more details. 




Windows. Doors. Porches. 
Orangeries. Conservatories 




© Top Quality A Rated Products 
At Great Prices 

o ^ 

©Yale Locking Systems 
© Swish Window & Door Systems 
G No Deposit Required 
© Payment On Completion / Satisfaction 
© Full 10 Year Guarantee 
© 28 Years Trading - Same Owner 





Yale 


Ring the recommended Company NOW! 


Altftd AA7 AQft iimmw.careraiBfindows.co.uk 

I ^P mm ^P m - Jk Carera Showroom, 24 Junction Rd, Audman DY8 4YJ 
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Senior officer has 


global experience 



New Assistant Chief Constable Sarah Boycott 


THE new Assistant Chief Constable for West Midlands Po¬ 
lice, Sarah Boycott has arrived from Cheshire - via New 
York and Darfur. 

ACC Boycott has spent her 24-year career with Cheshire 
Police where she graduated from beat officer to become one 
of the most senior women in UK policing. 

She worked on two notable secondments during her time 
with the north-west force - one at Her Majesty’s Inspector 
of Constabulary, driving up standards in UK policing, and 
the other overseeing a UN police project in war-torn parts 
of Africa. The UN peacekeeping role - from 2006 to 2008 
- saw her manage the international policing response to 
crises in places like Sudan and Darfur. 

She said: “I was based in New York alongside senior of¬ 
ficers from across Europe, Africa, India, Pakistan, South 
America and the United States but it involved regular 
trips, often for weeks at a time, to Sudan and Ethiopia. 
The peacekeeping mission involved around 7,000 police 
officers, mainly from Africa but others from police forces 
around the world.” 

She added: “I’m hugely passionate about local policing. 
It’s my remit here in the West Midlands. It’s an exciting op¬ 
portunity and I’m looking forward to making a difference 
to local communities.” 


Roadworks 
completed 
on busy 
major route 


ROADWORKS running for around ten months 
to tackle congestion on a busy road in the 
Black Country are complete. 

The £1.5 million scheme on the Birmingham New 
Road in Coseley started August last year. 

Lane restrictions were put in place on the dual car¬ 
riageway during off-peak hours. But on Sunday, following 


months of disruption, it was 
finally finished. 

It has seen the creation 
of new filter lanes and im¬ 
proved pedestrian crossings 
and conditions for cyclists. 
Bus priority measures have 
also been introduced. 

During the work, lane 
restrictions were in place 
off-peak hours of 9.30am to 
3.30pm, Monday to Friday. 

It was then extended in 
January, when the lane clo¬ 
sures went round-the-clock. 

Deadline 

The decision was made in 
order for the work to meet 
the deadline. 

The work was aimed at 
combatting congestion on 
the road, which is used to 
get from Wolverhampton 
to Dudley, Oldbury and the 
M5. 

It was also designed to ad¬ 
dress road safety concerns 
following a series of acci¬ 
dents. 


By Alex Ross 

It was a joint venture be¬ 
tween Wolverhampton and 
Dudley Councils. 

Meanwhile, commuters 
are facing six months of 
traffic chaos as work is car¬ 
ried out along one of the 
main gateways into Wolver¬ 
hampton city centre from 
June 11. 

Work is being carried out 
along the A41 Bilston Road, 
as part of plans to extend 
the Midland Metro line. 

The tram track works 
start from next month, 
meaning traffic entering 
Wolverhampton will have to 
use a different route. 

However, motorists leav¬ 
ing the city will still be able 
to use the road. 

Traffic Management will 
be set-up from Sunday, June 
11 and construction will 
begin once this is in place. 


Pub gets heart machine 
in memory of Alex, 25 



Jamie Richards, left, from AED Donate, pictured with Tony Martin, Lizzy Hughes and Rebecca Marshall at the pub 


A LIFE-SAVING defibrillator has 
been installed in a Rowley Regis pub 
in memory of a man who died from an 
undiagnosed heart condition. 

Alex Brown, from East Park, Wol¬ 
verhampton, died suddenly at the age 
of 25 in April 2015, after suffering 
from a fatal cardiac arrest. 

His family and friends, including 
girlfriend Rebecca Marshall, have been 
raising funds to pay for heart screen¬ 
ing for young people aged between 14 
and 35, through the national charity 
Cardiac Risk in the Young. 

They also want to install public ac¬ 
cess defibrillators in places that were 
memorable to Alex with the help of the 


charity AED Donate, based in Stone, 
Staffordshire. 

A defibrillator has been installed 
at the Four Ways Pub, Portway Hill, 
Rowley Regis. 

His sister Rachel Dingle said her fit 
and healthy brother was loved by all. 

Humour 

“His laugh and sense of humour 
were infectious,” she added. 

Friend Lizzy Hughes has organised 
fundraising fashion shows at Rowley 
Hall Primary School. 

“We can never bring Alex back but 
we can hope that we can leave the last¬ 
ing legacy he deserves,” said Rachel. 



Alex Brown, died suddenly aged 25 
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Private Hire • Tours • Group Travel 


DAY TRIPS 

Tuesday 30th May 

WESTON SUPER MARE 

Adult £17.00 O.A.P £16.00 Child £15.00 

Saturday 17th June 

FAMOUS BURY MARKET 

Adult £15.00 O.A.P £14.00 Child £13.00 

Saturday 24th June 

SOUTHPORT 

Adult £17.00 O.A.P £16.00 Child £15.00 
Saturday 1st July 

CHEDDAR & THE CAVES 

Adult £17.00 O.A.P £16.00 Child £15.00 
Admission to caves extra 

Thursday 13th July 

ALREWAS MEMORIAL ARBORETUM 

With free time afterwards in Lichfield 
£16.00 

Saturday 15th July 

LLANDUDNO 

Adults £17.00 O.A.P £16.00 Child £15.00 
Saturday 22nd July 

WELLESBOURNE MARKET & 
STRATFORD ON AVON 

Adults £15.00 O.A.P £14.00 Child £12.00 

“holidays^ 

ISLE OF WIGHT- 
THE ROYAL PIER HOTEL 

Saturday 2nd September to 
Saturday 9th September 

8 days half board & excursions 
£399.00 per person 

"autumn weekend 

Fri 20th to Mon 23rd October 

ST ANNE’S ON SEA 
THE MONTEREY BEACH HOTEL 

£199.00 per person 


www.2kstravel.co.uk 


MORE TRIPS AVAILABLE 


40, Louise Street, Boreal Wood, Dudley 

01902 670387 



quick-stepped to 
Dirty Dancing role 



It’s a tough 
schedule but it’s 
great. You just have 
to get on with it 


I t didn’t take Carlie Milner long to 
agree to star in Dirty Dancing. The 
all-singing, all-dancing performer 
was delighted to play Penny 
Johnson. 

And who can blame her. Dirty Dancing, which runs 
irmingham’s New Alexandra Theatre from Monday to 
June 3, remains one of the nation’s favourites. 

Exploding with heart-pounding music, breathtaking 
emotion and sensationally sexy dancing, the film version 
has been seen by millions across the globe. 

The worldwide smash hit tells the classic story of Baby 
and Johnny, two fiercely independent young spirits from 
different worlds, who come together in what will be the 
most challenging and triumphant summer of their lives. 
Featuring 35 hit songs, including Hungry Eyes, Hey Baby, 
Do You Love Me? and the heart stopping (I’ve Had) The 
Time Of My Life, it remains a true classic. 

Carlie says: “It was one very quick chat with agent and 
we agreed that we’d do it. That was it.” 

She was formerly with Birmingham Royal Ballet, where 
she starred in Sleeping Beauty, and she also played in 
English National Ballet’s Swan Lake, at the Royal Albert 
Hall. Stepping up as Penny Johnson has been a blessing 
and she’s been on the road with it, off and on, since 2014. 

“Yes, I started with it a few years ago. I was doing the 
old production and now we’re back with a brand new 
interpretation of the show. I did the show for a year and 
a half and then I joined this production and we started 
rehearsals in June last year. 

“Despite doing the show before, it’s like doing a whole 
new show. I’ve really worked on the part and made it my 
own. It was a no brainer really.” 

The response from audiences has been ecstatic 
and Carlie thinks the musical has the perfect blend 
of comedy, drama and music to keep people 
entertained. 

“It’s a cult classic, it’s got a huge following, 
as does the film, and that lends flavour to the 
theatre version. It appeals to more than just 
a theatre goer. You get people of all different 
ages going. It’s lovely and there’s the double 
nostalgia, with the show being set in the 60s 
but having lots of 80s music. It appeals to a wide 
audience and I think it will always be that way. 

“The thing about Dirty Dancing is that it remains 
so current. I had the TV on last night and there was an 
advert and the first thing was the Dirty Dancing steps. 

It’s always on TV. Every couple of months, you’ll 
switch on and it’s there. This production is a similar 
thing. I don’t think it will go away. I know every 
show has to have a rest but then it 
comes back stronger. 

“We had a new 
choreographer and a new 
director, new steps and 
I guess I had a break of six to 
eight months between shows. It’s 
kind of nice coming back and seeing 
what else I can bring to it.” 

Carlie copes well with being away from 
home and describes herself as a good tourer. 

She’s used to the routine of packing her 
suitcase each Sunday and hitting the road. 

“It’s a tough schedule but it’s great. You just 
have to get on with it. You kind of accept that part 
of it. I’m on the move for a year and get home 
when I can. 

“I like to think I’m pretty disciplined. Not to blow 
smoke up my own backside but you have to 
look after yourself and put work before play, if 
you’re feeling tired. The more discipline you 
have the better. It’s such a physical show and is 
so demanding.” 

She’s looking forward to returning to 
Birmingham, where she was a student at the BRB. She 
learned a huge amount from the internationally-renowned 
troupe. 

“BRB is a different world compared to musical 
theatre, certainly in terms of dance. You learn nothing 
but professionalism. I really value my time working with 
those companies at such a young age. It was great. It was 
invaluable. I feel like I’ve taken that into the other jobs and 
it was incredible to be in that. 

“And to be in Swan Lake at the Albert Hall, a 
phenomenal theatre, surrounded by 40 other swans 


was insane. I’ll never forget it. It was absolutely 
wonderful. 

“I started off in ballet school and I wanted to 
do classical and that’s what I did for the first few 
years. Like a lot of people who go through this, 
your options change through the years. Four 
years ago I decided to get involved in musical 
theatre. It was quite challenging after coming 
from a classical background. 

Carlie fell into the role of Penny 
with ease, after understudying 
her character for a year- 
and-a-half. “It’s something 
that I’ve always wanted to 
do, so to be able to call 
that role my own was great 
because I had really enjoyed 
it previously. In the old show 
I played Penny quite a lot as an 
understudy because unfortunately 
the main cast member suffered an 
injury. 

“I’m quite lucky with the fact that 
Dirty Dancing is heavily dance based 
but I do really love all the acting as well. If 
I told myself four years ago that I would be 
playing Penny on a national tour I wouldn’t 
have believed myself. This is the highlight of 
my career. 

“It really is the film on stage. We throw 
a little bit extra in there and you have live 
singing and group singing parts which don’t 
really feature in the film. It’s a theatrical twist 
on the original.” 

Dirty Dancing - The Classic Story On 
Stage originally opened at London’s Aldwych 
Theatre in 2006 with a record-breaking 
advance of £15 million, making it the fastest- 
ever selling show in West End theatre history. 
The production became the longest running 
show in the history of the Aldwych Theatre 
and played to over two million people during 
its triumphant five-year run. 

It has become a worldwide phenomenon, 
with productions staged in the USA, 

Canada, Germany, Australia, the 
Netherlands, Sweden, South Africa, Hong 
Kong, Singapore and throughout Europe, 
consistently breaking box office records. 


Recent sell out tours include France, Germany and 
Australia. 

The first ever UK tour of Dirty Dancing - The Classic 
Story On Stage, launched in 2011 and then returned to 
the West End in 2013 playing at the Piccadilly Theatre in 
London, prior to launching a second UK and Ireland tour. 

The new production also features Lewis Griffiths, as 
Johnny Castle. Lewis has had a prolific career in musical 
theatre, most recently starring as Nick Massi on the 
UK tour of Jersey Boys. Other roles in UK tours include 
Ghost and Legally Blonde, and West End credits include 
Priscilla Queen of the Desert, Rent and Whistle Down the 
Wind. 

It also features Katie Hartland, as Baby Houseman. 
Katie made her professional musical theatre debut 
carrying the watermelons as Baby Houseman, having 
graduated from the Royal Central School of Speech and 
Drama in 2015. 

The show is set in the summer of 1963, and 17 year-old 
Frances ‘Baby’ Houseman is about to learn some major 
lessons in life as well as a thing or two about dancing. On 
holiday in New York’s Catskill Mountains with her older 
sister and parents, she shows little interest in the resort 
activities, and instead discovers her own entertainment 
when she stumbles across an all-night dance party at the 
staff quarters. 

Mesmerised by the raunchy dance moves and the 
pounding rhythms, Baby can’t wait to be part of the 
scene, especially when she catches sight of Johnny 
Castle the resort dance instructor. 

A show not to be missed. 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 








































Grease - the one that 
you want back on stage 


Grease is the word at Birmingham 
Hippodrome where the latest tour of the 
much-loved rock ‘n’ roll musical arrives on 
Monday. 

The show, which runs until June 3, is bringing a 
special guest for the cameo role of Teen Angel - 
Jimmy Osmond - who played that part in the West End 
production. 

Tom Parker, formerly of boy band The Wanted, will 
make his musical theatre debut as Danny Zuko, the 
role made famous in the movie by the young John 
Travolta. Danielle Hope, who was Dorothy in The 
Wizard of Oz at the London Palladium after winning 
TV’s Over The Rainbow, will step into Olivia Newton- 
John’s high heel shoes as Sandy. Danielle was also 
recently seen in Hippodrome panto Dick Whittington. 


The role of wisecracking Rizzo will be played by 
EastEnders and The Bill star Louisa Lytton, one of the 
youngest Strictly Come Dancing competitors in 2006. 

Jim Jacobs and Warren Casey’s musical, featuring 
such songs as You’re The One That I Want, Summer 
Nights, Greased Lightnin’ and Hopelessly Devoted To 
You, has been choreographed by Arlene Phillips and 
directed by David Gilmore, who was also at the helm 
for stage versions of Happy Days and Footloose. 

A saucy feel-good romantic musical set in an 
American high school during the rock ‘n’ roll era, 
Grease is one of the most popular shows. This award¬ 
winning production opened in the West End in 1993, 
where it had a six year run, and has toured ever since. 

Visit birminghamhippodrome.com or call 0844 338 
5000. Grease will also visit Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre from November 27 to December 2. 


Dance delight from 
breaks to ballet 



Hot on the heels of last 
weekend’s B-Side Hip-Hop 
Festival in and around Birmingham 
Hippodrome, the UK’s biggest 
festival of Hip Hop Dance, 

Breakin’ Convention, comes to 
Birmingham bringing jaw-dropping 
performances from around the 
world and around the corner. 

On Friday and Saturday, June 
2 and 3, at Birmingham Repertory 
Theatre, Breakin’ Convention 
includes performances from 
international hip hop dance crews 
including Soweto Skeleton Movers 
(from South Africa), Just Dance 
(South Korea) and all-female crew 
Tentacle Tribe (Canada). 

In addition to the headline 
international acts, local crews, DJs, 
graffiti art and freestyle jams will 


transform The Rep’s foyer making 
Breakin’ Convention an experience 
rather than just a show. 

Now in its 14th year, Breakin’ 
Convention has firmly established 
itself as one of the major highlights 
on the British dance calendar. It is 
hosted and curated by UK hip hop 
pioneer Jonzi D, pictured, who said: 
“The Birmingham hip hop scene 
is one of the best in the UK, it’s 
always been hype!” 

The festival includes the 
best from the West Midlands 
including Rhythm Junkiez Dance 
Company from Sutton Coldfield 
and Birmingham companies 
Jigsaw Collective, Broken Silence, 
Marshon Cadets, plus 2014 UDO 
world street dance champions 
Street Dance Academy. 


The two-day festival is suitable 
for all ages and includes B-Totz 
for under 10. For full details see 
breakinconvention.com, tickets 
start from £10, call 0121 236 4455. 

Tonight (Friday) and tomorrow 
the seductive world of Argentine 
tango is explored in Milonga at 
Birmingham Hippodrome, in which 
Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui brings his 
unique vision to tango with a cast of 
17 performers. 

Meanwhile, Northern Ballet 
bring their new production by 
Daniel de Andrade, based on 
the heartbreaking story of The 
Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, to 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre on 
Tuesday and Wednesday plus, for 
younger audiences, Goldilocks on 
Wednesday afternoon. 


Home inspiration 
for Saint Etienne 

Saint Etienne emerged 
in 1990 with a gentle 
danceloor-orientated 
sound as Britpop 
exploded all around 
them. Charting with Join 
Our Club and You’re in 
a Bad Way, the trio of 
singer Sarah Cracknell 
(pictured) with Bob Stanlc 
and Pete Wiggs won fans 
with the albums Foxbase Alpha, 

So Tough and Tiger Bay. Five years on from their 
last album, they return with 16 new songs on 
Home Counties, released on June 2. They have a 
gig at Birmingham Town Hall on Sunday, June 4. 


Punk and metal 
rule at Slam Dunk 

It’s Slam Dunk Saturday this weekend with the rock 
festival’s line-up at Birmingham NEC now in excess of 
60 bands. 

The Slam Dunk Festival, which is also held at Leeds 
and Hatfield over the weekend, used to be held at 
Wolverhampton Civic Halls. It’s an annual celebration 
of punk, ska, emo and metal music. Bands will be 
performing on eight stages. 

Headliners include Enter Shikari - marking ten years 
since debut album Take To The Skies - plus Bowling 
for Soup, Neckdeep, Tonight Alive, Against Mel, 
Memphis May Fire and Nottingham’s Area 11. 

They will be performing alongside such favourites 
as Don Broco, Deaf Havana, Beartooth, Japan’s 
Crossfaith, Reel Big Fish, We The Kings and Less 
Than Jake. See slamdunkmusic.com for the latest. 
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Reader 


Your Chronicle 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge* 


ROYAL 


on Ladies’ Day & Oxford 



Departing Wednesday 21 June 2017 


Quote Code: ANQ666 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 30 miles 
of central London with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Windsor Enclosure at Royal Ascot 
on Ladies’ Day, with coach transfer (ticket upgrade 
available at a supplement) 

✓ A visit to Oxford 

2 days, by coach 

£ 169 - 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


EDINBURGH 

TATTOO 



Departing Friday 18 August 2017 


Quote Code: EJP062 


Price Includes.. 

✓ 2 nights at a 3 or 4 star outer Glasgow area hotel 
with 3-course dinner at the hotel on the first 
evening and full Scottish breakfast 

✓ Ticket (face value £35) to the 2017 Royal Military 
Tattoo on Saturday at 7.30 p.m. 

✓ Free time in Edinburgh 


3 days, by coach 

£ 209 — 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £60pp. Subject to availability. 


‘Please note: Not all pick up points are available on all breaks. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 



1 

L 

I 

of the m 

m 

1 1 
Ll 


Wolverhampton 


^ Express & Star ^ 

' PUB OF f 
TIIC YEAR 
IS BACK 

TO BE IX WITH A CHANCE 
OF WINNING CAFE: 

mpton Dudley Mid Staffs Sandwell W; 


Sandwell 


Luke Durnall 

Marina Gibbons 

Debbie Tavner 

Dan Eccles 

Sharon Oscar 

on 

on 

on 

on 

on 

01902 319691 

01902 319641 

01543 465333 

01384 353227 

01543 465335 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 


Dudley Chronicle Thursday, May 25, 2017 









































Dudley Chronicle Thursday, May 25, 2017 


28 



SATURDAY’S TV MAY 27 



Jane Austen: Behind Closed 
Doors 

(BBC2, 9pm) 

Historian Lucy Worsley embarks 
on a road-trip across England to 
take in some of the places Jane 
Austen lived in and visited during 
her lifetime. She aims to 
demonstrate how Jane's 
personal experiences influenced 
the central themes of home and 
property in her novels, and 
makes use of detective-work to 
recreate some of the most 
important locations that no 
longer stand. She begins in 
Stoneleigh Abbey, Warwickshire, 
retracing a journey that marked 
one of the many times the 
Austens veered wildly between 
wealth and genteel poverty - 
mirroring the Dashwoods of 
Sense and Sensibility. Lucy also 
travels from Jane's birthplace in 
Steventon, Hampshire, to her 
brother's grand estate. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Raymond Blanc: How to 
Cook Well. (R) 12.00 Football Focus. 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Pointless 
Celebrities. (R) 2.00 The FA Cup Show. 
4.00 BBC News. 4.10 Regional 
Programme. 4.15 MOTD Live: FA Cup 
Final Build-Up. 5.15 MOTD Live: FA Cup 
Final. Arsenal v Chelsea (Kick-off 
5.30pm). 

7.45 Doctor Who. The Doctor, Bill and 
Nardole find themselves in the 
middle of a war-zone, as Chinese, 
Russian and American forces 
stand poised to clash. At the 
centre of the field of battle is a 
5,000-year-old pyramid, and while 
there are many problems with the 
situation presented, the Doctor is 
concerned with only one - there 
was no pyramid there yesterday. 
With the three opposing forces 
promising mutually assured 
destruction, and every clock in the 
world counting down to Earth’s 
ruin, an offer of help arrives in the 
form of a message from an alien 
race. To avoid annihilation, 
humanity must willingly become 
slaves for their would-be saviours. 
Sci-fi drama, starring Peter 
Capaldi and Matt Lucas. 

8.30 Who Dares Wins. Nick Knowles 
challenges two pairs of complete 
strangers to team up, and battle it 
out to list as much as they know 
about a given subject. 

9.15 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Agnes looks 
after a robotic baby that has been 
given to Dermot and Maria to help 
them prepare for their new arrival, 
and Cathy develops a crush on her 
psychology lecturer. (R) 

9.45 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.05 Clique. Holly remains suspicious 
about the clique, despite now 
being at its heart, and a climactic 
encounter during a night out tests 
friendships - both new and old - 
to breaking point. 

10.50 Clique. Holly worst fears are 

confirmed, just as she is beginning 
to settle into her new life in 
Edinburgh, and tensions mount 
during a party to celebrate 
Georgia’s achievements at Solasta. 

II. 35 MOTD: FA Cup Final Highlights. 

Arsenal v Chelsea. Action from the 
showpiece match at Wembley 
Stadium. 

12.10 Film: Swingers. (1996) 1.45 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.50 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 


6.15 Film: City Beneath the Sea. (1970) 
7.45 Deborah Kerr: Talking Pictures. (R) 
8.20 Film: The Prisoner of Zenda. (1952) 
10.00 Monty Halls’Great Hebridean 
Escape. (R) 11.00 Homes Under the 
Hammer. (R) 12.00 Great British Menu. 
(R) 12.30 Great British Menu. (R) 1.00 
Great British Menu. (R) 1.30 Film: 
Camelot. (1967) Musical, starring 
Richard Harris. 4.20 Flog It! (R) 5.00 
Nature’s Miniature Miracles: Natural 
World. Documentary telling how the 
world's smallest animals manage to 
survive, revealing how they have evolved 
extraordinary skills and achieved 
mindboggling feats. Hugh Dennis 
narrates. (R) 

6.00 Golf: PGA Championship. Eilidh 
Barbour presents highlights of the 
third day of the European Tour’s 
flagship event from Wentworth in 
Surrey. With commentary by Peter 
Alliss, Ken Brown and Andrew 
Cotter. 

7.00 Mexico: Earth’s Festival of Life. 

Exploring the wildlife, landscape 
and culture in three distinct areas 
of the country. (R) 

8.00 RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2017. 

Coverage of the annual 
horticultural event, which takes 
place in the west London district. 
9.00 Jane Austen: Behind Closed 
Doors. Lucy Worsley embarks on 
a road-trip across England to visit 
some of the many places that 
informed the central themes of 
home and property in Jane 
Austen's novels. 

10.00 Film: Quartet. (2012) Three 
former opera singers prepare for 
their annual concert to mark 
Verdi's birthday and raise funds 
for their retirement home. 

However, this year, a famous diva 
has joined the group, and her 
history with the others threatens 
the performance. Comedy drama, 
directed by Dustin Hoffman and 
starring Maggie Smith, Billy 
Connolly, Tom Courtenay, Pauline 
Collins and Michael Gambon. 

11.30 Versailles. William of Orange 
“tempts” the King to take the field 
against his Dutch army, so Queen 
Marie-Therese takes charge while 
Louis XIV is away at war; (R) 

Inside Versailles. 

12.30 Film: Easy Money. (2010) A 
student, a fugitive and a Mob enforcer's 
lives overlap through their involvement 
in organised crime. Thriller, with Joel 
Kinnaman, Matias Varela and Dragomir 
Mrsic. 2.30 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Sooty. 
(R) 6.35 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 6.40 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Super 4. (R) 

7.20 Marvel Avengers Assemble. (R) 

7.45 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.10 Ben 

10. 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 
The Home Game. (R) 10.20 Judge 
Rinder. (R) 11.15 Tipping Point. (R) 

12.20 ITV News; Weather. 12.30 
Bigheads. (R) 1.30 The Chase. (R) 2.30 
Film: Mission: Impossible. (1996) Action 
thriller, starring Tom Cruise. 4.35 
Catchphrase. (R) 5.20 Britain’s Got More 
Talent. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.25 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Take Me Out. An account manager 
from Leeds, a housing executive 
from Belfast, a professional BMX 
rider from Portsmouth and an IT 
manager from Exeter try to 
impress 30 women and win a date. 

8.00 Britain’s Got Talent. The 
nationwide talent contest’s 
audition phase draws to a close, as 
Ant and Den bring out one last 
batch of would-be stars to perform 
in front of judges Simon Cowell, 
Alesha Dixon, David Walliams and 
Amanda Holden. So far, Amanda, 
Alesha, Simon, and Ant and Dec 
have all made use of their Golden 
Buzzer privileges to send four acts 
directly through to the live semi¬ 
finals, with David remaining true to 
form and holding back on 
throwing his support behind any 
one performance until late in the 
audition process. Regardless, 
tonight will see the judges pick one 
last set of performers to bring the 
total of shortlisted acts to 35, 
before the elimination process 
gets under way with the first live 
semi-final on Monday. 

9.20 The Keith and Paddy Picture 
Show. Keith Lemon and Paddy 
McGuinness present their version 
of Jaws, guest starring Stephen 
Tompkinson, Myleene Klass and 
HankOsasuna. 

9.50 Film: Jaws. (1975) A seaside 
town’s police chief has to deal with 
a giant killer shark preying on 
tourists. Steven Spielberg’s thriller, 
starring Roy Scheider. 

10.50 ITV News; Weather. 

11.05 Film: Jaws. (1975) Concluded. 

12.25 Jackpot247. 3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.05 Motor Sport: British Rally 
Championship. 6.30 Monaco Historic 
Grand Prix 2016. (R) 7.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.20 Frasier. (R) 
8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.25 Frasier. (R) 9.55 
Formula 1 Monaco Grand Prix Practice 3 
Live. 11.25 Formula 1 Meets Claire 
Williams. 11.55 Formula 1 Monaco 
Grand Prix Qualifying Live. 2.30 World’s 
Most Expensive Cars. 3.30 A Place in the 
Sun: Summer Sun. (R) 4.30 Big House, 
Little House. 5.35 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Restoration Man. George 
Clarke meets retired businessman 
Bruce Woodall, who 30 years ago 
started to restore a Georgian 
gazebo tower on top of 
Pembroke’s medieval city walls - 
and has finally taken on the 
challenge of finishing the job. 
However, he discovers that since 
his architect drew up the plans, 
conservation laws have changed, 
threatening to shut down the 
project for good. George unravels 
this local landmark’s 500-year-old 
secrets, finding its place in key 
chapters in English and Welsh 
history - but has the gazebo 
tower’s story finally come to an 
end? (R) 

8.00 Walks with My Dog. Ben Fogle 
takes his Labrador along the banks 
of the Thames, beginning in 
Marlow, while broadcaster Emma 
Kennedy and her maltipoo puppy 
visit the Lake District. Plus, Helen 
Skelton and her dog Barney 
embark on a voyage of discovery 
in Dumfries and Galloway, on 
Scotland so-called “secret coast”. 
9.00 Film: The World’s End. (2013) A 
40-year-old man who refuses to 
grow up drags four reluctant 
childhood friends back to their 
home town to recreate a pub crawl 
they attempted in their teens. As 
they work their way round the 12 
local bars, they stumble on a 
threat to the entire human race. 
Sci-fi comedy, starring Simon 
Pegg and Nick Frost. 

11.10 Film: Die Hard 2. (1990) A lone 
cop battles terrorists who have 
taken over an airport to force the 
release of a convicted drug baron. 
Action thriller sequel, starring 
Bruce Willis and Bonnie Bedelia. 
1.25 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 2.20 The Last Leg. (R) 3.15 
Hollyoaks. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.10 The Fairly 
OddParents. (R) 10.45 Dogs Make You 
Laugh Out Loud. (R) 11.10 Police 
Interceptors: Dog Squad. (R) 12.05 
Benefits Britain: Life on the Dole. (R) 

I. 05 Benefits Britain: Life on the Dole. 

(R) 2.05 Benefits Britain: Life on the 
Dole. (R) 3.05 The Nightmare Neighbour 
Next Door. (R) 4.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 5.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 

6.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. In 

Staffordshire, the agents chase up 
a £3,000 deposit owed by a 
landlord to his tenant, and officers 
in Birmingham try to recover 
£25,000 from a nightclub owner 
for unpaid solicitor fees. 
Meanwhile, agents Max and Paul 
are in Surrey as they attempt to 
collect more than £3,000 owed to 
a garage after a customer disputed 
the repairs made to his van. (R) 
7.00 Cricket on 5. England v South 
Africa. Action from the second 
one-dayer in the three-match 
series, held at the Ageas Bowl in 
Southampton, as the sides 
warmed up for the ICC Champions 
Trophy. With commentary from 
Geoffrey Boycott, Simon Hughes, 
Michael Vaughan, Graeme Smith 
and Mark Nicholas. 

8.00 5 News Weekend. 

8.05 NCIS: Los Angeles. Part one of 
two. The agents investigate when 
two men are killed at a gun shop, 
but soon discover one of their 
colleagues could be at risk. 

8.55 NCIS. The team, alongside the FBI 
and MI6, continues the 
international manhunt for a 
disgraced British spy, while a 
colleague fights for their life in the 
ICU. 

9.50 NCIS: Act of Vengeance. Feature- 
length episode. The team reels in 
the wake of the terrorist attack, but 
tries to avenge Kate’s death by 
collecting as much information as 
possible on Ari before he does any 
more damage. Meanwhile, Gibbs 
learns one of his old flames has 
been named as the new NCIS 
director. (R) 

II. 40 Undercover Benefits Cheat. Paul 

Connolly goes undercover as a 
benefits claimant in order to 
expose fraudsters, beginning with 
those who claim housing support 
while subletting. 

12.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: The 
Punisher. (1989) 4.40 Access. (R) 4.50 
House Doctor. (R) 5.15 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Saints and Sinners: Britain’s 
Millennium of Monasteries 8.00 Nature’s 
Great Events 9.00 Hinterland 10.30 Top 
of the Pops: 1983 12.00 The Joy of the 
Bee Gees 1.00 Bee Gees at the BBC and 
Beyond 2.00 Boogie Fever: ATOTP2 
Disco Special 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

12.10 Britain’s Got More Talent 1.10 Take 
Me Out 2.25 Take Me Out - The Gossip 
3.25 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 
Unleashed! 4.30 Film: Space Chimps 
(2008) 5.30 FYI Daily 5.35 Film: Space 
Chimps (2008) 6.10 Film: Red Riding 
Hood (2011) 7.10 FYI Daily 7.15 Film: 
Red Riding Hood (201 1)8.15 Scorpion 
9.20 Britain’s Got More Talent 10.20 
Celebrity Juice 11.20 Family Guy 12.45 
American Dad! 1.15 Film: Bring It On 
(2000) 2.15 FYI Daily 2.20 Film: Bring It 
On (2000) 3.00 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

11.50 Jane Eyre 2.05 Film: Carry On 
Loving (1970) 3.15 FYI Daily 3.20 Film: 
Carry On Loving (1970) 4.00 Lewis 6.00 
Rosemary & Thyme 7.00 Midsomer 
Murders 9.00 Foyle’s War 11.10 Law & 
Order: UK 2.05 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.00 The Classic Car Show 12.00 
British Touring Car Championship 
Highlights 1.30 ITV Racing Live from 
Haydock. Coverage of today’s race 
meetings at Haydock Park, Goodwood 
and York. 4.30 Pawn Stars 6.00 Storage 
Wars 7.00 The Sweeney 8.00 Better Late 
Than Never 9.00 Film: Gascoigne (2015) 
10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: Gascoigne 
(2015) 10.55 Premiership Rugby Union 
11.55 River Monsters 1.00 Road Racing 
Series 2.00 Fifth Gear 2.50 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.00 The Goldbergs 2.30 Rude(ish) 
Tube Shorts 2.40 The Big Bang Theory 
6.45 Film: The Three Musketeers (2011) 
9.00 Film: The A-Team (2010) 11.25 
Gogglebox 1.35 Rude Tube 2.35 Tattoo 
Fixers 3.25 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
Film4 

1.00 Casper (1995) 3.05 Napoleon 
Dynamite (2004) 4.55 Johnny English 
(2003) 6.35 Beautiful Creatures (2013) 
9.00 The Day After Tomorrow (2004) A 
climatologist races across America to 
rescue his son as freak weather 
conditions cause devastation around the 
world. Disaster thriller, starring Jake 
Gyllenhaal. 11.25 Insidious (2010) 1.30 
The Haunting in Connecticut (2009) 3.40 
Close 
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SUNDAY’S TV M 




The Handmaid's Tale 
(Channel 4,9pm) 

New series. Dystopian drama 
based on Margaret Atwood's 
novel about a future American 
theocracy, in which declining 
birth rates have led to a new 
social order, where the few 
remaining fertile women are 
kept as slaves to carry children 
for the regime's leaders. 
Elisabeth Moss stars as one of 
these women, who struggles to 
cope with her repressive 
existence and the resentment 
of her owner's wife. Joseph 
Fiennes, Yvonne Strahovski, 
Alexis Bledel, Madeline Brewer, 
Ann Dowd, O-T Fagbenle, Max 
Minghella, Samira Wiley, 
Amanda Brugel also star. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 8.25 MOTD: FA Cup Final 
Flighlights. (R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 11.00 
Regional Programme. 12.15 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 2.15 
Money for Nothing. (R) 3.00 Flog It! (R) 

3.45 Shop Well for Less? (R) 4.45 
Points of View. 5.00 Songs of Praise. 

5.35 Escape to the Country. (R) 

6.05 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. A round-up of reports 
on spring, including the return of 
tulips to Lincolnshire’s farmlands, 
an influx of migrating jellyfish in 
Cornwall and a visit to Exeter’s 
livestock market. 

7.30 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the show from an 18th- 
century cotton mill on the banks of 
the River Clyde, where a painting 
is a reminder of its owner’s 
uncomfortable family secret. 

8.30 Damilola, Our Loved Boy. In 
November 2000,10-year-old 
schoolboy Damilola Taylor was 
attacked and fatally wounded in 
Peckham, south London, a death 
that shocked the nation. This 
feature-length drama reveals the 
personal stories behind the 
headlines, exploring Damilola’s 
journey from Lagos to London, 
and showing how Richard and 
Gloria Taylor coped with their 
personal lives as well as the 
pressure of the media as they 
fought for justice for the killing of 
their son. Babou Ceesay, Wunmi 
Mosaku and Sammy Kamara star, 
with Robert Pugh. (R) 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.25 Regional Programme. 

10.35 Room 101 -Extra Storage. 
Extended version of the comedy 
panel show in which Frank Skinner 
invites Claudia Winkleman, John 
Humphrysand Russell Kane to 
compete for the chance of 
banishing their pet hates. (R) 

11.15 Murder in Successville. Comedy 
starring Tom Davis as Dl Sleet, 
who enlists the help of a genuine 
famous sidekick to solve the latest 
high-profile murder. Last in the 
series. 

11.45The Women’s Football Show. A 

look at the biggest issues in the 
women’s game. 

12.20 Film: Lucky Them. (2013) 1.50 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.55 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 


6.15 Around the World in 80 Gardens. 

(R) 7.15 The Instant Gardener. (R) 8.00 
The Beechgrove Garden. 8.30 
Countryfile. (R) 9.30 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 11.00 Great British Menu. (R) 

11.30 Great British Menu. (R) 12.00 Live 
Athletics: Great Manchester Run. 
Coverage of the 15th staging of the 
event. 2.30 Athletics: Diamond League 
Highlights. 3.30 Rowing: European 
Championships Highlights. 5.00 
Athletics: Great Manchester Run 
Highlights. 

6.00 Golf: PGA Championship. Eilidh 
Barbour presents highlights of the 
final day of the European Tour’s 
flagship event from Wentworth in 
Surrey. With commentary by Peter 
Alliss, Ken Brown and Andrew 
Cotter. 

7.00 Dragons’ Den. Evan Davis 
presents the business ideas 
contest, as regular panelists 
Deborah Meaden, Peter Jones, 
Sarah Willingham, Touker 
Suleyman and Nick Jenkins 
consider the profit-making 
potential of wearable maps, 
interference-free guitar cables and 
keys for manhole covers. However, 
this last scheme comes from an 
entrepreneur who has previously 
come to the edge of bankruptcy. 
(R) 

8.00 The Life Swap Adventure. New 

series. Volunteers trade places 
with people from other countries, 
hoping to gain a new outlook on 
life when they return. John, an 
overworked fire officer from Essex 
who worries he does not spend 
enough time with his children and 
grandchildren, swaps homes with 
a farmer from Malawi who envies 
Western technology and fears for 
his family’s future. 

9.00 Paul Hollywood’s Big Continental 
Road Trip. New series, he Bake Off 
judge takes a series of road trips 
across different countries in 
Europe, driving some of the most 
famous cars made in each nation 
he visits. The first episode comes 
from Italy, where Paul takes a six- 
day journey with a different car for 
each day, beginning in Rome 
where he is joined by Strictly 
Come Dancing’s Bruno Tonioli. 
10.00 White Gold. (R) 

10.30 Film: The Damned United. (2009) 
Fact-based drama. 

12.00 Film: Easy Money II. (2012) 1.35 
Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 2.35 
Holby City. (R) 3.35 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Sooty. 
(R) 6.35 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 6.40 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 
(R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 
(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Super 4. (R) 

7.20 Marvel Avengers Assemble. (R) 

7.45 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.10 Ben 
10. 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 
Britain’s Best Walks with Julia Bradbury. 
(R) 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 10.55 
Judge Rinder. (R) 11.55 Judge Rinder. 
(R) 1.00 ITV News; Weather. 1.05 
Tipping Point. (R) 2.05 The Chase. (R) 
3.05 Britain’s Got Talent. (R) 4.15 Film: 
The Spy Who Loved Me. (1977) James 
Bond spy adventure, starring Roger 
Moore. 

6.40 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Bigheads. Jason Manford hosts 
the comedy game show in which 
the winning contestants from the 
past five episodes return to 
compete in a final series of bizarre 
physical challenges while wearing 
giant model heads of celebrities, 
with a convertible car as the grand 
prize. With commentary from 
Jenny Powell and Kriss Akabusi. 
Last in the series. 

8.00 The Durrells. The family’s maid 
goes into labour, so Leslie sends 
Larry to fetch Dr Petrides. 
However, he finds the doctor 
occupied, as he is in the middle of 
delivering his own wife’s baby. 
Hugh has a proposition for a 
startled Leonora, which she 
promises to think about - but an 
altercation with Vasilia nearly ends 
in tragedy for them both. Donald 
attacks a rival suitor for Margo - 
who finds herself quite delighted 
by the thought of two men fighting 
over her - while Theo and Gerry 
make a discovery at the otters’ 
den. Last in the series. 

9.00 Grantchester. Sidney resolves to 
resign from the church so he can 
marry Amanda. However, a child 
abduction and Geordie’s family 
problems make him see how 
much he is needed. Last in the 
series. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine. (R) 

11.20 Premiership Rugby Union. 

12.15 Lethal Weapon. (R) 1.00 
Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 3.50 
ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


7.30 Frasier. (R) 8.00 Frasier. (R) 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Sunday Brunch. 12.00 
Formula 1 Monaco Grand Prix Live Build- 
Up. Previewing the sixth round of the 
season. 12.35 Formula 1 Monaco Grand 
Prix Live. Coverage of the sixth round of 
the season (Start-time 1.00pm). 3.10 
Formula 1 Monaco Grand Prix Live 
Reaction. A review of the sixth round of 
the season. 4.30 World’s Most Expensive 
Cars. 5.30 George Clarke’s Old House, 
New Home. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Supervet. Noel Fitzpatrick and 
his team return to provide more 
cutting-edge animal care. The 
professor’s first patient is 
labradoodle Mitzi, who has been 
hit by a car - and Noel’s biggest 
concern is that she may have 
suffered nerve damage, leaving 
her owners fearing the worst. 
Options are limited for 10-month- 
old German pointer Hector, who is 
struggling to walk - he must 
undergo spinal surgery or face the 
prospect of being put to sleep, 
whileaLeonbergerwitha 
cancerous leg undergoes an 
operation to remove the tumour. 
(R) 

8.00 Cabins in the Wild with Dick 
Strawbridge. DickStrawbridge 
and Will Hardie visit a cabin 
inspired by a national coal pit and 
a modernist design made entirely 
from slate. Plus, a look at an 
airship-inspired cabin in Sussex. 
9.00 The Handmaid’s Tale. New series. 
Dystopian drama based on 
Margaret Atwood's novel about a 
future American theocracy, 
starring Elisabeth Moss as a 
woman who is kept as a slave 
purely for breeding. 

10.15 Gogglebox. Capturing the 
households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 

11.15 Micky Flanagan: Back in the 
Game. The comedian performs to 
his home crowd at London’s 
Hackney Empire, regaling his 
audience with tales of middle age, 
marriage and a man’s prerogative. 
(R) 

12.50 Arnie’s Greatest Ever Stunts. The 
actor examines the most spectacular 
stunts committed to film, ranking 
Hollywood set-pieces alongside 
standalone feats such as Felix 
Baumgartner's free fall to Earth. (R) 2.15 
Film: Blue Ruin. (2014) 3.50 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Milkshake! Monkey. 
6.05 Mr Men. (R) 6.15 Peppa Pig.(R) 

6.20 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.25 Wissper. (R) 

6.35 Paw Patrol. (R) 6.45 Bob the 
Builder. (R) 7.00 Fireman Sam. (R) 7.10 
Oily the Little White Van. (R) 7.15 Oily 
the Little White Van. (R) 7.20 Paw Patrol. 

7.45 Blaze and the Monster Machines. 

(R) 8.05 Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 
8.25 Wissper. (R) 8.35 Ben and Holly’s 
Little Kingdom. (R) 8.50 Shimmer and 
Shine. (R) 9.05 Little Princess. (R) 9.20 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.30 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.40 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.50 
The Fairly OddParents. (R) 10.25 The 
Gadget Show. (R) 11.20 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.20 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.15 Police 
Interceptors: Under Attack. (R) 2.15 
Film: Open Season 3. (2010) Animated 
adventure, with the voice of Matthew J 
Munn. 3.45 Film: Pudsey the Dog: The 
Movie. (2014) Family comedy, starring 
Jessica Hynes. 5.30 Most Shocking 
Talent Show Moments. (R) 

7.55 5 News Weekend. 

8.00 Holidays Make You Laugh Out 
Loud, lain Lee narrates a 
compilation of internet videos 
involving holidays, including a 
daily sprint for the sunbeds and a 
man who thought he was filming 
Las Vegas but actually had the 
camera pointed at himself. 
Featuring contributions from 
comedians Dave Spikey, Zoe 
Lyons and David Mills. 

9.00 When Kids TV Goes Horribly 
Wrong. Andi Peters narrates a 
compilation of classic children’s 
TV mishaps, featuring 
contributions from presenters 
including Sarah Greene, Sally 
James, Pat Sharp, Gaz Top, Toby 
Anstis, as well as John Leeson, the 
actor who played Rainbow’s giant 
teddy bear Bungle, and who 
remembers his terrifying original 
costume. Plus, a campfire burning 
out of control in the Blue Peter 
studio and some inappropriate 
adverts. 

12.00 Football on 5: The Play-offs. 12.25 
Dumb Drivers: Caught in the Act. Footage 
of motorists and motorcyclists getting 
into all sorts of scrapes. (R) 1.15 
SuperCasino. Live interactive gaming. 
3.10 Top 20 Funniest. A countdown of 
the funniest video clips in America. (R) 

3.55 Access. (R) 4.00 World’s Most 
Pampered Pets. Documentary about 
people who spoil their pets. (R) 4.50 
House Doctor. (R) 5.15 Wildlife SOS. (R) 
5.40 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.50 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Perfect Pianists at the BBC 8.00 
Radio 1 ’s Big Weekend: Highlights 9.10 
Kings of Leon Live at Radio 1 ’s Big 
Weekend 10.00 Arena: American Epic 
11.00 Blues at the BBC 12.00 The Man 
Who Brought the Blues to Britain: Big Bill 
Broonzy 1.00 Jago: A Life Underwater 

1.50 Nature’s Great Events 2.50 
Engineering Giants: Jumbo Jet Strip- 
Down 3.50 Close 

ITV2 

11.50 Take Me Out 1.05 Film: Richie 
Rich (1994) 2.10 FYI Daily 2.15 Film: 
Richie Rich (1994) 2.55 Film: Cats & 
Dogs: The Revenge of Kitty Galore (2010) 
3.55 FYI Daily 4.00 Film: Cats & Dogs: 
The Revenge of Kitty Galore (2010) 4.40 
Britain’s Got Talent 6.00 Britain’s Got 
More Talent 7.00 Film: Despicable Me 
(2010) 8.00 FYI Daily 8.05 Film: 
Despicable Me (2010) 9.00 Take Me Out 
-The Gossip 10.00 Family Guy 11.30 
American Dad! 12.30 The Cleveland 
Show 1.25 Through the Keyhole 2.20 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.15 Film: Carry On Loving (1970) 1.15 
FYI Daily 1.20 Film: Carry On Loving 
(1970) 2.10 Film: Columbo: The Most 
Crucial Game (1972) 3.45 Foyle’s War 
6.00 Midsomer Murders 8.00 Royal 
Stories 9.00 Kate: The Making of a 
Modern Queen 10.05 Law & Order: UK 
12.05 Wire in the Blood 3.25 May the 
Best House Win 5.05 In Loving Memory 

5.30 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

9.00 Film: Last Man Standing (1996) 
10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film: Last Man 
Standing (1996) 11.05 Film: United 93 
(2006) 12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 Film: 

United 93 (2006) 1.10 Premiership 
Rugby Union 2.15 Tommy Cooper 2.50 
ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

1.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 2.00 New Girl 

2.30 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 2.50 Film: A 
Turtle’s Tale: Sammy’s Adventures (2010) 

4.30 Film: Mr Popper’s Penguins (2011) 

6.30 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 10.00 Rude Tube 

11.00 8 Out of 10 Cats 11.55 Tattoo 
Fixers 2.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 

2.50 Rude Tube 3.40 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick 
Rules (2011) 1.00 Thunderbirds Are Go! 



Secret Life of Walter Mitty (2013) 9.00 2 
Guns (2013) 11.10 Odd Thomas (2013) 

1.00 A Girl at My Door (2014) 3.30 Close 



REASONS TO CHOOSE YOUR NEW SUPAIITE ROOF: 


Wolverhampton 


twoiMernamptoii 


1, Retain Warmth 

2, Keep cool on sunny days 

3, Virtually burglar Proof 

4, Eliminate any leaks 


5, Eliminate noise from Wind I, 

Rain or wildlife 

6, Provide safe and Cosy Space 

7, Designed and Tested with LABC 

8, Fall in love with tile roof 


Keep cosy in your conservatory this Spring 

Can be classed as an extension without the usual hassle & expense 

Adds value to your property 


Warm roof 
Wolverhampton 

Ward Street, 
Wolverhampton, West 
Midlands WV1 3LT 


Telephone: 01902 302973 
Email: info@warmroofwolverhampton.co.uk 
Website: www.warmroofwolverhampton.co.uk 
Opening Hours: Monday-Friday 09:00 - 17:00 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Song for Marion, BBC2,10.30pm 

A grouchy old man has always been dismissive of his 
wife’s role in the unconventional local choir. When she 
is diagnosed with a terminal illness and is no longer 
able to sing, he reluctantly agrees to take her place, a 
decision that dramatically changes his life and helps 
him through the hard times to come. Comedy drama, 
with Terence Stamp, Gemma Arterton, Vanessa 
Redgrave and Christopher Eccleston. (2012) 

TUESDAY 

Diana, Channel 5,11.05pm 

Fact-based drama following the Princess of Wales in 
the last two years of her life. Under constant media 
scrutiny, she finds a new public role for herself as a 
patron of humanitarian causes, while secretly 
conducting a passionate affair with a Pakistani 
heart surgeon. Starring Naomi Watts and Naveen 
Andrews. (2013) 




Sliding Doors, Friday, BBC1,11.25pm 


WEDNESDAY 

Saved from Sorrow: Mysterious Grace, Channel 5, 
3.15pm 

A retired police officer, despondent over the deaths of 
his family, meets a mysterious woman who through 
her personal stories gives him a reason to rethink 
what is most important to him. Drama, starring Joey 
Lawrence, Robin Riker, Muse Watson and Catalina 
Rodriguez. (2016) 

THURSDAY 

Alone in the Wild: Deadly Survival, Channel 5, 
3.15pm 

After a plane crash leaves them stranded in the 
Canadian wilderness, young siblings Hannah and 
Zach battle all that nature has to throw at them. 
Alongside trusty dog Chinook, the duo face bears, 
wolves and a raging wildfire in their bid to find safety. 
Family drama, starring Natasha Henstridge. (2013) 

FRIDAY 

Sliding Doors, BBC1,11.25pm 

A London woman’s entire future hinges on a 
seemingly minor but pivotal moment. Comedy drama, 
presenting two versions of a character’s life, starring 
Gwyneth Paltrow and John Hannah. (1998) 


Feeling the strain of a life 
in the media spotlight 


D ecades before Donald Trump 
blurred the lines between 
politics and pop culture, the 
Kennedys were America’s obsession. 

They have everything that the 
tabloids and gossip writers could 
want in a family - politics, 
extraordinary wealth and copious 
scandals, which makes it easy to 
see why people continue to crave 
as much information about them as 
they can get their hands on. 

Of course, there have been 
countless movies and TV series 
made about their lives over the 
years, including, notably, 2016’s 
biographical film Jackie, which 
earned Natalie Portman an Oscar 
nomination for Best Actress. 

However, not all depictions of the 
clan have been as well received. 

Back in 2011, TV mini-series The 
Kennedys was slammed even 
before it aired for taking a 
sensationalist approach to the story 
of JFK (Greg Kinnear), his wife 
Jackie (Katie Holmes), brother 
Robert (Barry Pepper) and patriarch 
Joseph (Tom Wilkinson). 


Nevertheless, it was a ratings 
success for broadcaster 
ReelzChannel, and some critics 
even came round - Pepper won an 
Emmy for his performance. 

Tonight, the show’s sequel The 
Kennedys: Decline and Fall is 
premiered on UK TV. 

The drama (which was called The 
Kennedys - After Camelot in the 
US) is based on a book by J Randy 
Taraborrelli and picks up in the 
wake of Bobby’s 1968 assassination 
and goes all the way through to 
1994. 

Jackie (again played by Holmes, 
who also directed part of it) is again 
in mourning, and sniping breaks out 
between her and the newly 
widowed Ethel (Kristin Booth). 

Robert’s brother Ted (the almost 
unrecognisable Matthew Perry, 
complete with fake ears, a fake nose 
and wavy-haired wig) is seen 
delivering part of the famous eulogy 
for Bobby. 

Indeed, much of the drama 
focuses on Ted and revisits the 
awful death of a young woman 


named Mary Jo Kopechne, in 1969. 

Ted, then a US Senator for 
Massachusetts, had been at a party 
with Kopechne and others on the 
island of Chappaquiddick, on 
Martha’s Vineyard. 

Kennedy was behind the wheel in 
his car with Kopechne when he 
accidentally drove off a bridge into a 
pond. Ted escaped, but Kopechne 
stayed trapped inside the car. 

His conduct after the incident, 
reports of his drinking, women- 
chasing and controversy 
surrounding Kopechne’s death 
essentially doomed Kennedy’s 
chances of becoming President 
himself. 

Throughout the drama, we see 
Ted struggling with the pressure to 
live up to his brothers’ legacies and 
with his own personal inadequacies. 

The second storyline in Decline 
and Fall has Jackie questioning her 
tenuous position within the Kennedy 
family, while also being wooed by 
and wedding Greek shipping 
magnate Aristotle Onassis 
(Alexander Siddig). 



The Kennedys: Decline and Fall, Monday, Channel 5, 9pm 



MONDAY 

May v Corbyn Live: The Battle for Number 10 
Channel 4,8.30pm 

A lot has been made about Theresa May’s decision 
not to participate in a live debate with Jeremy 
Corbyn and the other leaders of the UK’s main 
political parties ahead of next week’s General 
Election. However, the Prime Minister is not in for 
an easy ride tonight. In this show, broadcast 
simultaneously on Channel 4 and Sky News, May 
and Corbyn will both face questions from the 
audience via Sky News Political Editor Faisal Islam. 
Then, in between each Q&A segment, both of the 
leaders will be interviewed by former Newsnight 
presenter Jeremy Paxman. If you miss tonight’s 
show, May and Corbyn will be seen on our screens 
again in a BBC Question Time Special, presented 
by David Dimbleby, on Friday. 

TUESDAY 

Grayson Perry: Divided Britain 
Channel 4,9pm 

You can’t beat a Grayson Perry documentary - and 
that was something nobody thought they would 
ever hear when he began making programmes for 
Channel 4. After all, he was a potter, not a film¬ 
maker, but he’s done the broadcaster proud, 
devising numerous enthralling shows on a range of 


subjects - and this promises to be just as good as 
its predecessors. In January, he asked viewers to 
contribute to the making of two pots by asking 
them their thoughts on Brexit. These were 
submitted via Twitter, and now we’re getting an 
opportunity to find out how Perry has used them. 
Not that he’s been keeping it a secret - his social 
media followers have been treated to sneak 
previews over the weeks, but now we’ll be 
seeing them for the first time in all their glory. 

WEDNESDAY 
Fargo 
Channel 4,10pm 

The Coen brothers couldn’t possibly have imagined 
that their Oscar-nominated drama set in the snowy 
wastes of Minnesota would go on to spawn three 
TV series, but thank goodness it has because 
the small screen version of Fargo has 
been a real treat. Each run features 
new stories and characters, and the 
latest stars Ewan McGregor in the dual 
role of brothers Ray and Emmit Stussy. 

The latter is the state’s Parking Lot 
King, a slick, self-made property j 
mogul and family man; Ray, 
meanwhile, is a different kettle of 
fish altogether. Pot-bellied and 
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balding, he’s a parole officer with a chip on his 
shoulder about the hand in life he’s been dealt and 
blames his sibling for all his problems. There is no 
love lost between the brothers, and their rivalry is 
about to wreak havoc in their small town. 


THURSDAY 

Frank Skinner on Muhammad 
AM 

BBC1, 9pm 

Last year, millions of fans around 
the world mourned the passing of 
Muhammad Ali whose fame and 
charisma transcended boxing. One 
of those who grieved him was 
comedian Frank Skinner, who now 
a chance to pay 
tribute to his idol 
with this 
documentary. 
Skinner travels 
across the UK and 
the US to visit 
some of the key 
locations and 
people in Ali’s life, 
from the next- 
door neighbour 



Frank Skinner on Muhammad Ali 
Thursday, BBC1,9pm 


from Louisville, Kentucky, who witnessed the 
teenager boxer’s dedication to his craft, to a bare¬ 
knuckle fighter on an Oxfordshire council estate 
who became one of his dearest friends. Along the 
way, Skinner learns more about some of the lesser 
known chapters in Ali’s story and finds out just why 
he became an icon of the civil rights movement and 
arguably the greatest sporting hero of the 
20th-century. 

FRIDAY 

Question Time Leaders’ Special 
BBC1,8.30pm 

With less than a week to go to the General 
Election, time is running out for the country’s 
politicians to get their points and policies across to 
the British people. In this programme, which could 
turn out to be one of the defining moments of the 
campaign, Theresa May and Jeremy Corbyn will 
feature on the same prime-time edition of Question 
Time in York. The Prime Minister and the Leader of 
the Opposition won’t be on screen at the same 
time, but they will be quizzed by the same audience 
- and David Dimbleby - consecutively. The veteran 
host will also be in Edinburgh on Sunday, where he 
will be chairing a second special with Liberal 
Democrat Tim Farron and the SNP’s Nicola 
Sturgeon. 



WINDOW 

DOCTOR 

CAN’T AFFORD TO REPLACE 

UPVC then why not just revamp! 


WJMIUIlfiildMiJglsimtiTFi 


\lfe are a company yon can trust trading for over 25 years 

FREE QUOTES ON ALL WINDOWS, 
DOORS, ROOFLINES ETC 

Part of the Lifestyle Windows Group 

vmw.lifestylewinrlowsofkingswinforil.co.uk 

01384 295855 

Building 26, Unit 5 First Avenue, Pensnett 
Trading Estate, Kingswinford DY6 7TB 


HONOURING COR FALLEN HEROES 
VKITH A PLfcCCE HOT TO FORGET 
THEIR FAMILIES 


PLEASE DONATE 


FRf t C<Xl ACTION of tgrnttu* and b'pe e*ctncil 
teww A1 dotting yvd car be dropped 

dfaect to youf local 5kw, 

Collections of \*rqe quant©**can be arranged. 


HOUSE CUARAMCtS AVfllLABlf BY RtQIKST 

"WE SEU NEW BEOS’ 


VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED 

FM OH STORE 

Do|iiu tvfw »4 tor* hour*laMuibycu IN* to 
(vimw your Uil« in cuilom won and 

dock peep? F to wuuid you I far to ,on our town and 
support our c auto* 

PlEASf GW! US A RING 0« POT INTO THE STORE 

OMI. M <16 O— rv MwU. BtwnwkK 8 ?CHW 

Opw*n Noon: *•■»-Spun kn IQMHpn 

t>uf. wvdbfvnihaptXBiTHuapartiU 

in oi it ttsoeri 

tik*r eauiuuiulM* > uomiu* 


TO HERS 

ss 


Become a Foster Carer with 
St Christopher’s 


0800 234 6282 

www.stchris.org.uk/fostering 

fostering@stchris.org.uk 


Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 

FILL YOUR NEXTVACANCY WITH OUR BRONZE 
FIXED PRICE RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: • Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) • 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified jobs for 5 nights 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle • We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily basis until you fill 

of your choice the vacancy 

Contact Tracey Thompson on 01902 319645 ParkRfiP PNfP f 300* 

oremailtracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk raLlVdyc rllLc 

*AII prices are subject to VAT | 
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BRAIN GYM 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


K 

2 

z 

3 

P 

4 

E 

5 

w 

6 

L 

7 

F 

8 

V 

9 

H 

10 

ii 

J 

12 

A 

13 

Q 

M 

15 

c 

16 

u 

17 

s 

18 

Y 

19 

D 

20 

o 

21 

T 

22 

N 

23 

G 

24 

B 

25 

R 

26 

X 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

R 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

1 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

7. Freedom from 
anxiety shown by 
some cartographers 
( 6 ) 

8. Give the fellow a 
blend of tea (6) 

10. I’ve lost various 
flowers (7) 

11. Particular positions 
that will produce 
spectacles, we hear 
(5) 

12. This tide occurs at 
dusk (4) 

13. Footwear 
establishing a 
record in the Civil 
Service! (5) 

17. A steel fastener put 
back for the creeper 
(5) 

18 & 20Dn. Suffer 
twinges but work 
with great care (4,5) 

22. Father put back the 
top card quickly (5) 

23. Came out in spots 
(7) 

24. Used by the artist 
when camping (6) 

25. Dislodged from a 
high perch, one 
hears (6) 


Down 

1. Foresight? (7) 

2. Everything still 
outstanding is not 
banned (7) 

3. Revolutionary film 
about the capital of 
Bulgaria (5) 

4. So Grace 
redesigned the 
bouquet (7) 

5. See 14 Down 

6. Lets a minimum 
change take place 
(5) 

9. Needs a pal for a 
seaside walk (9) 
14&5Dn. Generous 
celebration for 
political group (7,5) 
15. Whaling equipment 
- an instrument with 
a ring on (7) 

16 & 21 Dn. Chief 
illumination for pre¬ 
eminent personage 
(7,5) 

19. It’s not plain 
imagination (5) 

20. See 18 Across 

21. See 16 Down 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

7. Gateway (6) 

8. Roar (6) 

10. To storm (7) 

11. Domestic task (5) 

12. Too (4) 

13. Blithe (5) 

17. Angry (5) 

18. Measure (4) 

22. Water lily (5) 

23. Upshot (7) 

24. Coincide (6) 

25. Brandy (6) 


Down 

1. Ascetic (7) 

2. Assure (7) 

3. Mortal (5) 

4. Quicksilver (7) 

5. Blossom (5) 

6. Proprietor (5) 
9. Desertion (9) 

14. Off-hand (7) 

15. Tell (7) 

16. Protection (7) 

19. Remiss (5) 

20. Expiate (5) 

21. Bench (5) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Stall; 4 Ash pits; 8 Inmates; 
9 Tripe; 10 Mite; 11 Relation; 13 Dolt; 14 Deal; 

16 Gestured; 17 Idle; 20 Sward; 21 Get into; 

22 Set free; 23 Great. Down: 1 Seismologists; 

2 Admit; 3 Lute; 4 Answer; 5 Hot water; 6 Initial; 

7 Stern-foremost; 12 Flounder; 13 Distant; 

15 Beagle; 18 Dense; 19 Stag. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Decor; 4 Painter; 8 Flatter; 

9 Charm; 10 Ewer; 11 Horseman; 13 Earn; 

14 Foul; 16 Transfer; 17 Glee; 20 Agate; 

21 Titanic; 22 Erector; 23 Press. 

Down: 1 Differentiate; 2 Chase; 3 Rota; 

4 Parson; 5 Incision; 6 Trammel; 

7 Reminiscences; 12 Prospect; 13 Emanate; 

15 Letter; 18 Lance; 19 Stop. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. Of which African country is Brazzaville the 
capital? 

2. Which Greek letter represents the ratio 
of the circumference of a circle to its 
diameter? 

3. Which Norwegian composer had the 
middle name Hagerup? 

4. With which sport is the English Leander 
Club associated? 


5. Which French author wrote The Human 
Comedy series of novels? 

6. What type of animal is a porcupine? 

7. Which poet laureate wrote The Fair 
Penitent? 

8. Membership of which body allows MPs to 
be called Right Honourable? 

9. What nationality was Ivor Novello? 

10. Who directed the controversial film Natural 
Born Killers? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Raven; 2 Darwin; 3 Tin; 

4 Thistle; 5 Grozny; 6 11 Downing Street; 

7 The Brown Bomber; 8 Muslin; 9 Northwest 
Passage; 10 Tony award. 

Niner: TINDERBOX 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


639972 

7681245 

74572 


gives 

gives 

gives 


a country, 
a second country, 
a third country. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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LET US 

CONSTRUCT YOU R 
PERFECT WEBSITE 


From as little as £15.00 per month 
MNA Digital can create you your perfect website 



Call 01902 319730 or 

visit: www.mnadigital.co.uk MNA DIC&1TAL 


HALF PRICE 



SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
JUST £2.00 PER MONTH (INC. P&P) 


To subscribe call our free customer 
care hotline on 0800 146 540 


Overseas 12-month gift subscriptions are available from: Europe £73.56, 
rest of the world £110.76 (Includes P&P, Direct Debit or Pre-payment) 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

MAGAZINE 


Dudley Chronicle Thursday, May 25, 2017 
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Dino diner is a roaring success 


When our daughter arrived on this Earth, the 
small print said she’d be into dinosaurs. 

That’s what we were led to believe when she was 
handed to us at the hospital. Cradling our little girl, my 
other half hummed the theme tune to Jurassic Park into 
her ear, in the hope that his lifelong love affair with the 
Steven Spielberg blockbuster would be passed down 
to her subconsciously. 

However, 15 months on, and Edie has yet to spark 
an interest in pre-historic beasts. And her lack of 
enthusiasm was never more evident as we walked 
around West Midland Safari Park’s excellent Land of 
the Living Dinosaurs. So, in a last ditch attempt to 
spark some pre-historic magic, we headed over to the 
Dino Diner for some lunch because if anything’s going 
to inspire our kid, it’s food. 

TROPICAL 

Entering through a giant bone carcass, it has a 
pre-historic cave-like interior with moody lighting and 
tropical plants. The only thing missing was the Jurassic 
Park soundtrack. Or even some T-Rex. Get It On, I say. 

Welcomed by a sunny member of staff in safari-style 
gear, we were shown to a table and invited to order 
food and drinks at the counter. After a bit of a false start 
due to a fire alarm and the restaurant being evacuated, 
we reconvened to decide on our food choices. 

The menu makes an amusing read. Carnivores are 
well-catered for; there’s Rex’s Lunch - a lamb shank in 
red wine sauce with mashed potatoes - or a Predator 
Platter comprising half a chicken, rack of ribs and sides. 

Herbivores can tuck into the Bronto Balti - a vegan 
sweet potato balti, while skinniovres (dieters) can opt for 
the Raptor Salad of piri piri chicken, mixed leaves, sweet 
potato and quinoa. Litte people have loads of choice 
too - there’s not a Bernard Matthews breaded turkey 


The entrance to 
the Dino Diner 



dinosaur in sight, as options include sausage, mash 
and peas, and pasta bolognese. There’s please-all side 
orders too, like onion rings and cheesy dough balls. 

In the interest of giving the menu a fair run we ordered 
a raft of food including the barbecue pulled pork- 
loaded nachos, the raptor salad and volcanic skillet 
fajita. Oh, and a diddy dino sweet potato balti with rice 
for the little one on the basis that we fancied trying it 
too. Our meals arrived promptly and looked freshly- 
cooked and appealing. The bill came to just over £36. 
Most disappointing in terms of value for money was the 


kid’s sweet potato balti which, at £6, came in a meagre 
portion of brownish mush on top of plain white rice. Edie 
was as interested in it as she was the dinosaur trail. 

She was rather enamoured by the barbecue pulled 
pork-topped nachos, though. In fact, it proved a hit with 
us all; we attacked it like a pack of predatory pterodactyl 
at a buffalo meat buffet. 

The fajitas were well presented with a separate skillet 
of sizzling chicken breast, mixed peppers and onions 
in a sauce as spiky as a stegosaurus’s spine, and a 
pile of soft tortilla wraps. The raptor salad provided 


some much-needed crunch, packed with a few unusual 
ingredients such as sugar snap peas and slices of sweet 
red pepper. Two skewers of chicken thigh meat drizzled 
in a sweet chilli sauce were moist and pleasantly 
charred and accompanied by red pepper hummus and 
tortilla wrap. We polished off most of the food despite 
ordering far too much. 

Our little girl might have been unimpressed with 
the 65- million-year-old dinosaurs but the food was a 
roaring success. 

By Emily Bridgewater 







in association with 


Quote Code: UYY408 


LONDON EYE 

& THAMES RIVER CRUISE 


Quote Code: VGU182 


Saturday departures, 12 August, 
2 September & 21 October 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 
20 miles of central London with 3-course 
dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ A flight on the London Eye 

✓ A cruise on the River Thames 

✓ Free time in London 


2 days, by coach 


j 


I *£ 


Quote Code: GEX589 


Selected Saturday departures, 
September - December 2017 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


For more information AIAA^ AAAI g p 
or to book, please call: U 9V/4IOO 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 0me 9 aHols @omegaHois omegaHois 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen and Stourbridge* 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


*Please note: Not all pickup points are available on all breaks. 


Your Chronicle 




Only 


2 days, by coach 


c99 


■95pp 


LONDON’S 

WINTER 

WONDERLAND 

Saturday departures, 

18 November & 16 December 2017 

London’s Hyde Park transforms this 
November into a dazzling spectacle of 
sparkle, with 200+ Christmas Market 
stalls, ice rink, ice kingdom, circuses, Big 
Wheel, even a cocktail bar made of ice. 
Join us on this great-value Omega break 
and make your weekend a walk 
in the park! 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


only 


£149 


.95pp 


2 days, by coach 

only £139 .95pp 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


Price Includes... 


✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Tower of London 

✓ Free time in London 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 

✓ Return transfer from hotel to Hyde Park 

✓ Free time in London on Sunday 


THE TOWER 

of London 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Traditional semi is 
spacious and has 
been extended 

An incredibly deceptively spacious and 
substantially extended traditional semi-detached 
property, 25 Dudley Road, Kingswinford, is set 
back behind a very large block paved driveway. 

Also having a good-sized and beautifully laid out 
private rear garden with a large workshop/store and 
close to excellent schools, a park and the village, it is 
for sale through Taylors at £210,000. 

With double glazing and gas central heating, 
its generous layout includes an entrance porch, 
a reception hall, a large full depth sitting room, a 
ground floor shower room, and a ‘stunning’ luxury 
re-fitted breakfast kitchen with appliances. 

To the first floor there are three large bedrooms, 
with bedroom three having been substantially 
extended, and a modern bathroom. 

Dudley Road has easy access into the centre of 
Kingswinford, with its friendly village shops and 
restaurants etc. 

In more detail the porch has tiled flooring and the 
reception hall has light wood-style flooring, stairs off 
and under stairs storage. The impressive full depth 
sitting room is a large reception room which has a 
walk-in bay window to the front and French doors 
leading out to the rear patio, and a ‘living flame’ gas 
fire with feature fireplace surround. 

Having been re-fitted, the stunning family dining 
kitchen is beautifully appointed with a superb range 
of soft closing units with worktops, plumbing for 
a dishwasher, a recess for a range style cooker, a 
Zanussi fridge, an extra large integrated freezer, a 
tall pull-out ‘slimline’ larder unit and wall units with 
an integrated microwave. The units opposite include 
plumbing for washing machine. 

A shower room completes the ground floor. 

Off the first floor landing, bedroom one has a walk- 
in bay window overlooking the frontage and the two 
remaining bedrooms overlook the rear. The bathroom 
has a classic white suite with chrome colour fittings 
including the panelled bath with electric shower 
above, push button flush WC and full height tiling to 
the walls. Ladders lead to the decorated loft with two 
Velux windows and carpeting. 


KINGSWINFORD £210,000 



TO VIEW THIS PROPERTY 


AGENT: Taylors 

TEL: 01384 401777 

EMAIL: kingswinford@taylors 


uk 


estateagents 


co 


nn 


* 


KEY FEATURES 

Deceptively spacious & extended 
Traditional semi-detached 
Stunning re-fitted breakfast kitchen 
3 large bedrooms 
Modern bathroom 




He's sold 

Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 

If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


MNA Media 


Dudley Chronicle Thursday, May 25, 2017 
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Taylors 


the property professionals 


Kings wintord 

01384 401777 


Brierfey Hill 

01384 265265 


Sedgley 

01902 880888 


Stourbridge arc Halesowen 



HIMLEY, Bridgnorth Road 

A PERIOD DETACHED FAMILY RESIDENCE offering an EXCEPTIONALLY 
SPACIOUS layout, RECENTLY IMPROVED comprising: Porch, Hall, large 
Lounge, formal Dining Room, Second Sitting Room, spacious Dining / 
Kitchen, Utility, Guest Cloaks/WC, FIVE BEDROOMS and SPACIOUS FAMILY 
BATHROOM. LARGE DRIVE, GARAGE and BROAD REAR GARDEN private 
and sunny. EPC D 

£439,000 



Tividale, Oakham Road 

This IMPOSING & HANDSOME, SIX BEDROOM, DETACHED RESIDENCE 
comprises: Porch, Hall, Sitting Room, Dining Room, Conservatory, Splendid 
Gloss Kitchen, Guests W.C, Two Modern Bathrooms, Driveway, Garage & 
OUTSTANDING REAR GARDEN. EPC: 


£390,000 



KINGSWINF0RD, Pleasant Close 

A SPACIOUS MODERN DETACHED BUNGALOW with THREE BEDROOMS, 
with Cul-de-Sac setting, offering: Porch, Hall, LOUNGE with Dining area, 
KITCHEN with space for breakfast table, three bedrooms, Bathroom and 
W.C. Lawn, DRIVE, GARAGE and GARDENS. EPC D 


LOWER G0RNAL, The Straits 

ENLARGED, gas centrally heated, double glazed detached two/three 
bedroom within walking distance of many amenities comprising; porch, 
hall, bedroom with wardrobes, study (occasional third bedroom), refitted 
dining kitchen with 'high gloss white'finish units, utility, bathroom, second 
bedroom, inner vestibule, dressing room with a fine range of first quality 
units, shower/wet room, LARGE GARAGE, neat garden. EPC:E. SEDGLEY 



£249,950 



WAS £245,000, NOW £237,950 



G0RNAL WOOD, Eaton Crescent 

Situated on a fantastic corner position in the extremely popular GORNAL 
WOOD area of Dudley this DETACHED bungalow offers so much. With 
entrance hallway and garage, this DETACHED BUNGALOW also benefits 
from L-shaped open lounge-diner, kitchen, bathroom, TWO BEDROOMS 
central heating, driveway and enveloped by low-maintenance gardens all 
around the property. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating D. SEDGLEY 



WAS £209,950, NOW £200,000 



KINGSWINF0RD, Honeytree Close 

A SUBSTANTIALLY EXTENDED DETACHED BUNGALOW which enjoys 
IMPRESSIVE ELEVATED VIEWS from the landscaped rear garden within a cul 
de sac position, offering a GENEROUS layout which includes TWO GOOD 
BEDROOMS. Set beyond the DRIVEWAY which provides off road parking 
and CARPORT. EPC D 



£179,950 



W0MB0URNE, Penleigh Gardens 

A SUBSTANTIAL DETACHED FAMILY HOME superbly located, enjoying 
pleasant rearviews, offering ATTRACTIVELY PRESENTED accommodation, 
including FOUR GOOD BEDROOMS, master with EN SUITE. With DRIVEWAY, 
GARAGE and a secluded rear garden. EPC D 



£320,000 



WALL HEATH, The Parade 

A TRADITIONAL SEMI DETACHED FAMILY HOME superbly placed, 
convenient for sought after schools and Village shops/amenities, offering 
a GENEROUS layout of accommodation which includes THREE GOOD 
BEDROOMS. With DRIVEWAY, GARAGE and a good size garden EPC D 



£215,000 



LOWER GORNAL, Wallows Wood 

Tremendously modernised, gas centrally heated, double glazed semi 
detached that has been comprehensively modernised in recent years 
at head of cul-de-sac with porch, hall, and "open plan" accommodation 
incorporating lounge section (with bay), dining room section (with French 
doors out to garden), and a refitted kitchen section. Three bedrooms, 
bathroom, parking, "sun trap" side/rear garden. EPC:D SEDGLEY. 

Offers in the region of £175,000 


www.taylors-estateagenls.co.uk 
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Taylors 


the property professional 


s 


KirtKiwinfoni 
01384 401777 


Brfcrtey Hill 
01384 265265 


Sedgley 

01902 880888 


Ais: a StouribcWge u Halesowen 



TIPTON, Birmingham New Road 

Spacious, EXTENDED, tremendously enhanced, gas centrally heated, double glazed detached 
family home in superb order throughout with many unspoilt character features/lofty 
ceiling etc in favoured district comprising; porch, hall, cloakroom, living room, dining room, 
extended/refitted 13'9" kitchen, utility room; three generous bedrooms, bathroom with white 
contemporary suite, gated drive, garage & superb expertly tended LENGTHY rear garden. 
EPCTBC. SEDGLEY. 



SEDGLEY, Langland Drive 

ENLARGED, conscientiously maintained, Freehold gas centrally heated, double glazed 
link-detached family home enjoying good distant views from the front and within walking 
distance of so many amenities comprising; entrance vestibule, lounge (with bow windowjand 
dining room section (with French doors out to garden), extended 15'6"kitchen, understair 
store, three bedrooms, bathroom, generous garage, neat/secluded garden. EPC: D. SEDGLEY. 



KINGSWINF0RD, Cross Street 

Superbly located within Kingswinford's highly sought after Old Quarter, this SUCCESSFULLY 
ALTERED & IMPROVED PERIOD SEMI-DETACHED FAMILY HOME enjoys a CONSERVATORY, 
together with GENEROUS accommodation, plus a GOOD SIZED REAR GARDEN. EPC E 


Offers in the region of £235,000 


Offers in the region of £189,000 



£169,950 



SEDGLEY, Bath Street 



NETHERT0N, The Beck 


EXTENDED, significantly modernised & improved (finishing 
works would be beneficial) gas centrally heated double glazed 
semi-detached in popular district comprising; porch, hall (wood 
strip floor), understair fitted cloaks, dining room, enlarged living 
room (with multi fuel stove and double French doors to garden), 
extended kitchen, lobby, three bedrooms, bathroom, boarded 
roof space with sky lights, garage, delightful garden. EPC E. 
SEDGLEY 


This DECEPTIVELY LARGE,THREE STOREY HOME comprises: Hall, 
Guests Cloakroom, Study, Modern Kitchen being Open Plan to 
Lounge, PLEASANT REAR GARDEN, Four Bedrooms (Master with 
Well Appointed En-Suite), Family Bathroom, Off Road Parking. 
EPOC 



BRIERLEY HILL, Larksfield Mews 


This BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED, END OF MEWS STYLE HOME 
comprises: Lounge, MODERN KITCHEN DINER, Two Good First 
Floor Bedrooms (Master with En-Suite Shower Room), Well 
Appointed Bathroom, Driveway & Secluded Garden. NO UPWARD 
CHAIN. EPC: D 



W0RDSLEY, Belle Vue 


With DRIVE/PARKING SPACE, GARAGE and an extensive 
sunny rear garden, this BEAUIFULLY PRESENTED PERIOD SEMI 
DETACHED COTTAGE enjoys a superb position within a sought 
after and established address, close to local shops, popular 
schools and park, including TWO BEDROOMS. EPC E 



SEDGLEY, Kings Road 


Fantastic end of terrace property set in the much sought after 
area of Sedgley. Retaining many of its original features and being 
uniquely presented, this TWO BEDROOM home also boasts 
gas central heating,THREE RECEPTION ROOMS, modern fitted 
kitchen, LOFT ROOM, family bathroom, enclosed rear garden 
which offers secure off roads parking. EPC: E. SEDGLEY. 


Offers in the region of £163,500 


£154,950 


£149,950 


£136,950 


Offers in the region of £134,950 



LOWER G0RNAL, Sandfield Grove 


NO UPWARD CHAIN. Fully refurbished semi-detached property 
located in the popular area of Lower Gornal in Dudley. As well 
as having driveway and rear garden this ideal first time buyers 
property also boast; central heating & double glazing, living 
room, fantastic re-fitted kitchen-diner, guest W/C, utility room, 
TWO BEDROOMS, lovely re-fitted bathroom. EPC Rating C. 
SEDGLEY 

£134,950, NOW £129,950 



SEDGLEY, Kings Road 


Conveniently situated within walking distance of Sedgley Centre, 
this traditional terraced property has huge potential. Benefiting 
from entrance porch and hallway, this THREE BEDROOM also has 
living room, dining room, kitchen, guest W/C, bathroom, double 
glazing and gas central heating, front and rear gardens and is 
being offered with NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating D SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £114,950 



SEDGLEY, Dudley Road 


REMARKABLY SPACIOUS - Extensive accommodation over THREE 
FLOORS - a significancy modernised/improved gas centrally 
heated UPVC double glazed mid terrace within walking distance 
of so many amenities comprising lounge, store, dining room, 
refitted kitchen; two generous bedrooms, reappointed bathroom 
with white suite (whirlpool bath); dormer double bedroom, 
gardens. Personal inspection vital for full appreciation. EPC 
Rating E. SEDGLEY. 

Offers in the region of £125,000 



C0SELEY, Painters Croft 


Tastefully presented modern intermediate situated in a popular 
development in Coseley. Benefiting from living room, kitchen- 
diner, TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS, bathroom, enclosed rear 
garden, parking to front, central heating and double glazing. EPC 
Rating C. SEDGLEY 


Offers in the region of £104,950 



HOLLY HALL, Newland Grove 


This ATTRACTIVELY DECORATED & THOUGHTFULLY EXTENDED, 
THREE BEDROOM PROPERTY comprises: Porch, Hall, Lounge, 
Dining Room, EXTENDED STUNNING Kitchen,Three First Floor 
Bedrooms, Bathroom with white suite, Driveway and Neat Rear 
Garden. EPC: E 


£124,950 



PENSNETT, Primrose Park 


A BEAUTIFULLY IMPROVED MEWS BUNGALOW which is set within 
a secure gated retirement complex, for those aged 60 years and 
above.The accommodation is BEAUTIFULLY IMPROVED and WELL 
APPOINTED throughout, including TWO GOOD BEDROOMS and a 
LARGE CONSERVATORY EPC C 




DUDLEY, St Edmund Close 


NO UPWARD CHAIN - Stylish, recently built, Freehold gas 
centrally heated double glazed TWO DOUBLE BEDROOM end 
'starter-home' presented in exemplary order throughout and 
representing an ideal opportunity for first time buyers. With 
PARKING to rear accommodation comprises; hall, cloakroom, 
kitchen with a fine range of'satin-cream'effect units, lounge (with 
double French doors out to the garden), two double bedrooms, 
bathroom with white suite, garden, parking. EPC: B. SEDGLEY 

Offers in the region of £124,950 



DUDLEY WOOD, Dudley Wood Road 


This TWO BEDROOM, PERIOD STYLE HOME now requires 
REFURBISHMENT but has HUGE POTENTIAL to create a desirable 
FIRST TIME HOME or BUY-TO-LET INVESTMENT. Comprising: Two 
Reception Rooms, Kitchen,Two Bedrooms, Bathroom, GARAGE, 
Rear Garden. EPC: E 


£89,950 



KINGSWINF0RD, Nanaimo Way 


Enjoying a good sized private rear garden, this TRADITIONAL 
TWO BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED HOUSE offers an ENLARGED 
layout of SPACIOUS accommodation which requires some 
cosmetic improvement and with Driveway/ Parking to the fore. 
EPC D 



W00DSETT0N, Roper Walk 


An APPRECIABLY SPACIOUS and much enhanced centrally 
heated UPVC double glazed GROUND FLOOR double bedroom 
flat with OPEN ASPECT to front set in quiet backwater shared 
gardens and allocated parking. Accommodation includes 
entrance hallway, upgraded kitchen, 16'4" living/dining room, 
inner hallway, double bedroom, upgraded bathroom with white 
suite. EPC Rating D. SEDGLEY. 

Offers in the region of £75,000 


www.taytors-estateagents.co.uk 


Follow us on: f 
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Two-bedroomed house 
is new to the market 


DUDLEY 

£ 94,950 


New to the property market, this deceptively 
spacious two-bedroomed mid terrace property in 
New Road, Dudley, includes two large reception 
rooms plus a breakfast room/utility. 

It is for sale through Hicks Hadley at £94,950. 

As well as the two large reception rooms and 
breakfast room/utility area, the home’s accommodation 
includes a good-sized fitted kitchen with appliances, 
a rear lobby, two well-proportioned bedrooms and a 
large bathroom with separate shower cubicle to the 
first floor. 

The property has a courtyard garden, a cellar, 
gas central heating and double glazing. This sale is 
expected to generate a lot of interest. 

Contact Hicks Hadley on 0121 585 6667. 



Four-bedroom 
extended family 
home enjoys a 
lovely setting 

WOLLASTON 
£ 299,950 <« 


An extended four- 
bedroomed detached family 
home with well proportioned 
bedrooms in Tyrol Close 
Wollaston, Stourbridge, is 
for sale through Taylors at 
£299,950. 

With two reception rooms 
it lies in a great location for 
Wollaston village and schools. 
It is in a quiet residential close 
off High Park Avenue. It is in a 
lovely setting. 

With gas central heating 
and double glazing this four 
bedroom, extended, detached 
family home accommodation 
briefly comprising an entrance 
porch, entrance hall, a sitting 
room, a separate extended 
dining room, a kitchen, four 
bedrooms and a modern white 
bathroom. 

Outside, is a fore garden, 
drive to the garage and an 
enclosed rear garden. 

Contact Taylors on 01384 
395555 or visit www.taylors- 
estateagents.co.uk 
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Three-bedroom 
terraced home 
is in a popular 
residential area 


LOWER GORNAL 
£ 177,950 «< 


Situated in a pleasant and 
popular residential area, this 
three-bedroomed terraced 
house in Haslingden 
Crescent, Lower Gornal, 
Dudley, lies between Gornal 
Wood and Sedgley. 

It is for sale through 
Wakeman at £177,950. 

With double glazing and 
gas central heating, it has an 
entrance hall, a cloakroom/ 
WC, living room, inner hallway, 
dining kitchen, first floor 
landing, bedroom one en- 
suite, two further bedrooms, 
gardens and two parking 
spaces. 

The property has a wide 
range of amenities being 
available within the area. 

It also has the benefit of a 
residue for 10-year NHBC 
warranty and has well 
proportioned accommodation 
with low maintenance gardens. 

Contact Wakeman on 
01384 459999 or visit www. 
wakeman-online.com 



Two-bed bungalow 
is much improved 


GORNAL WOOD 
£ 184,950 


A well-presented and much improved two- 
bedroomed detached bungalow, Fairhaven, Summit 
Place, Gornal Wood, is situated in a quiet backwater, 
a short level walking distance from the centre of 
Gornal Wood where a wide range of amenities are 
available. 

It is for sale through Wakeman at £184,950. 

With a tarmac driveway and gravelled front garden 
for off-road parking and an attached garage, this 
property has gated access at both sides, with the 
rear garden mainly lawned. 

With double glazing and gas central heating, it has 
an entrance hall with laminate flooring, a living room, 
dining kitchen, two bedrooms and a bathroom. 

For further information contact Wakeman on 
01384 459999 or visit www.wakeman-online.com 


PREFERRED AND CHOSEN 



eu& cA&cvtituj 


NEW HOMES 


Visit our stylish new showhomes and see the lifestyle 
you can have with the Kier way of living. Discover the 
extraordinary difference in our beautiful homes and 
experience our unrivalled specification. 

2, 3 and 4 bedroom homes from £135,995 
or with Help to Buy £108,796* 


WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 


ELDERWOOD PLACE 

off Dudley Street, Bilston, Wolverhampton WV14 OJT 


DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • JOIN US 


SALES OFFICE: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 
TELEPHONE: 07841 082343 
EMAIL: elderwoodplacesales@kier.co.uk 



INKIER 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



CGI of The Wychwood 3 bedroom home at Elderwood Place. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions. 
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Lenders reporting 
dip in buy-to-let 
mortgage requests 

Buy-to-let lending for house purchase plunged 
by nearly 80 per cent year-on-year in March, 
figures from banks and building societies 
show. 

Landlords borrowed a total of £900 million for 
house purchases in March, marking a 79.5 per 
cent decrease compared with March 2016, when 
£4.4 billion-worth of loans were advanced for this 
purpose. 

The Council of Mortgage Lenders (CML), which 
released the figures, said spring 2016 saw a 
peak of activity before stamp duty changes were 
introduced in April last year. 

Estate agents reported seeing a rush of buy- 
to-let investors snapping up properties ahead of 
the stamp duty increase for this sector on April 
1 2016. 

Paul Smee, director general of the CML, 
said: “Overall, lending trends have remained 
reasonably consistent.” 

The CML also said first-time buyer and home 
mover activity came out of a winter seasonal dip 
in March. 

First-time buyers borrowed £4.9 billion in total 
in March, up 29 per cent on February and a nine 
per cent increase compared with March 2016. 

Home movers borrowed £6.2 billion for house 
purchases, up 19 per cent on February but down 
by 33 per cent year-on-year. 

A total of £6 billion was also borrowed by home 
owners re-mortgaging in March - up 13 per 
cent on February and a 22 per cent increase 
compared with the same period a year earlier. 

Weakest 

But the CML said that, overall, home owner 
house purchase activity was at its weakest for 
two years across the first three months of 2017, 
with 155,900 loans advanced to first-time buyers 
and home movers in the first quarter of this year. 

By contrast, the number of re-mortgage loans 
advanced to home owners was at its highest 
since the first quarter of 2009, with 106,700 loans 
handed out in the first three months of 2017. 

Mr Smee said: “The relatively sluggish activity 
among home movers stands in contrast to the 
growth in first-time buyer and re-mortgage 
activity, but in aggregate the market is showing 
broadly the levels of activity we expected. 

“As we head into the summer, we expect a 
continuation of these trends, with both first-time 
buyer and re-mortgage lending expected to 
maintain momentum in the light of the very 
attractive deals currently available.” 

A fresh mortgage price war has broken out in 
recent weeks, with some lenders offering some of 
their lowest ever rates. 

Jeremy Leaf, a north London estate agent 
and a former residential chairman of the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors (Rics), said the 
figures show that “realistic buyers and sellers are 
getting on with their business”. 

He said: “Putting these and other figures into 
perspective, we are finding on the ground that 
those prepared to be realistic are buying whereas 
those who have not yet come to terms with 
changing market conditions are staying put.” 


Manifesto pledge to make 
home-buying process easier 



The home-buying process in the UK 
could become easier and cheaper and 
new home building could be speeded 
up with more housing for specialist 
groups under plans revealed in the 
Conservative Party manifesto. 

The party’s manifesto, which has just 
been launched, will crack down on what it 
believes are rip-off conveyancing fees and 
other legal fees associated with buying a 
property. The current pledge to get rid of 
letting agent fees is also likely to be carried 
forward after June 8 if the party wins. 

At the launch of the manifesto in Halifax, 
Prime Minister Theresa May also said there 
will be measures to help out renters by 
ending unfair leaseholds and increasing 
the security of good tenants. 

“A Conservative Government will reform 
and modernise the home-buying process 
so it is more efficient and less costly. 

We will crack down on unfair practices 
in leasehold, such as escalating ground 
rents. We will also improve protections for 
those who rent, including by looking at 
how we increase security for good tenants 
and encouraging landlords to offer longer 
tenancies as standard,” the document 
says. 

The manifesto says that the current 
commitment to deliver a million homes by 
the end of 2020 stands and another half a 
million will be built by the end of 2022. 

“We will deliver the reforms proposed in 
our Housing White Paper to free up more 
land for new homes in the right places, 
speed up build-out by encouraging 
modern methods of construction and 
give councils powers to intervene where 
developers do not act on their planning 
permissions and we will diversify who 
builds homes in this country,” it added. 

There is also a pledge on building better 
quality homes. 

“For too long, careless developers, 
high land costs and poor planning 
have conspired to produce housing 
developments that do not enhance the 
lives of those living there. We have not 
provided the infrastructure, parks, quality 
of space and design that turns housing 
into community and makes communities 
prosperous and sustainable,” it points out. 

“The result is felt by many ordinary, 
working families. Too often, those 
renting or buying a home on a modest 
income have to tolerate substandard 


developments, some only a few years old, 
and are denied a decent place in which to 
live. 

“We will build better houses, to match 
the quality of those we have inherited 
from previous generations. That means 
supporting high-quality, high-density 
housing like mansion blocks, mews houses 
and terraced streets,” it continues. 

But the industry is concerned that the 
pledge is not sufficient. “The housing 
market is in crisis. We are simply not 
building enough homes to meet the 
demand from both the private rented and 
sales sectors,” said Mark Hayward, chief 
executive of the National Association of 
Estate Agents (NAEA) and David Cox, chief 
executive of the Association of Residential 
Letting Agents (ARLA), in a joint statement. 

“We are concerned that housing has 
become a political football for future 
governments to score points against 
each other and this is getting in the way of 
actually ensuring we have the right sort of 
houses available, in the right areas, across 
all tenures, to provide the homes that 


people need,” it continued. “Only 32,000 
affordable homes were built in 2016, which 
hasn’t made a dent. 

“Although the parties are pledging to 
build hundreds of thousands of new 
homes, we need to seriously consider if 
such pledges are even remotely practically 
possible. As we have said many times, we 
need to take the politics out of housing and 
consider other ways to ease the pressure 
on house building that will allow us to 
provide a more accessible and affordable 
housing market for all,” it added. 

The Tory manifesto also promises to 
maintain the existing protections on 
designated land like the green belt, 

National Parks and Areas of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty and 160,000 houses will be 
built on Government-owned land. There 
will also be more specialist housing such 
as multi-generational homes and housing 
for older people with housing associations 
offered help to increase their specialist 
housing stock. 

Another major pledge is to have more 
elderly home owners contribute to their 
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social care. Currently only people in 
residential care have the value of their 
property taken into account, along with 
savings and other assets, but this would 
change under the plans in the manifesto. 

It would mean hundreds of thousands 
of owners who are supported by social 
services at home will have to use their 
property’s value to contribute to the costs 
of care. But it is understood that no one 
would have to sell their house while still 
alive or their spouse lives there to pay for 
care. 

The manifesto stated that many older 
people have built considerable property 
assets due to rising property prices, but 
that a ceiling will be introduced to ensure 
that, no matter how large the cost of care 
turns out to be, people will always retain at 
least £100,000 of their savings and assets, 
including value in the family home. 

“We will extend the current freedom to 
defer payments for residential care to those 
receiving care at home, so no one will have 
to sell their home in their lifetime to pay for 
care,” it continues. 


Buyers faced bidding war to secure perfect house 



Nearly one in four home-buyers have 
entered into a bidding war to secure 
their chosen property, but those 
finding themselves in this situation 
are likely to end up losing out, a 
survey suggests. 

Some 23 per cent of people who 
have bought, or are in the process of 
buying, a house have found themselves 
embroiled in a bidding war, with other 
buyers upping their offers as they 
compete over a property. 

But while nine per cent of Britons 
surveyed had entered a bidding war 
and won, a higher proportion of 14 per 
cent entering a bidding war ended up 
seeing their desired home slip through 
their fingers as they found themselves 
out-bid. 

The research, from TV property expert 
Sarah Beeny, also found that nearly a 
fifth (19 per cent) of people have had to 
pay over the asking price to secure a 


property, and a further 16 per cent have 
been the victim of gazumping - where a 
buyer believes they have agreed a deal, 
only for someone else to come along 


and snap up the property. 

Some 86 per cent of the 2,000 people 
surveyed think the UK housing market 
is competitive and more than half (58 


per cent) believe property prices are 
too high. 

Around a third (35 per cent) also think 
there are too few houses for sale and 
too many people wanting to buy, with 
a further 35 per cent believing it is too 
hard to get a mortgage. 

The first-time buyer section of the 
market is also a concern for many, with 
more than a third (34 per cent) believing 
it is currently too hard for first-time 
buyers to enter the market. 

Beeny said: “Some competition is 
healthy and ensures prices remain 
buoyant, which is good news for 
existing owners. 

“But for first-time buyers, it’s 
becoming increasingly difficult to enter 
the market and this could cause real 
problems in the future as people who’ve 
already bought their first home will find it 
difficult to sell and move up the ladder.” 
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Four-bedroom 
family home 
is packed with 
the wow factor 


BILSTON 

£249,950 «< 


A home packed with the 
“wow factor”, this wonderful 
detached family house in 
Bay Avenue, Bilston, is 
for sale through Skitts at 
£249,950. 

In show home condition, 
it was built by Bloor Homes 
in the design known as The 
Dovercourt’. 

It lies in a lovely position in a 
cul-de-sac. 

It is ideally situated for 
transport links, shops and 
local schools. 

There is also a Metro stop 
nearby. With parking, a double 
garage and gardens it has an 
entrance hall with wood-effect 
flooring, a lounge with French 
doors to the garden and an 
electric fire, a dining room/ 
family room, a dining kitchen, 
downstairs WC, master 
bedroom en-suite, three 
further bedrooms and a family 
bathroom. 

Contact Skitts on 01902 
353578. 



Three-bedroom house 
in a convenient location 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
£575 PCM 


This super three-bedroomed end terraced house 
in Newhampton Road West, Wolverhampton, is 
well positioned for the city, being just off the A41 
Tettenhall Road in Newbridge. 

It is available to rent through Rogers & Partners at 
£575 pern. 

It has two reception rooms, a lovely modern fitted 
kitchen and a shower room and benefits from double 
glazing and gas central heating. 

It is in an ideal location for access into the city, the 
A41, local shops, restaurants and public transport. 

It will be available mid June - mostly furnished if 
required. 

For further information contact Rogers & Partners 
on 01902 566666 or visit www.rogers-partners. 
com 


Wakem 
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HELP TO BUY AVAILABLE 

=J 


PLOT ONE THE ORCHARD’, 
KETTLES BANK ROAD 
GORNAL WOOD 

PRICES FROM £242,000 
•New build detached house 
•Part of a small development 
•Spacious three bedroom 
accommodation 

•Landscaped gardens with parking 
•Integrated roof solar panels 
generating free electricity 
•Built by Ling Homes Ltd with 10 
year structural warranty 
>EPC RATINGSTBC 





16 HASLINGDEN CRESCENT, LOWER GORNAL 

•Modern three bedroom home with well presented accommodation 
•Situated in a pleasant & popular residential area 
•Low maintenance gardens, two separate parking spaces 
•Living room, dining kitchen, en-suite shower room to bedroom one 
•EPC RATING C 



‘KURNA’ HIMLEY AVENUE, DUDLEY 

•Individual detached house on a corner plot 
•Well maintained, spacious three bedroom accommodation 
•Two reception rooms, conservatory & downstairs w.c. 
•Large and attractive rear garden with south facing views 
•EPC RATING D 


£235,000 


£184,950 



£177,950 


8 BIRD STREET 
LOWER GORNAL 

O/A £95,000 
•Two bedroom mid terraced house 

•Ideal for first time buyers or 
property investors 

•In need of further upgrading works 

•Low maintenance level reargarden 

•Close to Gornal village centre 

•EPC RATING D 


81 NEW STREET, GORNAL WOOD 

•Individually designed and built traditional style detached house 
•Well proportioned, extended and enlarged three bedroom accommodation 
•Potential for further enhancement & upgrading to a discerning buyers own style 
•Occupying a wide road frontage with ample off road parking 
•EPC RATING E 

46 WELLSPRING GARDENS 
DUDLEY 

£87,500 

•Modern second floor apartment 

•Well maintained two bedroom 
accommodation 

•Situated on a new development 
close to Dudley 

•Secure with low maintenance & 
telephone entry system 

•EPC RATING B 



‘FAIRHAVEN’ SUMMIT PLACE, GORNAL WOOD 
•Well presented detached bungalow with two bedrooms 
•Upvc sealed unit double glazing & gas central heating 
•Kitchen with oak flooring & dining area with fitted bench seating 
•Attached garage, tarmac driveway & gravelled front garden for parking 
•EPC RATING D 

115 DUDLEY ROAD 
SEDGLEY 


£114,950 

•Well maintained two bedroom 
terraced house 

•Gas centrally heated & double 
glazed accommodation 

•Ideal opportunity for a first time 
purchaser 

•Convenient location close to the 
centre of Sedgley 

•EPC RATING D 

83-84 CINDER BANK 
DUDLEY 

£9,500 per annum 

•Detached office building 

•Flexible office accommodation 

•Well maintained and carpeted 

•Car parking for several vehicles 

•Prominently situated 

•EPC RATING D 


7 REDWOOD AVENUE £129,995 




34 FAIRFIELD ROAD 


DUDLEY 
•Semi detached house 
•Two bedrooms 
•Extended accommodation 
•Improvement works required 
•EPC RATING F 




LANDLORDS 

Due to high demand and 
successful lettings 
we now require more 
properties to let. 
Competitive package 
with no upfront costs 
Quality respectable tenants. 
Friendly Managing Agent 
Reputable service 


202 Wolverhampton Street, Dudley 

01384 459999 


wakeman-online.com 
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Detached property is 
located in popular area 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

£ 210,000 


A three-bedroomed detached house in a popular 
residential area in Ainsworth Road, Wolverhampton, 
is for sale through DB Roberts & Partners at 
£ 210 , 000 . 

Having off-road parking and a garage, to the ground 
floor there is a large lounge, a dining kitchen and a 
conservatory overlooking the garden. 

To the first floor there are three good-sized bedrooms 
and a family bathroom. 

It also has double glazing, central heating, an 
enclosed rear garden with a patio area. 

The selling agents are expecting a lot of interest to be 
shown in the sale of this home, and viewing is highly 
recommended. 

Contact DB Roberts & Partners on 01902 427257. 



Four-bedroom 
property with 
character has 
been extended 


PENN 

£265,000 «< 


A considerably extended 
and very spacious four- 
bedroomed semi-detached 
house in Wynn Road, Penn, 
Wolverhampton, is for sale 
through Jackson Lile & 

Close at £265,000. 

A traditional character- 
packed home in an attractive 
setting in a much-favoured 
area, it has an enclosed porch, 
a reception hall, bedroom four/ 
study, en-suite shower room, 
dining room, extended lounge, 
L-shaped breakfast kitchen, 
fully boarded loft/play room, 
three further bedrooms, a 
deluxe bathroom, gas central 
heating, double glazing, 
a block paved driveway 
and a generous-sized rear 
garden with a large timber 
summerhouse/workshop. 

In more detail the study/ 
bedroom four has an en-suite 
shower room that is ideal for a 
dependent relative. 

Call Jackson Lile & Close on 
01902 712812 or visit www. 
jacksonlileandclose.co.uk 


K. Stuart Swash 


AUCTION - 20TH JUNE 2017 
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9 HOPSTONE GARDENS, PENN. 

Quiet cul de sac location. Extended and spacious accommodation, CH., DG., 
Hall, Cloakroom, 24ft. Lounge, Dining Room, Kitchen, Pantry, fitted Cloaks, 
Utility, Four Bedrooms, Bathroom, Garage, lovely Rear Garden - 
open outlook beyond. EPC: D.57 

Guide: £230,000 - £235,000 

VIEWING: 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 

26th & 27th MAY 10.30 a.m. 



63 PARK ROAD EAST, 
WOLVERHAMPTON 

Ripe for refurbishment. Excellent corner 
position. Outlook to West Park 

Two Reception, Three Beds, Garage Space. 
EPC: TBA 

Guide: £69,000 - £74,000 

VIEWING: 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 

26th & 27th MAY@ 9.30 a.m. 



PADDOCK OF 
FREEHOLD LAND 

COVEN ROAD, BREWOOD 

Well located enclosed Paddock est. 0.5 
acre approx, with Planning Permission for 
erection of Stable Block. Mains Services 
available. 

Guide: £49,000 - £54,000 

VIEWING: FRIDAY 26th MAY & 
WEDNESDAY 31st MAY @ 2.00 p.m. 



13 PEACOCK AVENUE, 
WEDNESFIELD 

Well located for schooling and amenities. 
Spacious Semi, Double Glazing 

Porch, Two Reception, Three Bedrooms, 
Bathroom, attractive Gardens. EPC: E.52 

Guide: £85,000 - £95,000 

VIEWING: 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 

26th & 27th MAY @ 11.30 a.m. 



36C RICHES STREET, 
WOLVERHAMPTON 

Spacious, Two Reception, Three Bed Semi 
with Two Bedroomed Garden Annexe and 
large Outbuilding, double gated entrance 
driveway. EPC; TBA 


Guide: £115,000-£120,000 

VIEWING: 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
26th & 27th MAY @ 10.30 a.m. 



9&9A CROSS STREET, 
BRIDGTOWN, CANNOCK 

Excellent conversion into Two 2-Bed Flats 

Smart Kitchens & Bathrooms, Gas CH, Yard 
area and Parking., EPC: C.70 + D.68 

Guide: £128.000 - £135,000 

VIEWING: 

FRIDAY 26th MAY & WEDNESDAY 
31st MAY @ 11.00 a.m. 



21 CANTERBURY ROAD, PENN 

Within an established residential area. Entrance drive, Porch, 
Hall, Two Reception, Kitchen, Pantry, g/f WC, Three Bedrooms, 
Shower Room, WC, Garage, Rear Terrace, Garden approx. 120ft 
in depth. EPC: D.56 

Guide: £165,000 - £175,000 

VIEWING: 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 

26th & 27th MAY @ 11.30 a.m. 


PLEASE NOTE: 

Viewing of all Lots at 
own risk. Viewings are 
at the times specified so, 
should you arrive late, you 
may find your viewing 
time is limited or that we 
have moved on in order to 
maintain the time schedule. 


2 Waterloo Road, Wolverhampton WV1 4BL 01902 710626 / 424044 E-mail: swashauctions@btconnect.com www.kstuartswash.co.uk 
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Subtle styling is added 
to Mercedes core values 
of pace and elegance 



The Mercedes-Benz E-Class is one of the safest and most advanced cars in its category 


By John Griffiths _ 

It has space and comfort in abundance combined with 
a a raft of the latest technology - plus a powerful but 
efficient engine. 

Add to that sublime ride comfort and you can see why the 
latest Mercedes-Benz E-Class has driven off with so many 
awards, including the UK’s Car of the Year, Company Car 
of the Year and Best Executive Car awards. It won praise 
from the Car of the Year jury as one of the safest and most 
advanced cars in its category. 

The test car was the E350 estate, powered by a six 
cylinder, 3.0 litre turbo diesel engine, in sporty AMG Line 
trim with a list price of just over £48,000. It combines that 
essential Mercedes ambience of calm and luxury, but with 
the AMG styling adding subtle contemporary features such 
as carbon fibre and brushed aluminium to complement the 
aircraft-like instrument panel. It includes one of the largest, 
clearest info/control colour screens in the business. 

It’s particularly attractive at night, when the subtle blue 
mood lighting illuminates the driver and passenger positions 
without impacting on your night vision. This with the car’s 
leather seats and cossetting ride, creates an impressive 
blend of with advanced safety technology and driver aids. 

The attention to detail is equally impressive, like the large 
split screen reversing camera which gives wide, clear views 
even at night. Or the blind spot monitoring - a red triangle 



Inside the car is an ambience of calm and luxury 


appears in the wing mirror as another vehicle enters the 
blind spot, but only if you operate the indicator at that 
moment, signalling to pull out, do you get an audible alarm 
as well. 

The parking brake automatically releases as soon as you 
press the starter button, while one finger on the column 
lever is enough to selection forward or reverse (or ‘park’ 
when you stop). There are up/down ‘paddles, too, but the 
transmission is so smooth and responsive I only felt the 
need to use them to downchange for extra engine braking 
on steep inclines. 

These are two of the ‘little’ things which add up to a 
lot. There are more complex driver aids too, such as 
speed limiter, adaptive cruise control and a system which 
recognises road signs and automatically limits your speed 
to the posted limit. Such things are important - if you 
want to avoid points and a big fine - in a car which almost 
conceals its powerful nature, so smooth is its progress. 

Suspension settings are adjustable from comfort to 
dynamic, but for such a big car it feels stable through the 
twisty bits at any sensible speed and it simply glides along 
motorways. 

And it is a big car: It seats five in comfort with up to 1,820 
litres of cargo space thanks to split/fold rear seats. Head 
and elbow room in the rear are best in class, despite the 
lower roofline which gives the estate a sleeker, sportier 
appearance and has, no doubt, improved the car’s 
aerodynamic efficiency, bringing benefits in noise levels and 
fuel efficiency. 

The official fuel average is 48.7mpg, which I came almost 
surprisngly close to matching in real world driving. The C02 
rating is a competitive 151g/km. 

The most popular E-Class Estates, though, are likely to 
be the E200 and E220d. The first costs under £40,000 in 
the same AMG Line trim and is a model of efficiency for the 
company car driver - 67.3mpg and 109g/km of C02, The 
E220 costs £41,000 and boasts the same economy figures. 

Coming soon will be the performance option, with the full 
AMG treatment - a 3.0 litre V6 bi-turbo turning out 401 bhp. 

All E-Class cars and estates are comprehensively 
equipped, and offer the space and technology which makes 
them a serious rival for upmarket SUVs. 

The new versions bring subtle, contemporary styling to 
add to the core Mercedes values of pace and elegance. 


THE DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

“REAL” SALE 

REAL CARS THAT DO EXIST AT REALLY RIDICULOUS PRICES 

£500 Finance Deposit Allowance on selected vehicles - £500 minimum trade-in allowance on all vehicles 
Finance available on every vehicle in stock (subject to status, T&Cs apply) 



64 Cascada 2.0 CDTi, SE Convertible. 

| Massive Reduction!!. . Only £11,995 | 



New “17” Reg Corsa 1.4 Sting. Red-White, 

Delivery Miles, Going Fast. £8,995 




64 Corsa 1.3 CDTi Ecoflex Excite. 5-dr, 

22,500 miles WAS£8,995. . NOW £6,995 



65 Corsa VXR 1.6T. Only 7,000 miles, 

Save over £7,000 on New Price, Only. £11,995 


15/65 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA CDTi, Diesel 

Hatchback SRi 5-dr, VX Line Navigation, 
White, 10,000 miles. £13,995 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA SRi Tourer Estate 

Nav VX Line, White, 16,000 miles. £13,995 

MERCEDES A-CLASS 200 CDi 

Red, 43,000 miles. £13,995 

VAUXHALL ASTRA SRi NAV 1.6 CDTi 

5-dr, White, Sat Nav, One Owner. £13,495 

VAUXHALL CORSA VXR 1.6 Turbo 

3-dr, White, 15,000 miles. £13,495 

FORD FOCUS TITANIUM 1.0 5-dr, 

EcoBoost, Grey, 7,000 miles . SOLD 

VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.6 PETROL SE 2WD 

Black, 14,200 miles. £11,995 

RENAULT CAPTUR DYNAMIQUE 

Diesel, Black, White Roof, 14,000 miles. £10,995 

VAUXHALL CORSA VXR 1.6T 

Arden Blue, 24,000 miles. £9,995 


15/65 

13/63 

16/16 

15/65 

15/15 

15/65 

15/15 

14/14 

12/62 

16/66 

15/65 

12/12 

10/10 

15/65 

15/15 

09/59 

14/14 

10/10 

12/12 

09/59 

07/57 



65 Insignia SRi 1.6 CDTi. 23,000 miles, 

| Save over £12,000 on Original List Price,. Only £10,495 | 



65 Mokka 1.6i SE. 

5-dr, 14,200 miles. 

. £12,495 




CITROEN GRAND PICASSO MPV Diesel, 
Auto, 7 Seats, Black, 19,000 miles. £9,995 

FORD KA (New Model) 5-dr, White, 

DAB, Air Con, 1,400 miles. £8,995 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 EXCITE 3-dr, 

Black, 9,000 miles. £7,995 

FORD FIESTA 1.4 TITANIUM 5-dr, 

Auto, 26,000 miles, White. £7,495 

SEAT EXEO ESTATE SPORT CR TDi 

Red, 61,000 miles . £7,450 

VAUXHALL VIVA SE AC, 5-dr, Blue, 

11,000 miles. £6,995 

VAUXHALL ADAM ‘JAM’ 1.2 Red n Roll, only 
10,000 miles, half its price new!! Only ..£6,995 

CITROEN C3 PICASSO VTR PLUS 1.6 HDi 

Green, 27,000 miles . £5,750 

SUZUKI ALTO SZ3 1.0 5-dr, Red, 14,000 
miles. 

VAUXHALL AGILA 1.2 CLUB 5-dr, 

Red, 48,000 miles. 

VAUXHALL AGILA 1.0 S 5-dr, 

43,000 miles. 

HYUNDAI 110 COMFORT 5-dr, Silver, 

15,000 miles. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.8 WT DESIGN 



16 Astra 1.0T 12V Ecoflex Tech Line. 

10,176 miles. .. £11,995 | 



14 Mokka CDTi 1.7 SE. Leather, DAB etc., 

Choice of Mokka’s available, from only... £10,495 



DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 

01384 454100 www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


Dudley Chronicle Thursday, May 25, 2017 
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ROAD TEST 


One of most complete cars on sale 



By John Griffiths 


There are at least two ways the Swedish 
owner of a new Volvo V90 Cross Country 
could feed himself; either take the car and 
go hunting in the forest for food - or order 
some groceries to be delivered to the car. 

The shoot-your-dinner scenario, says Volvo, 
is precisely the role this newcomer was 
designed to fulfill in its native country, helping 
to penetrate deep into the forest by the car’s 
raised ride height over its non-Cross Country 
siblings. 

Also on board to up the car’s off-roading 
cred is a setting that makes the four-wheel 
drive system adapt to the conditions under the 
tyres and a hill descent setting that keeps you 
slow and safe on steep slopes by applying the 
brakes for you. 

About a quarter of buyers of Volvo’s biggest 
V90 estate line are expected to take the 
Cross Country version, helped to stand out 
by its charcoal coloured plastic wheel arch 
extensions and side sill and door mouldings. 

Also on the visual upgrade list are new 
gloss black radiator grille and (decorative 
only) silver skid plates front and rear and bits 
of that charcoal look on the bumpers. Oh, 
and there’s ‘Cross Country’ embossed in 
the rear bumper to let you know why the car 
ahead is tackling the muddiest of lanes more 
comfortably than you. 

On a more practical front, the 18ins alloy 
wheels are shod with softer compound tyres 
to ease the ride over the sort of boulder- 
strewn going this V90 might have to tackle. 
And the door mirrors are bigger, although 
more for the added butch-ness than a better 
rear view, apparently. 

That extra 65mm of ground clearance was 
barely challenged on a soft-road trek through 
a Staffordshire wood on the V90 Cross 


Country’s press drive but the hill descent 
control certainly was, and worked precisely as 
it should, to leave driver and occupants free to 
enjoy the scenery at a safe snail’s pace. 

Once you’ve shot your elk, or whatever, you 
might want some vegetables to go with the 
meaty stew. Swedish V90 owners are in luck 
if they specify the company’s On Call system, 
that does all sort of clever things - including 
letting you order groceries for delivery to the 
car. Yes, really; those swedes and carrots are 
but a few phone clicks away. 

Here in the UK you might find On Call handy 
for flashing the car’s headlights in the vast 
underground car park (‘ah, there it is!’) or 
starting the engine on a frosty morning so the 
windscreen defrosts itself while you finish your 
bacon and eggs. 

Sporty 

Business users will enjoy the way this same 
system can remember 100 drives so you 
can more easily pop their details on your 
expenses at the end of the month. 

Launched here at the same time as sporty 
looking R-Design versions of Volvo’s big S90 
saloon and V90 estate, the Cross Country 
comes only with the latter body style, 
meaning there is genuine leg stretching room 
in the back seat and a vast load area too, with 
560 litres of space with rear seats in place or 
1562 litres with them folded. 

There are two engine choices for the Cross 
Country, both based on the same 2.0 litre 
diesel engine and producing 190 horsepower 
in the D4 version and a lusty 235hp as a D5. 
The more powerful version (£43,585) has 
PowerPulse, Volvo’s clever way of eliminating 
the lag suffered by most turbocharged 
engines. 

With PowerPulse a small electric motor 


keeps a high pressure air tank primed, to 
release puffs of compressed air to kick the 
turbo into life in a fraction of a second when 
brisk acceleration is summoned. 

It works well enough to mourn its absence 
in the cheaper (£39,785) D4 Cross Country, 
which feels notably less spritely away from 
the line. The cars are near identical in C02 
emissions (D4 138g/km, D5 139k/km) and 
close on fuel consumption too (54.3mpg 
versus 53.3mpg) but there’s a bigger distance 
between them on performance. 

The D4 Cross Country hits 62mph in 8.8 
seconds but it’s beefier sibling cuts that sprint 


to 7.5 seconds, and you can quickly tell the 
difference. Both come with an automatic 
gearbox and both feel as though they would 
swallow a continent between breakfast and 
dinner. 

Both also share a standard specification 
that leaves little for the options’ list. Fitted to 
every Cross Country are a splendid sat nav 
system displayed on a huge screen presented 
in portrait format (i.e. upright) which makes 
more of the display than usual, two zone 
climate control, LED headlights with auto 
dipping, leather seats (heated in the front) and 
a powered tailgate. 


Volvo is proud that the three safest cars ever 
tested by the European authority that rates 
these things are all Volvos and the Cross 
Country comes laden with gear to make life 
safer. Included are fully automatic emergency 
braking in town and the ability to recognise 
a large animal in the road (those elks again) 
and pilot assist that steers for you on roads 
with clear side markings. You need to keep 
your hands lightly on the wheel but it does the 
rest - even if the first few miles feel odd in the 
extreme. 

Me? I would happily steer myself in one of 
the most complete cars you can buy. 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


J.R. JONES 


I Lower Gornal 01902 880040 


DAINTY & 
DOWNING 


Dudley 01384 252772 

Independent family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
www.nedowning.co.uk 

monumental 

masons 

S. A. LOCKETT & SON LIMITED 

337 Tettenhall Rd, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton WV6 0JZ. 01902 751825. 
info@salockettandson.co.uk 
www.salockettandson.co.uk 


1 



Family 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 


Capitol Mobility 

Showroom in Bath St., Bilston 


MOTABILITY DEALER 

OVER 25YRS SALES / SERVICING 
IN WEST MIDLANDS. 

NEW/USED SCOOTERS, STAIRLIFTS, 
ADAPTIONS WHEELCHAIRS/MOBILITY AIDS. 


RISER RECLINE chair good condi¬ 
tion and working order. £200 ono. 
07910 074802. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



L Leisure 
Time 




bike with basket, 
leather seat / handle crips. 

£150. 

07918101074. 



*BEST SUNDAY* 
BOOTSALE 

Only £5 per Car/Van. 

7AM START. Cocksparrow Lane, 
Cannock WS12 4PB 

★ 07890 267 04 % 


CARBOOT 
& MARKET 

Every Saturday 7am - 2pm 


BOOTERS £4 


Church Eaton, off the A5, Gailey 
Island or A41.ST200AB 
To prebook call: 

07979 472 572 


COL’S CAR 
BOOT & MARKET 
OPEN EVERY 
WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 

at Himley Bypass, B4176 
Ring Colin: 07973 904585 
www.colscarboot.co.uk 
Bjj ©colscarboot 

OPEN ALL YEAR 


ASHWOOD CAR BOOT Sundays 
from 6am. By Roberts Farm Shop 
on A449, DY6 OAA. 07710 644908. 
www.ashwoodcarboot.co.uk 


*BIGGEST SATURDAY* 

BOOTSALE 

Catering positions available 

A454 Budge Heath between 
Wolverhampton and Bridgenorth 
By Royal Oak pub island WV6 7EE 

★ 07890 267 041 ★ 



WEDNESDAY BOOT SALE 

Now at Ivy House Farm, A461, 
Springhill, Muckely Comer 
Lichfield WS14 OBX 

* SATURDAY BOOT SALE* 

Boat Lane, Muckley Comer, 
Lichfield WS14 OBU 
07890 267041 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433 


ACE JUBILEE Diplomat, 2003, very 
clean condition, used twice £3,250 
ono,. Call 07527 031128. 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


BUCCANEER TWO BERTH 
CARAVAN 

Two berth, 1996, 18ft, rear 
bathroom, all facilities, nice and 
clean, 

£1 395 

07733 063247. 01543 505955. 
Cannock 



JlSlDAY AND 
EVERY SUNDAY 
Now at Dark Lane, 
^Featherstone WVIO 7HT 
Just off main A4-60. 
6 am-2 pm 1 minute from J11 M6 
_ 1 mi nute J 1 M54 

oarnr/i^z^i-Fn-ri =i ifT rccnz] 
CBCXB EDCDCDlTQCXLB 

THIS SUNDAY AND EVERY SUNDAY AT SHARESHILL 


just off main A460 behind M6 diesel garage. 

WV10 7LZ. 11am-4pm. 
1 min Junction 7 7 M6 1 min Junction 1 M54 

Sales start after 10am. 
-MMM enquiries: 07831 10211G 
Ol 785 282234, 07880 800581 
www.gocarbootsales.com 


BARGAIN 


CARAVAN 

CH, DG. 

One double, one twin bedroom. 
Sleeps 6, fitted kitchen and 
bathroom, large lounge and 
verandas,. 

Sited prime position, 
Haven Black Rock Sands. 

£14,000 ono. 

01686 670582. 07825 338530. 


CHELMARSH SHROPSHIRE 2 

bedroom static caravans for sale 
from £7,000 to new on quiet farm 
site, also touring pitches available. 
Adults only. 01746 861192. 

CROWN REGENT 1999 5 berth, 
fridge, oven, hot water, casette 
toilet, shower, fire, blinds. Inc full 
awning. Excellent condition £2,595 
ono 07752888960 


ELDDIS MOTORHOME 

Four berth, Peugeot boxer, 2.0 
HDi, 2006, 22,696 miles, new 
tow bar fitted, twin cycle rack, all 
mod cons. 

Ill health forces sale. 
£18,565 ovno. 

07731 852980. 


LUNAR CLUBMAN SE 

2010, Fixed bed, end 
washroom, motor mover, 
immaculate throughout. 

£11,995. 

07988 486772/01922 
495123. 


STATIC ATLAS 
EVERGLADE 

38ft 12ft, 6 berth. 
Large decking. 

All contents included. 
Site fees paid till 2017. 
Beach location, Borth, 
Mid Wales. 
£11,000 ono. 
07986 690052. 


STATIC CARAVAN 

35 X 12, with large decking, 2 
bed, 8 berth, on quiet site inMid 
Wales, 2 fishing pools, 20 
minutes to coast, ground rent 
included for 2017, no age limit, 
dogs welcome. £7,950. 
07555 303350. 


STERLING ELITE EMERALD 

4 berth touring caravan, 2011, 
excellent condition, Aide wet 
heating system, end wash 
room, motor movers, awning, 
loads of extras. 
£12,000 ono. 

07896 359696. 



WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 


LET US SELL YOUR CARAVAN/ 

Motorhome for you and get the best 
possible price. Severn Valley 
Leisure, DY8 4HP. 01384 390183 


WANTED CARAVANS 

Any age or condition. 

Cash waiting. 
Immediate collection. 

Call Bill 07825 325913. 



JUMBLE SALE 
(Tuesday, May 30th) 

Kingswinfora, Royal British 
Legion. DY6 9JG. 

Starts 7.30pm. 
Admission 20p. 



GIBSON SG GUITAR 
STANDARD P-90 HP 

brand new and unused, 
still boxed with Gibson bag, 
cost £1,000 

bargain £750. 

07764 944771. 


RECORDS/CDS/MEMORABILIA 

wanted & sold 50s -90s+ record 
shop wolves wvl 3hl 07760168972 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

REEBOK GT40S TREADMILL. 

Reebok treadmill, excellent condi¬ 
tion. £199 ono. 01902 843447. 



-"N 

caravan sales 

\ ___ 


A CHOICE OF CARAVANS FOR 

sale from £1995 to £6995, acces¬ 
sory shop, service, repairs,storage. 
Severn Valley Leisure Stourbridge, 
DY8 4HP 01384 390183 

www.severnvalleyleisure.com 

self catering ' 

s . holidays 

Saundersfoot Bungalow 

3 Bed, All En suite, Sleeps 8, Cen¬ 
tral heating, TV Video, Washing 
machine, Dishwasher, Microwave 

Ring Brochure 

0121 353 1575 


travel abroad 

V___ 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 



CHINESE MASSAGE traditional, 
‘Hot Stones’. 01902 903659, 
07741 696099. Compton WV6 8AF 



BOUNCY CASTLE HIRE Jumpin- 
Jens.co.uk Professional inflatable 
hire, fully insured. 079700 24953 


3 

Home & 
Services 



COLLECTION OF china / Wedg¬ 
wood, Royal Albert, Wade, 
Beswick, plus much more. Please 
call for more details 07548 684497. 



KINGSIZE BED FRAME, all wood 
slatted kingsize bed frame. £50 
ono. 01902 843447. 

MEMORY FOAM mattress, double, 
still wrapped, easycare, sell £130 
ono.07521 857432. 

PINE BEDROOM furniture, set of 6 
items, including full length dressing 
mirror, excellent condition, must be 
seen. £150 ono. 01384 240155. 



BOSCH BHE645 COOKER HOOD, 

as new, still boxed, cost £160, will 
accept £115 ono. 

Telephone 01922 402915. 



GREENHOUSES 
FROM £263.35 

Pavilion Garden Centre WV6 7EZ 

Tel: 01902 701001 


A LANDSCAPING & GARDEN SERVICE 

Regular Garden Maintenance. 
Fencing supplied & fitted. 
Jungles cleared & restored. 
Garden tidy-ups. New lawns laid. 
Paving, Hedge Cutting. Free estimates. 

01902 683607 or 07939 634708 


LAWN TRACTOR 

22hp, 42 inch cut with collector, 
totally new and unused. 
Cost £4,000. 

Will accept £1,895. 

Can deliver. 

Telephone 07710169150. 


WEBB 10” push mower with roller 
and grass box, £20. 

07910 074802. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


PAPER and CARD 

For all Ink Jet, Laser and 
Offset Machines 

MERCIA PAPER LTD 
Lower Walsall St. W’ton, 
WV1 2ES • 07934 044488 
www.merciapaper.co.uk 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 



ALL OLD COINS and notes wanted 
by collector. 

01384 273396. 

AUTO MEMORABILIA 
WANTED 
SHELL, ESSO, 
CASTROL ETC 
ALSO 

GARAGE CLEARANCES 

Old Enamel Signs, 

Petrol Cans, 

Old Jugs, 

Classic Car Parts, 

Bikes and Motorbikes. 

Anything old. 

** TOP PRICES PAID** 
01384 836219/07891 713547 

READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 


WANTED 

J40 Pedal car, vintage moped, 
Sinclair C5, harp, Vintage 
vending/slot machines, Juke 
box, anything old, Old fire arms. 

01384 484309 or 
07930 949337. 


WANTED TWO CAFE Style round 
seat Bentwood Chairs. 

01384 254017. 

Yesterdays Furniture 

Best prices given for single 
items or houses cleared. 
Scrap Gold Jewellery. 


Call: 01384 482155 
or 07802 475693 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 



\ 

service 

v___ 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 



aerials 





B v/sa| 

m 


ChKM 


ALAN JONES 

THE ORIGINAL. AERIAL- 
SPECIALIST, THE BEST! 
Est 1955 - 59 years at the top! 
Recommended by thousands 
Genuine, honest, 100% reliable 
WE HAVE WATCHED THEM ALL COME AND GO 
Call: 01902 885985 
ANY PROBLEM SOLVED 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 

CLEAR VISION AERIALS Free- 
view, FreeSat, Sky, CCTV. Aerials 
from £79. Dishes from £79. OAP 
DISCOUNT. Tel: 01902 752036. 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 

Brickwork Maintenance 

Boundary Walls, Steps, Part Rebuilds, Brick 
Replacement, Repointing, Cleaning etc. CRB, 
C&G, Insured, Free Quotes. 

Lee 

0789 147 5718 or 0121 602 5313 
lee@blackcountrybrick.co.uk 


domestic 
^ cleaning 



Domestic Cleaning & Ironing Service. 
Friendly, Reliable & Trustworthy. 
Call Anita on: 07854163 804. 


domestic repairs^ 
v & services 

SAME DAY Low Cost Repairs. 
Washers, Dryers Electric Cookers. 
12 mths guarantee. 07850 355552. 


drain clearance 

V___ 


ALL DRAIN AND SEWER 

Blockages cleared fast. 

Call Fast Clean: 01902 736424. 


electrical 
s . services 


A BARGAIN PRICED house re-wire, 
fuseboards etc. Grahams Electri¬ 
cal. 01902 842739, 07783 471949. 

ALL HOME ELECTRICS NAPIT 

registered. Fully insured. For a free 
quote call 07583 320318. 

“N 

fencing 


tPORTWRV 

_ 


SPECIAL OFFER 

7 0 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 

0121 531 5250/07866137 656 

Mon - Fri 8am - 4.. - 

Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


ACE FENCING. A better quality 
panel. Supply/fit. Free quote: 31 
Bank St. WV10 9DU.01902 723910 


gardening 
i services 

GARDENS TIDIED from £5 p 
den. 25 years experience. C 
102 713106/07813 184086. 



READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 



LOCK & CARPENTRY Plumbing, 
Small job specialist. Free quotes 
01902 683100 or 07934 460864. 


house clearances 


BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 


plastering 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 
Services. Home/Garden Improve- 
ments.MarkorSara: 07741 7/0897 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 


plumbers 


24/7 Plumbing Services 

We cover all aspects of Plumbing, 
Bathrooms, Showers,Leaks, Radiators, OAP 
Discounts, NO CALL OUT CHARGE. 


No Call Out Charge 
01384 912003 


G M PLUMBING SERVICES Com¬ 
plete Bathrooms, Kitchens, Taps 
Showers, Blockages 07976 012468 


removals 

V___ 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS 

AND HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 


We move anything. 
Professional service, 
45 years’ experience, 
DFS approved and we 
take the stress away. 
Please call: 
07966 281957 


A CHEAPER REMOVAL 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL REMOVALS. 

FULLY INSURED. 7 days. 

01902 89 49 
07807 77 30 

Student/C 



A2B REMOVALS Cheap and reli¬ 
able removal service. Insured. 
07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


oven cleaning 


AAA OVEN CLEANING, Ovens, 
Hobs, Aga / Range / Micro / Extrac¬ 
tors. 01902 689418 / 07910 921736 


painters / j 
i decorators I 

CALL M&B DECORATORS 

City & Guilds 
No job too small 
Free Quote 
01902 494555 


LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painters & Decorators 

Attention to detail, competitive prices. 

For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 

www.Iove-2-wallpaper.co.uk 


C I PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07913 732756 or 01902 650716. 


pest control 


WASP NESTS DESTROYED £50. 
Bed bugs, all insect pests. 
Telephone John on 01902 7*12244. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


roofing 


SF ROOFING 
& GUTTERING 

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE! 


Flat, Main roofs, rubber or felt, repaired and replaced, 
all repointing. Guttering repaired and replaced. 

BEAT ALL QUOTES GUARANTEED 


Call Sean 01902 829158 8am to 8pm 


A ROOFING 


main, flat, felt, firestone 
rubber, fibreglass, all 
repointing, fascias, soffits, 
gutters. Free quotes. All 
quotes beaten. 8am-8pm. 
01902 722447. 


A BACKED BARGAIN slate, tile, 
flat, lead work, fascias and gutter- 
work, Free Quotes Call: 01902 
561434 or 07792 817062. 

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 

S T ROOFING All roofing work 
carried out. Call: 01902 884705 / 
07841 842824 


plumbing & j 
heating| 


Keiron Jones Plumbing a Heating 

Full heating systems £2200 
Boiler Changes £1100 
Longer warranty available upon request, 
fires and surrounds also available. 

For Free Quotes Call: 

01902 403823 07811 855231 


K NASH & SON CH, combi boiler & 
6 rads £2200.7 year warranty avail¬ 
able 01902 790327/ 07973 721206. 
www.knashandsonheating.co.uk 


CENTRA HEAT 

Boiler Servicing inc Free Landlords Certificate. 
Power Flushing, Boiler/ System Repairs 

£200 OFF/Trade in old boiler 

Installed in June t&c apply 

A 

A 

if 

01902 845211 
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ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


rubbish removal 


] 


SW GRAB & TIPPER HIRE 


Muck away. No need for skips. 

Our trucks hold at least 
2V2 skips, and we load. 

8 wheeler 32 ton gross 
Speedy, reliable service. Free Quotes 


01902 275680/07487 552307 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


skip hire 


ATM&M 

SKIPS 

Fast, friendly service 
All areas covered 
All sizes 

Same day service 

Freephone 
0800 619 0189 
07904 915016 


CASTLE SKIP HIRE 

Mini, midi and large skips 
GRAB HIRE AND MINI DIGGER AVAILABLE 

1 01384 237577 
01902 405745 ■ 
07719 671845 M 

BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 35 years, 01384 232359. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


tiling 


BOBS HOME INTERIORS 

Wall and floor Tiling 
Bathrooms Fitted 

FREE ESTIMATES 

bob2granger@gmail.com 

07480 141537 


upholstery 


BILSTON UPHOLSTERY A suite/ 
chair re-upholstered / repaired as 
new. Free Quotes: 01902 404698. 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 3pcs/ 
springs/caravans/pubs/club/antiqu 
es. 01902 689844 / 07817 842980. 


4 

Pets & 


l Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 

RUTLAND ELECTRIC Fence, ESB, 
275 very good condition, perfect 
working order. Call for details 
01691 648061. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 
Q RGT Wolverhampton 
@RGTWolves 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


KIND HOMES WANTED 
Jack 

Lab/cross, 2 years, old good 
with Children. 

Molly 

3 year old Terrier/Collie? Lovely 
girl but must be only dog. 

8 year old Lhasa Apso, 
suit pensioners. 

* 9 year old boy Pug Cross 
Cavalier, lovely little overweight 
cnap. 

Katie 

7 year old Blue Merle Collie and 

Megan 

9 year old CoTlie both lovely 
girls. 

Also other Collies 

01588 676106. 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


TODD AND CERI 

two beautiful 4 month old 
Collies in need of very special 
homes with experienced dog 
owners, you would need to be 
home much of the time to aid 
there socialisation. 

Todd and Ceri are two of five 
puppies born into the wild in a 
remote spot in mid Wales by a 
feral, but gentle, sweet dog. 
They love to play with other 
gentle dogs and toys, eat well, 
and are toilet trained. 

Are you that special person who 
can help find them their happy 
ending. 

Please contact 01588 676106 
visit website 

www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


Business & 
Farming 


n 


Bouncy Castle Hire! 

Like and share our FB page and hire one of 
our castles for just £45. We cover most of the 
West Midlands 

BALLY'S CASTLES 

07762532075 

www.facebook.com/ballyscastles 



accountants 


ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 

for Small Business. Competitive 
Rates. Call 01902 882600 


commercial 
V premises 


iial ^ 

*I 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 

UNITS TO LET Wolverhampton 

Would suit many uses. 
Call 07934 044488 


plant, machinery ^ 

& tools| 


R AND J SITE SERVICES LTD 


Grab Hire, Plant Hire Groundwork I 
and all types of aggregates. | 

Anywhere in the Midlands. | 


Call 01384 211420 / 07793 079103 
randjsiteservices@hotmail.com 



TWO BEDROOM 
GROUDFLOOR 
APARTMENT 

In Penn Village. 
Corner position. 

£112,000 ono. 
01902 331155. 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


We can help you all circumstances considered 
make a fresh start complete on date to suit 

With solutions to suit... FREE VALUATI0N AND 

you can clear your debts FRIENDLY ADVICE. 

and make a fresh start LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 

HESS 


01384 930 9 


79 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 

OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 



For great business results call 

01902 319 191 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 


“I am really pleased with 
the response 
I get from my Classified 
Advertising!” 


Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 


Classifiedsds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


TRUSTED. RELIABLE: 
WE BUY HOUSES. 

Contact Mary on 

07767 135 043 
01384 686 050 

v mary@sotaproperties.com y 


A FURNISHED studio flat for single 
mature person, £365pcm, inc all 
bills. W-ton 07957 595840. No Dss. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

A 1 BED FURNISHED FLAT 

Tettenhall area.CH. No DSS 
07976 263435 / 01902 700 028. 

ROOM IN LUXURY house, close to 
W-ton Town Centre, all facilities, 
parking, £70pw. 07966 388773. 

ROOMS NETHERTON Refurbished 
with Parking. £80 pwk Single, 
£90 Double inc. bills. No DSS. 
07970171139 or 07940116130. 

SMALL FLAT fully equipped, refur¬ 
bished, suit mature male. £95pw + 
some services. 01384 821363. 

THREE BEDROOM house, terrace, 
Pennfields, DG, CH, newly deco¬ 
rated, £600pcm. 07886 781724. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Jobs 


EXPERIENCED Bricklayer requires 
employment. All types of brickwork. 
Contact 07 "" J 


;t 07341 021774. 



BIRMINGHAM: 17-18 JULY & 30 N0V.-1 DEC. 4 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 16-17 SEPT. T 

TELFORD: 20-21 MAY & 23-24 OCTOBER l nZSfl 


Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 


For more info 

or to book: WWW. 


geopace. 


HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community - MOD 


Are You Looting For A Loca’.j 
Fknnblo Caroor? Why Not % 
Train As A Driving instructor 7 






BUTCHER - for high class butchers 
in Quarry Bank. Apply to Scriven 
Foods Ltd on 01384 569460. 


DUE TO EXPANSION 

a local upholstery company in 
the 

Dudley area 

have the following full-time 
positions: 

* CUSHION FILLERS 

* SEWERS 

* UPHOLSTERERS 

Experience essential 
Please apply to 

jmaskell@blueclaret.co.uk 


GOOD DUALITY SHED MAKER 

8 ood rates of pay. 01384 263192 / 
7896 101054. 




King Charles I School 
Comberton Road 
Kidderminster DY101XA 
Tel: 01562 512880 


ACHIEVEMENT ASSISTANT 

We are seeking to appoint a 'specialist achievement assistant: English' from 
1st September 2017 to join a team of committed achievement assistants 
and ensure that our students who have special educational needs or are 
disabled receive the level of support they require and make good progress in 
English. The post is permanent, term time only plus the school training days 
(pro rata) and with variable hours contracts between 24-36 hours per week. 
Salary ScaleTA2 (point range 14-17). 

King Charles I School is a well-resourced 11-18 school with a sixth form. Our students are 
enthusiastic, talented and keen to succeed. If you are too, we would like to hear from you. 
We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people and expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 
The successful candidate will be required to undertake an Enhanced Disclosure via the 
Disclosure and Barring Service. 

Further information and an application form are available on the school website 
(www.kingcharles1.worcs.sch.uk). The completed form should be emailed or posted to 
the school by 10.00am on Monday 5th June. We intend to interview later in the week. 
King Charles I School is an equal opportunities employer 




CLEANER 


King Charles I School 
Comberton Road 
Kidderminster DY101XA 
Tel: 01562 512880 


We are seeking to appoint an enthusiastic and committed person to join our friendly 
team of cleaners. The position involves cleaning and maintaining the school premises 
to a high standard with direct responsibility for designated areas. The post is for: term 
time weekdays only plus 34.02 banked hours to be worked during the school holidays as 
directed by the Site Manager; 12.5 hours per week: 3.30pm until 6.00pm each day; salary 
scale 1 (£4,342 per annum). 

King Charles I School is a well-resourced 11-18 school with a sixth form. Our students are 
enthusiastic, talented and keen to succeed. If you are too, we would like to hear from you. 
We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 
people and expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. The successful 
candidate will be required to undertake an Enhanced Disclosure via the Disclosure and 
Barring Service. 

Further information and an application form are available on the school website 
(www.kingcharles1.worcs.sch.uk). The completed form should be emailed or posted 
to the school by 10.00am on Tuesday 6th June. We intend to interview during the 
week beginning Monday 12th June. 

King Charles I School is an equal opportunities employer 


MrirrM 

Food & Drink Vacancies 

We require a number of casual staff to fill various positions working in our 
busy Food & Drink team to ensure we continue to provide an excellent level 
of customer service to our visitors. We are looking for confident and capable 
professionals, who can display flexibility and work well as part of a team. We have 
roles available within the Bottle and Glass pub, the Workers Institute, Rolfe Street 
cafe and Hobbs fish and chip shop. 

Closing date: 30th May 2017 
Interviews: 15th June 2017 

Area Lead-Heritage Shops 

We are recruiting for an Area Lead for our Heritage Shops. This role will be 
required to supervise and motivate staff and ensure that an interesting and varied 
experience is offered to visitors. They will be enthusiastic about the history of the 
Black Country and be able to create and develop demonstrations to engage and 
educate visitors in the history of food preparation relevant to the period. 

Closing date: 30th May 2017 

For job descriptions and application forms please visit our website: 
www.bclm.com if you do not have access to the website then please call HR 
on 0121 521 5619 to obtain an application form and job description. 


HUE* 





\ 


Motoring 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



CITREON BERLINGO 


2002, 130,000 miles, white, 
long MoT, pas, diesel, Roma- 
home Campervan R20 model, 
gas grill, toilet, 3 way fridge. 

£9,200. 

01543 304154. 



DAEWOO NUBIRA 


1999,43,000 miles, green, long 
MoT, one owner. 


£450 ono. 
07392 061005. 



FORD FIESTA 
TITANIUM 95 

1400, 5Dr hatchback, grey 
metallic, 2010, MoT January 
2018, fsh, excellent condition, 
one previous keeper, extras, 
alloys, CD, mats, etc. 

£4,495 ono. 

07739 267589. 



MERCEDES E280 ESTATE 

55 reg, (Dec 2005), 123,000 
miles, 2987cc, diesel, auto, 
silver metallic, finished to 
Avantgarde standard, fsh, MoT 
until Oct. Elegant, looks in good 
condition. 

£4,000 ono. 

01562 639227. 


MINI COOPER, 53 £1995. Mini One, 
55 £2695. Mini Cooper, 51, £1695. 
Severn Valley Leisure Stourbridge 
DY8 4HP. 01384 390183. 



MINI ONE GRAPHITE 


09 reg, 81k, 1400cc, petrol, 
metallic grey, one lady owner, 
fsh, usb, aux, Bluetooth, hill 
assist, stop/start, 6 speed, 10 
months MoT. 

£3,700 ono. 

07878 239301. 



NISSAN MICRA 1.4 TEKNA 

3Dr, 2009, 60,000 miles, two 
owners, fsh, 10 months MoT, 
alloys, AC, auto climate control, 
radio CD, Bluetooth, Aux in, 
immaculate condition. 
£2,695. 

07486 646809. 


SUPER 

BARGAIN 


SEAT IBIZA 1.4SE 

10 reg., good condition, 
low mileage 43,000, 
FSH, 12 months MoT. 
£3,500 ono 
07916 313148. 


BARGAIN 


SKODA FABIA 1.6 TDi 

5dr, silver, 2011, immaculate 
condition, very economical, low 
mileage 49,500, long MoT, 
next due 14.03.18, FSH, last 
serviced 27.03.17, discs and 
pads changed at last service, 
well maintained, has history of 
being serviced by Skoda 
technicians, cam belt changed 
at 33,000 miles (have invoices), 
2 keys, alarm, £20 per year road 
tax. 

£4,150. 

07817 073369. 


IDEAL TOW CAR 


SMART PASSION 4 2 

2008, white, 32,600 miles, £30 
per year road tax, with A frame 
plus breaking system for being 
towed. 

£2,750 ovno. 

07731 852980. 



SUZUKI SWIFT SZ3 

2013, 20,000 miles, red, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, 
electric mirrors, air con, fsh, 
alarm, MoT, central locking, 
pas, alloys, CD, excellent 
condition. 

£5,200. 

07712 669490. 



VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 VVT 
EXCLUSIV 

2010, 5 door, 47,968 miles, 
silver. 

Good clean condition 
Lady owner. 

£3,700 ono 
07840285111 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 

Eco 1700 diesel, 85,000 miles, 

alarmed, £30 per years tax, 

58 plate, alarm, 

censors back and front, 

all tyres perfect with locking 
nuts. 

£3,700. 

07923191378. 


LOW MILEAGE 


VAUXHALL CORSA 
DESIGN TWINPORT 


Triptronic, 17k miles, one lady 
owner, 05 reg, 12 months MoT, 
excellent condition. 


£2,350. 


Telephone 07895 346232. 


CONVERTIBLE 


VAUXHALL TIGRA 1.4 
EXCLUSIVE 

09, 27,400 miles, 
leather interior, 
heated seats, 
service history, 
MoT, AC. 

£2,500 o.n.o. 
07973 349820 
or 

0121 530 9905. 


_ 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 


09 plate, 59,000 miles, 4 new 
tryres, serviced, 6 months MoT, 
been checked by Evans 
Halshaw, with paperwork, 

£3,300 ono. 
07923191378. 


LOOK 


VW PASSAT 2.0TDi 140 BMT 
HIGHLINE ESTATE 

2013, 89,000 miles, 
in excellent condition. 

VW service history, 
new tyres, 

MoT. 

£8,450 

01902 791976. 



IMMACULATE 


BMW 318i 

04 plate, 
red, 97K, 
manual, petrol, 
MoT October 2017, 
Very good condition. 
£950 

07931 809992. 


CITROEN 

MULTISPACE 

2007, diesel, 5 seater, excellent 
and clean, 2 large sliding doors, 
long MoT, 178,000 miles but 
serviced up to date. 

Used for my wife’s disability. 
First to see will buy. 

£1,500 ono 
0121 505 7345. 

07543 919304, Wednesbury. 


BARGAIN 


CITROEN PICASSO DIESEL 

2.0 

53 Reg., 

146,000 miles, 
silver, manual, 
well looked after, 
no problems. 

£400. 

01562 632756. 





















































































































































FORD KA 1.3 


2005, 75,000 Miles, Dark Blue, 
fsh, MoT until Sept ‘17. Ideal 
first car 

£600 ono 

07941 969117 


LOOK 


FORD KA 

2007, MoT, 
49,000 miles, 
black, alloys, 

EW, CL, PAS, 
looks and drives great. 
£995 

07412 831994. 



PEUGEOT 207 1.4S 


2007, 5-dr, hatchback, 
silver, 81,000 miles, 
MoT April 2018, 

2 former keepers, 
very clean inside and out. 
£1,350. 

07838 897643. 



PEUGEOT 307 


2003, 58,500 miles, blue, good 
condition, abs, electric 
windows, electric mirrors, fsh, 
long MoT. 

£600. 

07492 869001. 


RENAULT MEGANE, 2004, 43,343 
miles, red, electric windows, air 
bag, electric mirrors, air con, fsh, 
MoT, £950 ono. 07947 643454. 


convertible; 


RENAULT MEGANE 
CONVERTIBLE 1.6 

55 Reg, 

excellent runner, 
gold colour, 

6 months MoT. 

£ 1 , 200 . 

07478 478831. 


1ST TO SCE 
WILL BUY 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 

3 door, 52 reg. 

Silver. 

Only 65k. 

12 months MoT. 
Stunning condition. 
Only £795. 

Telephone 07840175237. 


BARGAIN 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi 

5Dr, 04 Reg., 

2 owners, 
low miles, 
long MOT, CD, 

Central locking, PAS. 
£975 ono 
07400 994878. 
VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.4 

54 reg, black, MoT November, 
alloys, CD, runs and drives 
really well, 

£450 ono. 

07961 669911, 


BARGAIN 


VW PASSAT ESTATE 
DIESEL 1.9 TDi 
HIGHLANDER AUTO. 

2005,142K, fully loaded. Silver. 
Leather, alloys, etc.... 
£795. 

Genuine callers only please. 

Telephone 07850 330251 


ClassffiedAds 
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VW POLO 

51 Plate, 5dr hatchback in 
silver, one lady owner from 
new, low mileage, full electrics, 
longMoT. 

£525. 

07599 220780 


WANTED, CLASSIC Car. Private 
cash buyer. Any condition, anything 
considered. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


AMAZING OFFER 5 lessons £40, 
10 lessons £80. £20 an hour there 
after. Call now 07958 051263. 


KiHisal 


lambretta golden 

SUPER 

1965,125cc, as new, you won’t 
find one better. Tool kit, spare 
rack cover, backrest cover. 

£5,750. 

07710 700187. 


TRITON PRE UNIT 1965 all alloy 
Triton on log book many special 
parts, well sorted, £6,000. 07517 
902349. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 




TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
--549""' - - - 


07903 549849, buyer will call. 


OLD CLASSIC CAR 


Triumph / MG / Jaguar / 
Porsche etc anything interest¬ 
ing, as project / investment, 
condition not important. 


Please telephone Ron 
07424 399776. 



clutches / brakes | 
l / gearboxes 


A CLUTCH 
CHANGE MOBILE 

For Example: 

Citroen Cl, C2, C3 
Hyundai 110, Toyota Yaris 
Clios & Micras 
Ring for quotes on others! 

30 yrs experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call Bob 
01384 251328 
07972 169554 
anytime 


spares/parts 


THULE HIRE & SALES 

Roof Boxes, Roof Bars and Cycle 
carriers. Best Prices. Wolves Hire 
01902 746723 WV6 OLE 


V 1 


RECOVERY AND 
TRANSPORT 


• Breakdowns 

• Vehicle Movement 

• Auction Collection 

• Fast Response 

• Competitive Rates 


Call AJ on 

07813 753554(24/7) 
0121 557 3360 

abusinessl @hotmail.co.uk 




Local 

Information 


im 


LEGAL & 
PUBLIC 
NOTICES 


For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 


Marie Hogg 


01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 


(remember to include a name/contact 
number for confirmation of receipt) 


COLIN HANEY (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the Estate 
of the aforementioned deceased, late of 15 Arch 
Hill Street Netherton Dudley DY2 9QE, who died 
on 15/03/2017, are required to send particulars 
thereof in writing to the undersigned Solicitors on 
or before 28/07/2017, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to claims and 
interests of which they have had notice. 
WALDRONS SOLICITORS 
Capstan House The Waterfront 
Merry Hill DY51 XL T500684 


r 


nit 


Personals 


PAT, KITTEN CARD 


Box Number P20811 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


PENN COLTS FC 
5/7 A-SIDE 
TOURNAMENT 

U7’S minor - 8 /10 / 12/and 
14’s 

Saturday, July 1. 
U7’S/ 9/11/13/15. 
Sunday, July 2. 

For all application forms 


visit 

www.penncolts.co.uk 
or call 07748 677682. 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 


bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 




Driveways & Patios 


ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181. 


You wrote but no telephone 
number, try again. 


SINGLE MALE 

Slim, NS, active male, 
young 70 from Wombourne. 

WLTM a younger, slim, 
NS adventurous lady, 
who enjoys travel, country 
walks and pubs and visiting 
interesting places. 

Box Number P20809, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES. 


Blinds4Less 


Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New range of Chainless Verticals 
and Night and Day Rollers 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384 886162 
and 07989 588728 

Blinds4lessdirect.com 


J DC | Cressage Paving 
Driveways 


& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free quotation 
No obligation 

01384 466950/ 
07944883248 

www.jdclandscapes.co.uk 


Double Glazing 


MISTY UNITS REPLACED 

Buy Direct from the manufacturer. Est. 1999 


Reduce Imt loss by up to 75% 


Also upgrade your existing double glazed units to Pilkington 
Energikare, it will help to reduce the amount of heat lost 
through your windows by up to 75%, lock, handles, hinges. 


WITH A 10 YEAR 
GUARANTEE AND 
FITTING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


WE HAVE A NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER 

01384 918383 


Delph Glazed Units 

Unit 32 Delph Rd Ind Est (by the tank), Brierley Hill DY5 2UA 
Visit our new website 

L www.delpliglazeclunits.co.uk 

Mobile: 97887 520599 


Driveways 


C T DRIVEWAYS 


FOR ALL YOUR SURFACING & 
TARMAC WORK 


• Paving and • New Drives 

Driveways • Forecourts 

Block Bricks and • Car Parks 

Tarmac Repairs • Trading Estates 

For all enquiries please call 

Tel: 01384 270740 
Mobile: 07887 954073 
email: ctdriveways@mail.com 
website: www.ctdriveways.co.uk 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 
Driver available 


01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


MBOelectric 


All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: TH— 


mbelectric.co.ukM 


Electricians 




Electrical 


Kings' 


nford Lirr 


Domestic 


Industrial 


Commercial 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 
Rewires/Part Rewires 
Additional Sockets 
Shower Replacements 
Intruder Alarms 
Security Lights 


Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 

1 6 Years E 


+-rr +-.01384 278471 


Garage Doors 



REUADOR GARAGE DOORS 

SUES - l\STUI.\t IIK\ RKPMKS 

01384268932 
07858 299305 

w«v tt4«lcr rank - iwr 




Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


All aspects of garden workundertaken 

• Full Landscaping 

• Mowing/Trimming 

• Weeding 

• Tree Management 
• Plus much much more 


Telephone Giles for your FREE quote 

07495 942082 
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Gardening 



Plumbing 


Roofing 



ALLMARK LANDS CAPING ] 
& GARDENING SERVICES 
CALL DARREN: 07963jl 42 736 



Local Authority Approved 
Commercial & Domestic 
Listed Trader of Age Concern 

Sandyfields 


TREE SERVICES 


Tree Felling _ 
Root Removal 
Hedge Trimming 

Wood Chipping - 

Pruning & Shaping 
Landscaping 
Fence Installation 


M: 07768 392 009 T: 01902 882 115 

www.sandyfields.co.uk 


^0RNAL^TBEE^^DEN [SERViCKii 

• Conifers reduced & trimmed | 

• Crown reductions • Tree Felling 

• Turfing • Fencing • Hedge Trimming 

• Jungles & gardens cleared 

• Fully Insured • NPTC Qualified 

• Stump removals 

I Call for a FREE QUOTE 

01384 830 384 





mmmsmms. 


Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
1 Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 



m 


Professional Tree Services 
★ Crown reduction/Lifts ★ 

★ Felling ★ Stump grinding ★ 

★ 24 hour emergency call out ★ 

★ Free quotations ★ Fully insured ★ 
★ NPTC Qualified ★ 

Local authority approved contractor 
All work carried out to BS3998 
www.timbertim.com 
Enquiries@timbertim.com 


,07970 618998 

| BRIERLEY HILL 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


PROVENCLEAN 

B B » 

Professional oven 
cleaning services 

Reliable, local and 
independent business 
Have your oven restored to 
near showroom condition at 
an affordable price 
Call 01384 732132 
E: info@provenclean.co.uk 
W: www.provenclean.co.uk 


Loft Ladders 


The LoFt Ladder man 


J7 


Loft Ladders £11A 
fitted from *L! U £ U 

New or enlarged hatches 
T & G Flooring, Lighting |j^ our 

Call Luke on brand new 

07779 118807 or facebook 
01384 833025 page® 
i u kejs248@g ma i I .com theloftladderman 


We will 
beat 
any like 
for like 
quote 



Greenlab Pest Control Ltd 

A Local Established Company 
Wasps Ants 
Fleas Bedbugs 
Flies Rats/Mice 
Free Quotations 
B.P.C.A. Accredited 
CEPA Certified 



Tel: 01384 829115 
Freephone - 0800 953 0093 
Mobile: 07913 355290 
www.greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 

Email: sales@greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 



WOLVERHAMPTON 
TREE SERVICE 

Trees felled, hedges 
trimmed, stumps 
removed, tree reports. 
Fully insured. 

Arboricultural Association & Council Approved. 

01902 892652 

www.wolvestrees.co.uk 
E: treebloke@aol.com 


Plumbing & Heating 



/ central Heating & Boilers 

/ power Flushing . 

/ Boiler Servicing & Repairs 
/ Kitchens & Bathrooms 

and for all other offers 



NEED A PLUMBER OR JOBS 
DOING AROUND THE HOUSE? 


Give Ian a call 

I fit Bathrooms, Outside 
Taps, Flat Pack, etc 

No job too small! 

No coll out charge 



Property Maintenance 


ROOFING SERVICES 



• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 



Horne: 01384 872276 


DLH Property Maintenance 


»Interior/Exterior Painting Decor 




• Render/Repointing Brickwork 

• GRP Flat Roof Fibre Glass Systems 


» Jet Washing/Driveways/PatioS: 

Re-Sanding/Sealing 
»All General Property 
Maintenance Undertaken 


Direct Line: 


07788 628517 




Skip Hire 


Mobile: 07584 081228 



Specialists 



All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 


07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


4 ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD t 

City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 

• Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios 
• Landscaping • Streetworks • Curb dropping • Tlirfing 

• Fencing and Decking • Power Washing • 5 year guarantee 
FREE estimate • 15 years experience • Fully insured • Resinbond Drives. 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web:wwwacepavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email:acepavingservices@outlook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, 

■ I t Halesowen B63 2QB TuitM. 









































































































Steve Hollis, Tamworth, competes in the men’s javelin 



Long jumper Isabelle Kelly, aged 15, for Cannock & Stafford 


Records tumble 
as championship 
returns to city 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Clare Butler 


“To welcome it back in our 50th year was 
very special. It was wonderful. There were 
many great performances.” 


RECORDS were shattered as 
more than 300 athletes de¬ 
scended on Wolverhampton 
for the Staffordshire County 
Track and Field Champion¬ 
ships. 

For the first time in almost 30 
years, Aldersley Stadium played 
host to an event which sees the 
region’s best go head-to-head. 

Host club Wolverhampton & Bilston 
watched three of its junior stars set 
new records en route to victory - in the 
year the club celebrates its 50th birth¬ 
day. Jolyon Davies, in the under-13 
high jump, Molly Walsh, in the junior 
women’s hammer (4kg) and Phoebe 
Baggott in the under-15 girls hammer 
(3kg) all went higher and further than 
any athletes in those category before. 

Club president Mary Harding said: 
“It has not been held here for many 
years and usually would be held at 
Stoke or Cannock, so to welcome it 
back in our 50th year was very special. 

“It was wonderful to be able to bring 
it back. There were many great perfor¬ 
mances.” 

Davies, who also took victory in 
the u-13 shot competition, achieved 
a height of 1.51m in the high jump, 
which set a new record in the category. 

Walsh meanwhile set a new record 
in junior women’s hammer with a dis¬ 
tance of 53.15m, while Baggott threw 
56.43m in the u-15s girls’ hammer. 


A busy day of action featured ath¬ 
letes from clubs including Tipton 
Harriers, Stone Master Marathoners, 
Cannock & Stafford and Dudley & 
Stourbridge Harriers. 

Tipton enjoyed early success thanks 
to Alexia Bennett-Cordy, who won the 
u-15 75m hurdles in 11.7 seconds. 

Cannock & Stafford’s Amy Pye 
showed her versatility with victory in 
both the u-17 80m hurdles and 300m, 
before club-mates Chloe Wilde and 
Natalie Ainge won the women’s junior 
and senior 400m races respectively, 
Wilde with a new championship record 
time of 64.8 seconds. 

Travis Christie gave the home club 
something to celebrate, coming home 
ahead of the field in the men’s senior 
400m, while Cannock’s strong after¬ 
noon continued with a one-two in the 
men’s u-17 800m final as Joshua Ward 
led home team-mate Bill Chesters. 

Wolverhampton & Bilston took the 
top three positions in the u-15 girls 
800m with Aliya Westwood finishing 


in front of Lucy Semple and Jessica 
Moore and then proceeded to domi¬ 
nate the 1500m races at u-15 level, 
with Alfie Oliver winning the men’s 
and Ella Semple the girls. 

The sprints saw Cannock & Staf¬ 
ford’s Chloe Lindop lead home the 
field in the junior women’s 100m, 
while Derrion Thompson won the sen¬ 
ior race - she also won the senior 200m 
event. 

Wolverhampton & Bilston’s Alexan¬ 
der James Nwenwo ran 11.4 seconds 
to win the men’s senior 100m. Club- 
mate Donovan James took the 200m 
race in 23.1 seconds. 

A distance of 5.24m was enough for 
Wolverhampton & Bilston’s Sophie 
Worrall to win the women’s senior 
long jump. 

Cannock & Stafford athletes im¬ 
pressed in the javelin, with Rebecca 
Scott taking victory in the senior event 
and Bethan Rees the junior. Emma 
Douras of Dudley & Stourbridge won 
the senior high jump competition. 



Birchfield Harriers’ Archie England in the u-13s javelin 



Alexia Bennett-Cordy, for Tipton, in the 80m hurdles 


Rutter roars home 
to show true quality 

BRIERLY Hill race Michael Rutter rolled back the years, demonstrating 
why he remains one of the world’s greatest road racers by securing his 14th 
North West 200 win. 

The victory moved Rutter, at the age of 45, to third on the all-time win¬ 
ners list at the famous North Irish triangular circuit, sandwiched between 
late, greats Joey Dunlop and his brother Robert. 

He started the week in superb form, taking pole for the two Superbike 
races on Saturday - lapping the course at 122.345mph, his fastest ever 
around the 8.9-mile circuit - and was second on the grid for the opening 
Superstock and Supertwin races on the Thursday. 

The Bathams/SMT Racing BMW rider would also eventually go on to 
secure two stunning second-place finishes and a third, which, added to his 
win, meant he had been on the podium in four out of his six races. 

The results meant Rutter moved up to an astonishing 31 podiums, which 
has only been bettered by Alastair Seeley. 

Rutter now heads to Donington Park for round four of the National Su¬ 
perstock 1000 Championship, this weekend, May 27-28, before making the 
trip across the Irish Sea for the Isle of Man TT races. 


Service in memory of 
rugby club stalwart 

A SERVICE of thanksgiving will be held next week for Stourbridge rugby 
stalwart John Jeavons-Fellows following his death at the age of 78. 

Described as a ‘leading light’ in the Lions for the past 60 years, the pop¬ 
ular official passed away peacefully in his sleep last Tuesday. 

A former pupil of King Edward Grammar School, Jeavons-Fellows began 
playing for Stour’s first team aged 18. At 19 he organised the club’s first 
ever tour and was later appointed captain. After hanging up his boots, Jeav¬ 
ons-Fellows continued to work to improve the club. 

He masterminded various stages of Stourbridge’s development and 
helped provide the clubhouse that is currently in place at Bridgnorth Road. 
He was also keen for Stour to have a profile in the national game with his 
work ensuring Stourbridge became the training venue for England’s Grand 
Slam winning team of 1980. 

He also enjoyed roles as a rugby administrator with Worcestershire & 
Herefordshire and The North Midlands RFU. In 1997 he was also part of 
the British Lions management team for their tour to South Africa. 

The service takes place at St Mary’s. Old Swinford, at 2pm on June 2, and 
afterwards at Stourbridge Rugby Club. 


Aces rally round for 
hospice fundraiser 

CYCLE speedway side Wednesfield Aces are on track for a night of fun and 
fundraising later this year. 

The charity night in aid of Compton Hospice will see 16 riders competing 
in five heats each in a handicap formula. The big night will be under the 
floodlights on Friday, September 15 at the club’s Ashmore Park venue, 
hosted by Signal 107DJ Scott Lyons who will call the riders home. 

Each participant is expected to raise £50 and there will be a collection 
bucket and a raffle on the evening. Everyone taking part will take home an 
award and the overall winner will take home the Steph Clarke Challenge 
Shield. 

Mrs Clarke died in November 2016 at the same time as Wednesfield was 
enjoying its new Christmas lights - she had been the driving force behind 
its fundraising. She had been involved in several community projects in¬ 
cluding the Aces, Hands on Wednesfield and volunteered at the Ashmore 
Community Centre as well as running photography classes and working 
full-time as a social media trainer. Steph and her husband James founded 
the community website wvll.co.uk 




e&T 



Doors & Windows Ltd 
Tel: 01902 842706 / 07759 536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
lEmSiil: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 




***** 

n 


Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 


10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 



Bi-Fold 

Doors 


French 


Patio Doors 


From £4500 I From £999 I From £649 


hottijhpp(z 

Our expert services in Professional alloy wheel refurbishment 



Also body 
repairs and 
paintwork, 
bumper scuffs, 
dents and 
scratches 


Call: 01384 270887 

www.hot-wheelz.co.uk 

Unit B, T Wall Business Park, High Street, Brierley Hill, Kingswinford DY6 8XB 
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SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


Blue hoops 
grace events 
over country 

THERE was action a-plenty for athletes 
from Dudley Kingswinford Running 
Club at the weekend with the blue hoops 
gracing events right across the country. 

Saturday saw three teams compete 
at Sutton Park in the British National 
Masters Road Relays where the cream of 
the nations over-35s from as far afield as 
Cambuslang and Kent raced hard over a 
three-mile circuit. The M55s were first 
off the blocks with Mark Homer leading 
the team out in 18.48, Roger Beddard 
finished in 21.41 and Andy Weaver ran a 

20.45 leg to bring the team home in 19th 
place in a total time of 1.01.14. 

Dave Norman led out the M35 team 
with a time of 18.34, Simon Blizzard 
ran 18.41, Darran Bishop 18.12, Simon 
Hughes 18.16, Stuart Perkins 17.34 and 
Kieran Pitt 20.15, a total of 1.51.32 plac¬ 
ing the team in 26th place. And an in¬ 
complete team, a man down after a late 
defection, ran in the M45s with Richard 
Jones running 21.04, Graham Wildgoose 

20.46 and John Andrews 22.43. 

Over his favoured terrain of mud and 
hills Andy Sprague took part in the Shin¬ 
dig In The Shire race, a half marathon 
in Shropshire coming home second in 
1.49.56. Lyn Sprague was 21st in 2.25.36 
and Liz Hettle 48th in 3.09.45. 

Twenty four hours later a couple of 
hoops took part in the Worcester Mar¬ 
athon, Sue Payton placing 141st in 
4.19.38 and Gina Collins was 194th in 
4.59.30. Stephen Marsh came home 
151st in 82.59 in the Burton 10 and a 
larger group entered the RAF Shawbury 
10k, a pancake flat course where there 
was a strong possibility of fast times. 

Paul Baker was first hoop back in 
45.17, taking 47th place, Dave Ede was 
94th in 48.51, Lee Avery 105th in 49.32, 
Dave Garbutt was 124th in 50.22, Aimee 
Pugh 300th in 59.16 and Tony Noke 
stopped the clock in 351st in 1.04.42. 

Triathletes test 
their strength at 
home and abroad 

FOUR Black Country triathletes took on 
the legendary Ironman Lanzarote which 
comprised a 2.4-mile sea swim, 112-mile 
bike and a 26.2-mile run. All finished 
well within the 18-hour cut off time. 

In Sankt Wendel, Germany on Sun¬ 
day, Paul Rogers and Robert Kennard 
represented Great Britain in the Pow¬ 
erman European Middle Distance Du- 
athlon Championships in the 50-54 age 
group, with a 10km run, 60km bike then 
another 10km run. Rogers finished third 
in age group, collecting a bronze medal. 

In Nottingham, all BCT athletes fin¬ 
ished in fantastic times in the Outlaw 
Half, a 1,900m open water swim, 56- 
mile bike and a 13.1-mile run. 

Mark Anslow took on the Slateman 
Triathlon in Swowdonia, a 1,000m lake 
swim, a 51km bike ride and an 11km off 
road trail run. Reece Ashfield was first 
in age group and seventh overall in the 
Sprint Triathlon in Southport. 

Adults and juniors raced in the Phoe¬ 
nix Sprint Tri at Ragley Hall, Warwick¬ 
shire, and the Telford Tinman Sprint 
Tri, Super Sprint Tri and Wrekin 
Aquathlon at Wrekin College. 


Legend Hancock races in to meet fans 


GREG Hancock, one of Cradley Heath’s 
all-time greats, will be back in the West 
Midlands to meet fans in July. 

The reigning world champion, aged 
46, started his professional career at the 
old Dudley Wood Stadium in 1989 but no 
longer races in the UK and splits his time 
between Sweden and California. 

But on Thursday July 20 he will be on 
stage at the Cleveland Arms sports pub 
in Wolverhampton when fans will hear 
stories from his career, thoughts on this 
season and plans for the future. 

Greg Hancock Tickets are £12 standard or £30 VIP, to 



Speedway 


include early entry, buffet, priority seat¬ 
ing and a picture with Hancock signed on 
the night. Doors open at 7pm for an 8pm 
start - but VIP doors open at 6pm. 

Tickets are available from clevelan 
darms.com via paypal, on 01902 451021 
or the Cradley club shop on racenights. 

Meanwhile, current Cradley hero 
Danny Ayres is facing up to another 
Bank Holiday dash. Ayres takes his place 
in the Heathens side for their attractive 


Monday night National League battle 
with Belle Vue at Wolverhampton. But in 
the afternoon he’s riding for Premiership 
Leicester against Rye House. 

Heathens follow Wolverhampton’s fix¬ 
ture with Poole, which gets under way at 
6pm. Normal Wolverhampton admission 
prices apply - Cradley season ticket hold¬ 
ers can gain entry for £5 and there will be 
a turnstile open for the Heathens meet¬ 
ing only from 7.15 approximately. 

Heathens beat Buxton on Sunday to go 
top of the league. They head to Lakeside 
on Sunday (3pm). 


NON-LEAGUE 
SHAKE-UP BID 


Club duo on road to Wimbledon 



From left, Charlie Nicholls, Harvey Parsons, Michael Scriven and Bobby Gale 


TWO Wollaston Tennis Club 
youngsters are on the road to 
Wimbledon after serving up 
success in Britain’s biggest jun¬ 
ior competition. 

Harvey Parsons beat Michael 
Scriven in the club stage of the 
HSBC Road To Wimbledon 
event, aimed at players aged 14 
and under. 

Both will progress to the 
Staffordshire county finals in 
July. All county winners pro¬ 


gresses to the national finals at 
Wimbledon. 

The afternoon saw some 
excellent tennis and very 
closely fought matches over a 
four-hour period, with many 
matches decided on a third set 
championship tie-break. 

Charlie Nicholls won the 
3rd/4th play-off match against 
Bobby Gale. 

Wollaston Junior chairman 
Dave Scriven, who organised 


the club stage competition, 
said: “This is the first time 
Wollaston have entered this na¬ 
tional competition. Our juniors 
were keen to compete and the 
club stage was both competitive 
and enjoyable.” 

Next month Wollaston Jun¬ 
iors will be participating in 
another LTA event. They will 
be sending doubles teams to a 
Team Challenge event between 
several local clubs. 


SEVERAL Midlands football 
clubs are set to switch divisions 
as part of the biggest shake-up 
of non-league football for more 
than a decade. 

The changes, set to be rubber-stamped 
by the FA, would see clubs including 
Stourbridge, Halesowen Town, Rushall 
Olympic and Hednesford Town - who 
all currently play in the Evo-Stik 
Northern League at step three of the 
non-league pyramid - incorporated into 
a new ‘Midland Division’ from the start 
of 2018/19. 

Chasetown, who play a division below in the 
Evo-Stik Division One South, would also be af¬ 
fected, along with a host of clubs who currently 
ply their trade in the step five Midland Premier 
League, with more promotion places expected to 
be on offer next term in order to prepare for the 
most drastic realignment of the non-league game 
since the introduction of Conference North and 
South in 2004. 

Feeder 

The current structure sees three divisions op¬ 
erate at step three - the Northern League, South¬ 
ern League and London-based Isthmian League 
- each with two feeder divisions at the step below. 

Under the changes, a fourth division will now 
be introduced at step three. Though it will oper¬ 
ate under the jurisdiction of the Southern League, 
it is expected to incorporate clubs in the ‘Greater 
Midlands’ area. 

A further division will also be added at step 
four, under the control of Isthmian League with 
the proposals aimed at cutting travelling costs 
and times for fans, players and officials and en¬ 
courage more step five clubs to climb the pyramid. 

Midlands clubs currently constitute the North¬ 
ern League’s most southern outposts and are 
almost certain to switch en masse to the new 
division. The proposals will also see the number 
of clubs in step three divisions cut from 24 to 22 
teams, while the seven divisions in step four will 
carry 20 teams each once the changes have been 
introduced. 

By far the biggest impact will see a drastic ef¬ 


fect in the number of clubs being promoted or 
relegated next season to prepare for the revised 
structure. 

Only one team will drop from each of the exist¬ 
ing step three divisions, while a total of 19 clubs 
will be promoted from step four. 

The increased number of promotions will also 
extend to step five, with a total of 26 promotion 
places set to be on offer across several divisions, 


including the Midland Premier League, which 
currently houses the likes of Sporting Khalsa, 
Lye Town and AFC Wulfrunians, among others. 

The changes, which have been approved by 
each league, will now officially be given the green 
light at the FA’s AGM at Wembley today (Thurs¬ 
day), with the finer detail of how the new divi¬ 
sion’s will be incorporated set to be thrashed out 
later in the summer. 


Baggies and 
Blues to face 
Glassboys 

BIRMINGHAM and West Bromwich 
Albion will provide opposition for Stour¬ 
bridge FC during the close-season. 

The Glassboys’ warm-up programme 
has been completed, with a home games 
against Blues under-23s squad - a 
friendly agreed as part of the Dan Scarr 
transfer deal - taking place on July 18 
at 7.30pm. 

Southern League Premier Division 
Redditch United will visit Amblecote 
on July 25. The opening game will be 
on July 8 against the Baggies under-23 
squad at the Albion training ground. 

Games will follow at Stourport Swifts, 
Alvechurch and Sporting Khalsa, who 
play at Willenhall Town’s former Noose 
Lane home. The final pre-season match 
on August 5 sees an intriguing meeting 
with Hereford FC at Edgar Street. 

The Bulls have risen to the Southern 
League Premier Division on the back of 
two consecutive promotions since they 
were formed out of the ashes of Here¬ 
ford United. 

The Glassboys have opted not to enter 
the 2017/18 Worcestershire Senior Cup, 
which will again be held in pre-season. 

The full pre-season programme is as 
follows: Saturday July 8, noon, West 
Bromwich Albion u-23 Development 
squad (a) - (WBA training ground); 
Tuesday July 18, 7.30pm, Birming¬ 
ham City (h); Saturday July 22, 3pm, 
Stourport Swifts (a); Tuesday, July 25. 
7.45pm, Redditch United (h); Saturday, 
July 29, 3pm, Alvechurch (a); Tuesday, 
August 1, 7.45pm, Sporting Khalsa (a), 
Saturday August 5, 3pm, Hereford (a). 

Midfielder Brad Birch has left the 
Glassboys to sign for his hometown club 
Worcester City but there is good news on 
teenage striker Brandon Hague, who has 
been given the all-clear by his specialist 
to resume playing after missing the sec¬ 
ond half of last season with an infection 
that was affecting his balance. 

Chilton treble fires 
Woodside to glory 

WOODSIDE hot-shot Lee Chilton was 
the headline act in the Dudley Guest 
Hospital Charity Cup final. 

Chilton bagged a hat-trick and the 
man of the match award as Woodside 
eased to a 4-0 success against Wordsley 
AFC Reserves at Dudley Sports FC. 

Carl Whyte started the victory charge 
when he made it 1-0 with Chilton adding 
a second before half-time. 

Chilton then increased his side’s lead 
from the penalty spot after Anthony 
Nicholls had been upended. 

And he had the final say when he 
rounded off a fine team move to com¬ 
plete his treble. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 71% 

® 
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SEE OUR BANK HOLIDAY SPECIAL OFFERS ON PAGE 12 
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ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 


KEEPING YOUR HOME AUTHENTIC, 
l f SAFE AND ENERGY EFFICIENT THIS SPRING 

Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 0AL Telephone:01902 897000 Opening Hours: Tuesday - Thursday, 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 10am-2pm, Bank Holiday Monday 10am-4pm. 

































